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Festival’set to party like it’s 1999 
By Paul Matwychuk # 10-11 
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You're not even allowed to drink some midnight 
champagne at First Night, but after getting a load of the 
millennium bugs, shaggy beasts, flame dancers and 
meteorite-burping babies wandering around the site this 
year, you'll think you're under the influence of 
something a lot harder than Dom Perignon. Vue assistant 
editor Paul Matwychuk immersed himself in the 
preparations for the biggest family event of the year: let 
him introduce you to a 15-year-old illusionist, a living 
mannequin, a howling poet, and the people behind the 
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Bookies would have considered you a fool if you bet on 
anybody else besides Alice Munro to take home the prize 
at this year’s Giller ceremony. (All right, they would have 


18 ¢ L.A.M.S. considered you a fool regardless—who calls up a bookie to 
19 © New Sounds bet on the Giller Award?) In any case, the new story 
collection The Love of a Good Woman provides ample 

Arts * 20-21 


proof why so many people regard Munro as Canada’s most 
talented literary asset. 
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Heads.Tom Stoppard, the man who took audiences behind 
the scenes of Hamilet, is back. Heads. This time, he’s created 
the fanciful story of the love affair that fueled the creation 
of Romeo and Juliet. Heads. Joseph Fiennes plays the 
youthful Bard and Gwyneth Paltrow is his cross-dressing 
muse. Heads.The result, says our reviewer, is one of the 
most inventive and charming movies of the year. Heads 
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scenes who keep them all in line 


Cover Design by Matt Bromley 


°° Music* 18 


The average person may see New Year's Eve as the main 
night for revelry and debauchery, but for many musicians 
it’s just another work night (albeit a work night full of 
revelry and debauchery). Edmonton's hardcore heroes 
L.A.M.S. will be ringing in 1999 in their inimitable 
fashion—fans should check them out this year, ‘cause they 


ot plans for the millennium 






hrnistmas Eve 


7am -11pm 


[Ciristmias Da 


Boxing Day 


Whyte Avenue 
10402 82 Ave. 


wf 





9am - 11pm 


7am-1am 


ne 8097 


Mh id 






















STHUISIRE PY THURS-FRIGL 





(3 PM, So Eve & ane Day) 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
from the staff & management of 


The Sidetrack 


SATURDAY 2° 


NES 


Boxin 
Ska io 


with JFK & The Conspirators 























with 
Mad Bomber Society 


Variety Blight 


Hosted By ATOMIC ws co. 









Hosted By Mike McDonald 


TUESDAY 


TUESDAY 


illa Funk 


onduit 
featuring Brett Miles 


SSE 


LNLA AAA SAS NAS 


RK 2 UU 
GOUGING 


se 2 the RAULT BROTHERS 
fing DEB WILLIAMS 










4 OR | 


Wes se 





— 





s 


p85 


Page 4 
FT TILILIGS TL 


WEEKLY 
#307, 10080 Jasper Ave 
Edmonton, AB T5J 1V9 
Tel: (403) 426-1996 
Fax: (403) 426-2889 
e-mail: office@vue.ab.ca 


Issue Number 168 
December 24 - December 30, 1998 
Available at aver 1,000 locations 


Editor/Publisher 
Ron Garth 
Associate Publisher 
Maureen Fleming 
Editor-in-Chief 
David Gobeil Taylor 
Associate Editor 
David DiCenzo 
Assistant Editor 
Paul Matwychuk 
Production Manager 
Terry Cox 
Office Manager 
Glenys Switzer 
Layout Manager 
Matt Bromley 
Sales and Marketing Manager 
Vicki Charron 
Advertising Representatives 
Brian Eliasson 
Aviva Kohen 
Local Advertising 
Call 426-1996 
National Advertising 
DPS Media 
(416) 413-9291 
Contributing Editors 
Charles Mandel (News) 
Maureen Moore (Style, Food) 
Danielle Zyp (Visual Arts) 
Contributors 
Richard Burnett 
Colin Cathrea 
Jennifer Cockrall-King 
Shawn Conner 
Hart Golbeck 
James Grasdal 
Cam Hayden 
Amy Hough 
Todd James 
Romeo Kaseram 
Gary McGowan 
Russell Mulvey 
Richard Peterson 
Lesley Primeau 
Steven Sandor 
T.C. Shaw 
Theresa Shea 
Sandra Sperounes 
Chris Tenove 
Francis Tétrault 
John Turner 
Alberto D. Vidigoya 
David Williamson 
Layout/Production Team 
Matt Bromley 
Terry Cox 
Mike Garth 
Glenys Switzer 
Administrative Assistant 
David Laing 
Printing and Film Assembly 
The Edmonton Sun 


Distribution 


Clark Distribution 

AUDIT CIRCULATION 
AUDIT PENDING 
Vue Weekly is available free of charge at 
well over 1,000 locations throughout 
Metro Edmonton. It is funded and pub- 
lished solely through the support of our 
advertisers. Vue Weekly is a division of 
783783 Alberta Ltd. and is published 
every Thursday. 


Canada Post Canadian Publications ltd. 
Sales Product Agreement Na. 1140752 


We strive to ensure that our compre- 
hensive listings are correct. However, in 
this uncertain world events beyond 
anyone's control can torpedo even the 
best-laid plans of mice and Israeli vot- 
ers. So call ahead. Letters/artwork/sub- 
missions are always welcome by fax, 
mail, e-mail or (zounds!) hand delivery. 
We at Vue Weekly have started an office 
pool as to how long it will take the 
brand-spanking-new APEC inquiry to be,, 
shallwe’say, peppered-with slcganeree 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Proud Mary 


anta Claus is a warm and fuzzy 

bear, the quintessential sugar 
daddy who, if he joined the Mus- 
cle Academy, would redefine don- 
ning gay apparel. 

Yes, it’s that time of year again 
and, like Santa, I adore giving gifts. 
I love hosting cocktails and dinner 
parties. I even treasure returning 
home to my family every Christ- 
mas. 

Though we no longer attend 
midnight mass (“If there's no 
room for our son in your church,” 
my parents once said, “then there 
is no room for your church in our 
home”), I’m convinced Jesus 
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knew how inspiring it is to be 
queer. 

Because there really is some- 
thing epic about the way we form 
families—forging bonds and ties 
unrelated to bloodlines—that reaf- 
firms my faith in humanity. The 
clergy may have left Christ's mes- 
sage of unconditional love dead 
and buried 2,000 years ago, but 
I’m sure if Jesus were alive today 
we'd all be sharing wine and 
bread at the same table (not to 
mention the same bed). 

In fact, if there’s one thing I've 
learned over the last few years— 
and anyone who knows me has 
heard me say it a million times, 
particularly over a few pints— 
nothing is more precious than the 
human goodness and generosity 
that nourish our relationships. 

This fact is especially impor- 
tant to remember during the holi- 
day season because, like Valen- 
tine’s Day, Christmas remains a 
harrowing experience for mil- 
lions of outcast gays and lesbians 
in a world where Gay Pride has 
traditionally been our Queer 
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Christmas. E 

But this year, in the spirit of 
donning gay apparel, you too can 
make a difference—and I don’t 
mean dykes packing dildos or fags 
dry-humping their boyfriend at 
the family reunion. No, I’m talking 
about charity and subtle activism: 
give cards that read “A donation of 
$25 has been made in your name 
to Parents, Family and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (P-FLAG).” 

Or how about donating cash 
or time to a local queer youth sup- 
port group or Gay Pride organiza- 
tion that has helped make queer 
life in this city such a joy? 

If a sleepover at the family 
homestead isn’t your cup of tea, 
invite the clan over to your home. 
Pound back a few belts of 
whiskey, then watch them marvel 
over your Christmas tree, especial- 
ly your fab Ken dolls dolled up in 
pink tutus. Invite the other impor- 
tant people in your life—gay and 
straight, of course—and prove to 
your guests even the most igno- 
rant among us are able to love and 
respect one another. 


a Wee GRETA 


Each Christmas Eve, I look for- 
ward to gathering with my queer- 
positive family for my father's 
annual retelling of The Night 
Before Christmas. My favourite 
story remains “Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer; though, because 
that tale’s queer subtext resonat- 
ed deeply when I was a child. 
(@onner did, after all, tell Blitzen 
that Rudolph isn’t like other rein- 
deer.) 

And I'll it read for Skye (my 
single sister's five-year-old son 
whom I care for like he was my 
own) because, whether he grows 
up gay or not, Christmas must 
become a queer-positive experi- 
ence for everyone. 

In fact, just last week, Skye saw 
me talk up a storm on TV about 
same-sex marriage (I'm _pro- 
choice). He turned to his mom 
and grandmother, then told them, 
“Uncle Richard should be able to 
marry another boy if he wants 
to!” 

The little guy made me so 
happy; his words are the greatest 
gift of all this Christmas. oO 


Xmas fa-la-la-la-lousy for breadwinners 


By ROMEO KASERAM 


lhe scene is a Toronto Wal-Mart 

store last year on Boxing Day. 
Families taking a break from the 
feeding frenzy in the 
aisles are packed into 
McDonald's. There is 
keen competition 
among the kids for the Little Tykes 
car, which only holds one gleeful 
child at a time. The kids are cranky, 
no doubt from being manhandled 
in jam-packed stores, bumped by 
shopping carts and forced to wait 
in agonizingly long cash-register 
lines. The yellow arches have 
offered them no respite, and now 
they're waiting for a turn with the 
car. Their discomfort is palpable— 
already, two unhappy children have 


had to be told, quietly but forceful- 

ly, that they cannot hog the toy.And 

then a father, negotiating his way 

through the crowd with his two 

girls, seizes the opportunity to say 
something. 

“Do you see what's 
happening there?” he 
asks, pointing to the 

line of faces intent upon the car as 
it returns to its starting point. 
“That’s why I work so hard all 
year—so you two can have a good 
Christmas.” The faces of the girls 
remain momentarily inscrutable 
until the realization begins to 
dawn in one of them that 
somewhere in Daddy’s moralizing 
could be a hint of chastisement. 
There is also a note of protest 
at his role as family breadwinner. 


It’s a particularly strenuous role to 
play under the glare of the 
Christmas lights. For those of us 
who perform the monthly bal- 
ancing act of paying the rent and 
carrying the mortgage, the Yule- 
tide season brings with it an cruel 
and unrelenting pressure to 
provide, spend and acquire even 
more for our families. 


Road rage on Candy 
Cane Lane 


The newspaper lying at the front 
door contains thick, colourful 
flyers, and every day the paperboy 
brings. more. Within television's 
event horizon of suspended 
credibility, Scrooge’s parsimony is 
annually vilified and his 


transformation into cheerful gift- 
giver then applauded. But 
Dickens’s story reveals how easily 
it is to move between Christmas 
joy and Christmas~hate, Short- 
tempered horn-blowing at traffic 
signals gives way to middle-finger 
theatrics at long left turns, and 
then to horn-honking confron- 
tations over parking spaces at 
shopping malls. 

And all for what? If Christmas 
really is a newsworthy event, then 
somehow, we've buried the lead. For 
that father at Wal-Mart, what 
mattered was claiming a stake in his 
daughters’ gratitude, and acknow- 
ledging his success as a provider. I 
hope he did not ignore the 
symbolism of children waiting in 
line as they learned to share. iV] 


“Pope” wants dope, jail says “nope” 


Spouse demands 
justice for epileptic 
druid 


By CHARLES MANDEL 


K:: Kirk won't be home for 
Christmas, but his spouse, Amy 
von Stackelberg, is hoping he'll at 
least receive fair treatment in the 
Fort Saskatchewan jail, 
where he’s serving five 
months for trafficking 
marijuana 

Kirk is currently the subject of 
a poster campaign alleging that 
his life is endangered because of 
that he was 
force-fed tranquilizers against his 
will and that he has suffered 


his incarceration, 
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injuries while in jail. The posters 
also call for Kirk’s release and the 
“right to medical pot in jail.” 

During his court appearance 
two wecks ago, Kirk unsuccessfully 
argued that he shouldn’t be sent to 
jail for selling marijuana because, as 
an epileptic, he could be injured 
during a seizure. 

Although Kirk pleaded guilty 
to charges of trafficking 
marijuana, he tried to have his 

sentence reduced to a 

$500 fine and one day 

in jail, on the grounds 

that he needed the pot 
to alleviate his epilepsy. 

Since entering the jail on 
December 9, according to von 
Stackelberg, Kirk has suffered a 
head injury during one epileptic 
seizure and nearly fell two stories 
over a railing during a second. 

Von Stackelberg says that in 
the first instance, Kirk received a 
welt on his head, and that during 
the second seizure, another 
inmate grabbed Kirk and narrowly 
rescued him from plunging two 
stories to the ground. 


Tranqs for nothing 


Von Stackelberg goes on to accuse 
prison authorities of forcing the 
37-year-old Edmonton man to take 
Librium, a tranquilizer, for four 


days. “They threatened to put him «?' nearest police station if they think —~ 


in solitary confinement if he 
didn’t take it,” she says. 

She says prison guards 
stopped giving Kirk the drug after 
von Stackelberg complained to 
Jim Cook, the Alberta govern- 
ment’s manager of correctional 
services. Kirk is now receiving 
anti-convulsion medication and 
anti-depressants, according to von 
Stackelberg, who says neither 
medication is effective in 
preventing his seizures. 

Von Stackelberg hopes to 
convince the prison to allow Kirk 
to have marijuana in jail for 


medicinal purposes. “In the 
United States, eight people 
receive marijuana under a 


compassionate-use program,” she 
notes. 

Peter Tadman, director of 
Alberta Justice Communications, 
says he can’t discuss Kirk’s case, 
citing confidentiality. “All 
offenders receive proper medical 
treatment and it’s a matter 
between the offender and the 
physician," he says. 

Tadman has nothing to say 
about the poster campaign, 
except that “people do things, put 
up posters and phone all over the 
place,” a reference to several calls 
Kirk has made to the media. 

“If anybody has any concerns, 
they should take them to the 


there’s something illegal or 
improper,’ Tadman says. 


Restricting the intake 
of Druids 


But von Stackelberg says she'd be 
unlikely to get a sympathetic 
hearing from police. “I find 
generally if you go to police with 
a problem about themselves or 
any other authority, they're not 
effective about doing anything 
about it” 

Von Stackelberg says prison 
authorities didn’t ask about Kirk’s 
medical history until he requested 
grass for medicinal purposes: 
“Once he started “asking for 
marijuana, they said, ‘We don’t 
actually know about your epilepsy 

“I suspect the reason they're 

"so keen on providing 
pharmaceuticals in jail is because 
pharmaceuticals are profitable to 
companies and marijuana in jail.is 
not,” says von Stackelberg. “They 
very happily provided him with 
anti-convulsants and tranquilizers 
without knowing much about his 
medical background.” 

Von Stackelberg also questions 
the prison’s disruption of a 
sweetgrass ceremony that Kirk—a 
Pope in the Church of Reformed — 
Druids—was participating in. She 
notes that it is a criminal offence to 
disrupt'a’religious ceremony. 












We Ad ST 5 
December 30, 1998 











Rejection of bank 
mergers applauded 





OTTAWA—Federal Finance Minis- 
ter Paul Martin’s rejection last 
week of the proposed bank merg- 
ers has won a thumbs-up from the 
Canadian Community Reinvest- 
ment Coalition (CCRC). 

“Approving the mergers 
would have shortchanged the 
public and allowed the banks to 
nickel-and-dime their customers 
even more in the future,” said Duff 
Conacher, coordinator of Democ- 
racy Watch and chair of the CCRC. 

The Mackay Task Force on 
Financial Services found Canada’s 
banking industry to be more con- 
centrated than that of any other 
industrialized country, while the 
Competition Bureau found the 
mergers would have likely 
reduced customer choice. 

“Stopping the mergers is not 
enough,” Conacher added. “Cana- 
dians want better banks and the 
only way is to pass accountability 
and consumer protection laws 
similar to laws in the U.S” 


Y2K group plans 
meeting 


EDMONTON—A _ representative 
from a community-based Year 
2000 (Y2K) group in California is 
hoping to set up a similar body 
here in Edmonton. Tad Hargrave, a 
former Edmontonian, is hosting a 
meeting Sunday, December 27 
from 2 to 4 p.m., at 10020 Whyte 
Ave. 

It is imperative for local com- 
munities to be prepared for the 
so-called millennium bug, says 
Hargrave, a member of the Santa 
Cruz Y2K Community Task Force. 
The bug is the result of computer 
and microchip programming that 
uses two- instead of four-digit 
numbers to represent the year. 

In the year 2000, computers 
and chips that are using the two- 
digit system will mistakenly 
believe the year 1900 has arrived, 
causing numerous glitches and 
crashes, 

Hargrave says Y2K is a relative- 
ly easy problem to fix, but warns 
that it’s almost impossible to 
locate every bug within more 
than 180 million lines of comput- 


er code and billions of embedded _ 


chips. 

Electrical power supplies, 
water and sewage, food distribu- 
tion systems, automated teller 


machines, and hundreds of other _ 


computer-reliant industries and 
systems are expected to be affect- 
ed. 

Complicating things is the fact 
that many companies aren't forth- 
coming as to what they’ve done to 
ensure Y2K compliance. For 
instance, Hargrave says, a number 
of major phone companies in the 
United States won't say whether 
their phone lines are ready for 
Y2K. 

The companies are simply 


concerned they might, be, sued, which is calling for a, public... resorts in, the Rocky Mountain.” * Alice Duns 
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according to Hargrave. “It’s not a 
climate that breeds the frank and 
honest discussions we need so 
clearly here.” 

So what's to be done? 

Hargrave advises people to be 
home when the millennium 
arrives. “Think in terms of how 
you would prepare for an earth- 
quake that you knew could take 
out power for a little while. Ask 
yourself and your family, “What do 
we depend on? What do we 
need? How can we prepare our- 
selves to handle a situation in 
which some of what we might 
need might not be available for a 
short time?’” 

Hargrave suggests people 
stock up on candles, flashlights 
and propane camping stoves; one 
should also try to have bottled 
water and a few weeks’ supply of 
food on hand, as well as a fire- 
place or wood stove. 

The December 27 meeting is 
free and open to the public. 


Sharp rise in child 
welfare cases 


EDMONTON—Alberta’s child wel- 
fare caseload is the fastest rising 
in Canada, according to new sta- 
tistics obtained by the Edmonton 
Social Planning Council. 

The council says the number 
of children in the welfare system 
has climbed 46.6 per cent 
between 1993 and 1997. Current- 
ly, Alberta has 11,769 children in 
the system. That's 3,816 more than 
in 1993, and represents 1.3 out of 
every 100 children. 

“The number of families in cri- 
sis is evidence of the complete 


‘breakdown of our preventive 


social system,” said Brian Bechtel, 
executive director of the council, 
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review of the child welfare prob- 
lem. 


Same-sex book 
ban overturned 


VANCOUVER—A ban against three 
children’s books featuring same- 
sex parents has been overturned 
by the British Columbia Supreme 
Court. 

Madame Justice Mary Saun- 
ders referred the matter back to 
the Surrey school board, noting 
their original decision to ban was 
influenced by the trustees’ reli- 
gious views and violated the 
School Act. 

The Surrey School Board tried 
to ban Asha’s Mums, One Dad, 
Two Dads, Brown Dads, Blue 
Dads, and Belinda’s Bouquet. 

The ruling does not mean the 
books must be used in class- 
rooms, but it contained strong 
deterrents against any attempts 
on the part of the school board to 
ban them again. 


Vaccine found, 
trees rejoice 


TORONTO—Dutch elm discase 
may become a thing of the past, 
thanks to a new vaccine devel- 
oped by a research team at the 
University of Toronto. 

News of the vaccine was pub- 
lished in New Scientist magazine. 
The vaccine works by tricking the 
elms into releasing an antifungal 
substance that fights off the dis- 
ease. 


No place in parks for 
ski resorts 


JASPER—Environmentalists told a 
federal panel last week that ski 
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national parks shouldn't be 
allowed. The green groups are 
arguing the resorts disrupt 
wildlife habitat and conflict with 
the parks' mandate. 

But ski operators said they 
want continued growth for their 
facilities, noting that Heritage Min- 
ister Sheila Copps also favours ski 
areas in the parks 


Turmoil and opinion- 
gathering at the CBC 





TORONTO—In an unprecedented 
move this spring, the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation is plan- 
ning to hit the road and gather 
public opinion on its operation 
before its licence renewal comes 
before the Canadian Radio-Televi- 
sion and Telecommunications 
Commission. 

The announcement follows 
last week's resignation of one of 
the station’s top managers, the 
vice-president of English net- 
works at CBC-TV. 

Since the arrival of new cable 
pay channels in September, the 
public broadcaster has lost 11 per 
cent of its English language audi- 
ence. As well, CBC has had $151.4 
million cut from its budget in the 
last year. 


Metamasius atwoodi is the black 
beetle author Margaret Atwood 
paid $500 to have named after her 
father, an entomologist. 

We think it’s a terrific idea and 
wondered what other Canadian 
authors could be linked to insects. 
* Irving Layton: stag beetle 
* Mordecai Richler: slug 
* Pierre Berton: housefly 
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VUEparng 
By LESLEY PRIMEAU 


Saddam and Gomorrah 


BomBinG !RAQ? impeaching the 
president? What a busy time of 
year for those Americans—and to 
think they still have Christmas and 
New Year's to get through! And to 
top it all off, the Speaker-elect 
admits to having committed adul- 
tery and designs to resign. The 
best part of the whole saga is its 
ongoing nature—~just when you 
think it couldn't possibly get any 
more bizarre, amazingly, it does. 

Let's look at the latest instal- 
ment of this tantalizing drama. Bill 
Clinton, who enjoys amazing pop- 
ularity despite appearing to be 
morally bankrupt, decides to 
bomb Saddam Hussein in order to 
bring him into line with a U.N. 
agreement allowing weapons 
inspectors to traipse around the 
sun-baked desert looking for 
weapons of mass destruction. I’m 
not certain what they're supposed 
to do if they actually find any, but 
in any case, Hussein apparently 
reneged on his end of the deal, the 
inspectors cried foul and the U.S. 
wound up with its missiles pointed 
at Iraq just waiting for the word 
“shoot.” There's never been any 
indication that the Scourge of the 
Desert cares two hoots about 
missiles flying overhead so fong as 
his own head remains safe, so why 
send them? 

Certain pundits would have 
you believe that the strike was 
necessary to prove a point. Uh- 
huh. More cynical minds have 
argued that the president ordered 
the strike just to buy himself an 
extra day or two of stalling time 
on Capitol Hill—as though any- 
thing could stop the Republicans 
in their quest for impeachment! 
Personally, | cannot believe that 
Clinton ordered the attack on 
Iraq in an effort to boost his sag- 
ging popularity—he's already 
more popular than Furbys. Still, 
the missiles fly, the impeachment 
process continues and what has 
been accomplished? Iraqi deaths 
and a lame-duck president. 

Meanwhile, | fail to understand 
what ditching the president could 
possibly gain the Republicans. Al 
Gore is a well-liked guy, and Bill 
Clinton is enjoying the kind of 
popularity most presidents have 
only dreamed of. What will the — 


American voter think of the 
“Republicans for spending so much 
“money on a campaign to eliminate 


a president they so overwhelming- 
ly approve of? Wouldn't this senti- 
ment effectively hand Gore his 
first term? And let's be realistic— 


to fire missiles 
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Staff 
Picks 


20% off the following titles 


A Wizard of Earthsea 

by Ursula LeGuin 

A fantasy tale both profound and wise, it is the 

story of a young man’s growing understanding 

of the nature of power and the power of 

acceptance. 
: Christine 





Remains of the Day 
by Kazuo Ishiguro 
The story is simple, but the words and emotions 
are complex. Ishiguro's prose is measured yet 
poetic and, like the tale it tells, ultimately 
poignant. 

Ron 





Hockey for Dummies 

by John Davidson with John 

Steinbreder 

Living in a city that eats, sleeps and breathes 

hockey isn't easy if you can't follow the game. 

This easy-to-follow book will take you through 

it step by step, complete with all the 

rules...without making you feel like a dummy. 
Carolyn 


The Complete Tales of 

Winnie-the-Pooh 

by A.A. Milne 

Great lessons of childhood and friendship for 

children of all ages. Winnie has humour, heart, 

and honey. You never can tell with bees! 
Michaelle 


Chapters Strathcona 
10504-82 Avenue 
Edmonton. AB 
T6E 2A4 
Ph: 435-1290 
Hours: 9 am - 11 pm daily 











Fiction: Hardcover 
I)The Love of a Good Woman 
Alice Munroe (McClelland & Stewart) 
2)A Man in Full 
Tom Wolfe (Bantam) 
3)Bag of Bones 
Stephen King (Distican) 
4)Path of Daggers 
Robert Jordan (HB Fenn) 
5)Mirror Image 
Danielle Steel (Bantam) 

















Non-fiction: Hardcover 
I)Titans 

Peter C. Newman (Penguin) 
2)In the Meantime 

lyanla Vanzant (Distican) 
3)Simple Abundance 

Sarah ban Breathnach (HB Fenn) 
4)Blue Trust 

Stevie Cameron (General) 
5)The Eatons 

Rod McQueen (General) 











Fiction: Trade Paperback 
I)Fatal Majesty 

Reay Tannahill (McArthur & Co.) 
2)Tara Road 

Maeve Binchy (McArthur & Co.) 
3)Barney’'s Version 

Mordecai Richler (Alfred A. Knopf) 
4)Midwives 

Chris Bohjalian (Random House) 
5)Snow Falling of Cedars 

David Guterson (Random House) 
oS 
Non-fiction: Trade Paperback 
!)Don't Sweat the Small Stuff 

Richard Carlson (HB Fenn) 
2)Best of the Best of Bridge & More 

Best of Bridge 
3)Stump Farm 

Robert J. Adams (Megai 
4)Chicken Soup fon te Wert s Soul 
| _ Jack Canfield et al (Thomas Allen & Sons) 

5)Don't Sweat the Small Stuff at Work 

Richard Carbon (HB Fenn) 


| Fletion: Mass Market 
| 1)Fear Nothing 
| _ Dean Koontz (Bantam) 
2)Power Plays ruthless.com 
Tom Clancy (Berkley) 
3)Ghost 
Danielle Steel (Bantam) 
| 4)She's Come Undone 
| whit Lamb (Distican) 
5)Thrill 
Notie Collins (Simon & Schuster) 


| BESTSELLER information 
compiled by 


Sa YOKS 
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found the film more appealing if it didn't like the show. —Ed.] 
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TTERS - TO = THE + EDITOR 
Film got snowed 


It might be worth pointing out to 
your film critic, Atul Khullar, that the 
esteemed journal Cabiers du Ciné 
ma, which launched the careers of 
several film criticsturned-filmmak- 
ers and created the French New 
Wave, had a policy of never publish- 
ing a negative review of a film. The 
idea behind this policy was that it is 
much more difficult to find con- 
structive reasons for liking a film 
than for disliking one. Ultimately, a 
negative review tells the reader noth- 
ing of a particular film except the 
prejudices of the reviewer. 

Khullar’s recent review of Will It 
Snow for Christmas? [“Will it Snow? 
gets chilly reception,” Dec. 17-23) isa 
case in point. After spending most of 
the review trashing European film in 
general, and admitting his distaste for 
films that challenge mainstream Hol- 
lywood-style narratives (including 
even Crash, a pretty mainstream 
movie by European standards), 
Khullar demonstrates that he has 
succumbed to the first flaw of a 
junior film reviewer: finding fault 
with the logic of the story. 

“This kind of stuff could only 
happen in France... Why doesn't this 
woman do something about this sub- 
human treatment?” wrote Khullar. 
Apparently he is unwilling to imag- 
ine that somewhere in the world 
people do live such desperate exis- 
tences as depicted in this film, or that 
some women -find themselves 
unable to break out of circles of 
abuse. Perhaps Khullar would have 
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followed Hollywood logic and fea- 
tured the abused woman killing her 
husband and taking off across the 
country, pursued by the police with 
some explosions thrown in for fun. 
Well, most of the world doesn’t 
function that way, and thankfully 
there are still a few filmmakers out 
there trying to tell stories that Holly- 
wood, to its shame, ignores. I 
encourage anyone who cares about 
such films to continue to patronize 
Metro Cinema, although it is unlikely 
they will get a clear picture of the 
films we present from some review- 
ers at Vue Weekly. 
Bill Evans 
Programme director, Metro Cinema 
Society 


Read on! 


I had hoped to win tickets to the 
Mediaeval Babes, because I am a stu- 
dent and have a limited income. I 
didn’t, and in the end I couldn't raise 
the money, so I stayed at home. 
Then I went to read the review 
of the Babes show, but it was nonex- 
istent because the reviewer, David 
Gobeil Taylor, didn’t like the show 
[Classical Notes, Dec. 17-23]. Instead, 
there was a bunch of (albeit nice) 
rhapsodizing about the St. Albert 
Transit system. So now I don’t even 
get a rundown of the show that I 
missed. 
Jay Carley 


[In fact, almost half of last week's 
Classical Notes was devoted to a 
review of the Medieval Babes 
show—obviously some readers did- 
n't make it that far. I'm sure there’s 
a lesson to be learned bere (on both 
sides)—but all 'll say is pick up the 
paper again and you'll read in 
excruciating detail exactly why I 
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Welcome to Alice’s 
wonderland 


By CHRIS TENOVE 


nee a writer carns the critical 

and popular attention of her 
country, her public persona tends 
to hover over each of her works. 
Even in polite, nondescript Canada, 
our most acclaimed writers have 
vivid public faces: Margaret 
Atwood's wiry curls and deadpan 
humour, Mordecai Richler's heavy 
jowls and catty put- 
downs, the reserved but 
smoldering sensuality of 
Michael Ondaatje. When 
it comes to these writ- 
ers, it's hard to forget 
about the author behind 
the book. 

Not so with Alice 
Munro. Munro, recipient 
of three Governor-Gen- 
eral’s Awards and widespread 
acclaim in the States, has more 
earned her status as a major 
writer, but manages to keep her 
personality out of her fiction as 
well as the public eye. Significant- 
ly, the bio Munro's publisher sent 
along to accompany her latest col- 
lection of short stories, The Love 
of a Good Woman, does not con- 
tain a single biographical detail—it 
only describes critical receptions 
of her fiction. And despite the 
attention the book is sure to get, 
Munro has foregone the custom- 
ary book tour. 

Maybe Munro avoids publicity 
simply because she doesn’t need it. 
The Love of a Good Woman has 
remained comfortably near the top 
of Canadian bestseller lists since it 
was released, and it recently won the 
most lucrative of Canadian fiction 
awards, the Giller Prize. 

Even though Munro the author 
may be absent from her stories, the 
characters populating them are dis- 
concertingly real and alive. She does- 
n't create a world and plop a few 
characters into it; instead, worlds 
emerge from the inner workings of 
the individuals she creates. Every 
story in this collection distills a per- 
son's essence into a handful of mem- 
orable scenes. After reading these 
stories, you could meet these people 
on the street and not only recognize 
them, but you guess how they would 


$32.99 





The Love of a Good 
Woman ® by Alice 
Munro © McClelland & 
Stewart * 340 pp. © 





a eee 
betrayal of a lover. 


What about the gangster 
of love? age 


Betrayal of love is one of the princi- 
ple subjects of this collection. The tri- 
umph of love—often hard-fought 
and bloody—is another. In “The Chil- 
dren Stay,” a woman is drawn 
towards adultery. “For 
love, observers would say 
wryly, writes Munro. 
“Meaning for sex, None 
of this would happen if it 
wasn’t for sex.” 

“Before the 
Change” tells the story of 
a daughter who returns 
to her estranged father's 
home after a painful 
rejection. During her struggle to re- 
establish some sort of meaningful 
relationship with him, she learns the 
secret at the heart of his small-town 
doctor's clinic. 

But no story in this collection 
shows the turbulent nature of love 
more clearly than the title story, 
which is virtually the culmination of 
everything Munro has learned in the 
course of writing nine collections of 
short fiction. After reading “The Love 
of a Good Woman,” you feel as if 
you've finished a novel;-not_just a 
story. The tale begins as three boys 
discover the body of the town 
optometrist. Munro uses that event 
as an opening to explore their home 
lives, their friendships and the small 
town where they live—then, after 30 
pages, she drops them from the story 
and never mentions them again. 
Instead, a saintly nurse and her 
repugnant patient take centre stage. 
By the story's end, though, all these 
threads combine within a scene of 
heart-stopping clarity. 

Munro achieves her moments of 
vision by the gradual, meandering 
accumulation of events and impres- 
sions. Stories built this way—the 
slow piling-up of details until a 
moment of revelation finally 
occurs—require a Certain amount of 
trust on the part of the reader. But 
with this collection, Munro has 
shown once again that she is an 
author who can be trusted. oO 
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Toronto poet's work 
needs exterminator 


By THERESA SHEA 


ets generally publish “New and 
Selected” volumes either when 


they are well-established or when 
the poetry world clam- 
ours for one. Such is not 
the case with Toronto 
poet Lynn Crosbie, who 
has only three volumes 
of poetry to her credit 
(Miss Pamela's Mercy, 
VillainElle, and Pearl). 
Her collection of new 
and selected poems is 
definitely premature. 

Queen Rat contains six sec- 
tions, and in order to understand or 
appreciate the first, “Fredo Pentan- 
geli? readers will have to remember 
the plot and characters of The God- 
father. Too often, Crosbie relies on 
such cultural signposts to give her 
poetic universe its meaning; there 
is nothing wrong with writing 
about popular culture, of course, 
but in poetry, the craft must always 
be equal to the content. Again and 
again, Crosbie fails to supply the 
first element of the equation. 


Alphabet group 


In “Alphabet City, the third section, 
Crosbie presents 26 poems (from A 
to Z) focusing on Toronto and its 
inhabitants. These poems remain 
largely insular, since Crosbie seems 
to write more for her friends than 
for her readers. (Given the popular- 
ity of poetry in our culture, though, 
a cynic might say these are one and 
the same.) She uses people’s names 
throughout as though readers are 
familiar with both her friends and 
even her social life. The first poem, 
for example, begins as follows: 

“I left my little black jacket at 
Diane’s and he forgot his raincoat. 
Susan drove us downtown, telling 
us about the tantric orgasm; he 
offered to pick up our coats. He 
called me to meet him, and we 
went to Hernando’s Hideaway. We 
talked about Daniel’s death, and I 
asked if he was depressed. I hardly 
ever talk about killing myself any- 
more, he said.” 
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Queen Rat: New and 
Selected Poems * By 
Lynn Crosbie * Anansi 
© 151 pp. © $18.95 





THE CITY'S HOTTEST NEW NITE CLUB 


Now... Party and dance 5 days/week 
with D/} Bobby Bebice 


8 AS nhs 1) 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 
8pm - 2:30 am $7.00 Advance ($10.00 @ Door) 


(8- 10pm; $1.50 Hiballs) 
Featuring: 


CROSSROADS & DJ Bobby Breeze 


en 1 2345- -118 Adve e. 


This excerpt is not poetry; it’s 
not even interesting prose 


Narrow scope, 
slick veneer 


The bulk of Queen Rat contains 
selections from Crosbie's earlier 
volumes that only highlight the nar- 
rowness of her outlook 
Crosbie's insistent focus 
on the dark side of 
human nature and gritty 
urban realism becomes 
tiresome, particularly 
because she brings no 
imaginative depth, no 
grappling with ideas, to 
the slick veneer. Also, 
Crosbie’s attempts to 
illustrate the wide range of her 
reading by prefacing her poems 
with excerpts from famous pocts 
only draws attention to her embar- 
rassing desire to be taken seriously. 

When she’s not flaunting her 
literary knowledge, Crosbie works 
hard to appear hip by using snip- 
pets from writers like Xaviera Hol- 
lander and Jim Morrison, and dedi- 
cating poems to Farrah Fawcett and 
Jack the Ripper. Again, the poet’s 
desire, almost a need, to be seen as 
a pop culture vulture undermines 
whatever serious intent her poems 
might otherwise contain. 

It’s a shame, because Crosbie 
can turn out some accomplished 
lines, and she does demonstrate an 
occasional flair for flashy imagery. 
Ultimately, however, this is the poet- 
ic equivalent of sex, drugs, and rock 
’n’ roll—lots of glitz, lots of attitude, 
but with very little substance back- 
ing it up. 





By STEVEN SANDOR 
and JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press-box fixtures John 
ond Steven wonder why all the fuss 
over Peter Nedved. Sure, the Rangers 
have taken off since they got the enig- 
matic Czech, but that has a fot more 
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to do with the red-hot Wayne Gretzky 
than it does wah Peter the Great. fs 
Nedved getting three points o gome? Ah, 
how we ail underestimate the Great 
One. 


Topic: Random thoughts 


Steve: i'm in Toronto right now, and 
its awfully hard to get Oilers high- 
lights, let alone news on the team out 
here. Last weekend, the Gretzky cir- 
cus was in town to celebrate the 
Great One’s last game at MLG. Oh 
my God—t referred to the Gardens 
as “MUG.” I'm reverting. Anyways, all | 
Saw was two quick shots from the 3- 
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0 loss at Carolina (where fans are 
as rare as Democrats) and noticed 
yet another empty rink. | can see 
that going to Carolina would make 
the Oilers nostalgic. A Carolina 
crowd would remind them of 
their pee-wee days, except that 
they get prime ice time in Greens- 
boro. | see that Hurricanes offi- 
cials have curtained off the top 
tier of their home rink, so the 
place doesn’t seem so empty. This 
attempt at fudging the numbers 
allowed the ‘Canes to have their 
first-ever sellout two weeks ago, 
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A BOLD START 


YOU'VE JUST 
FURNISHED YOUR 
NEW APARTMENT. 


AND THERE ISN'T 
A MILK CRATE 
IN SIGHT. 
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By MAUREEN MOORE 


W: what clse would you 
expect? It’s a boxing shorts 
feature for boxing day week! Ever 
since Marky Mark and CK (that’s 
Calvin Klein, for those pop-cultural- 
ly-challenged) exposed the—dare 
we say—underside of boxing 
shorts, these sexy togs have 
become very stylish indeed. Virtual- 
ly every designer with a name to 
flaunt has retooled the ordinary 


we say—beauty. And boxing shorts 
can’t get much more enticing than 





the Hugo Boss and Tommy Hilfiger | 


togs featured above. A style for 
every type of body, these under- 
wear can enhance or hide every lit- 
tle (no inference intended) thing, 
leaving everything or nothing to 
the imagination. Model Bill 
Sedgewick, the captain of Edmon- 
ton’s own Drillers soccer team, 
could give old Marky a run for his 
money—no ifs, ands or butts about 


boxing short into a thing of—dare it. tv) 
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By DAVID DiCENZO 





' Vue's resident sports buff David 
DiCenzo may be home for the hol- 
idays, but that doesn’t mean 
Sports Notes is taking time off. 
While there may be a few more 
Ontario references than usual, 
trust us—some of it has Alberta 
implications, 


Farewell to a 
Hockey shrine 


I will always remember Saturday, 
December 19, 1998 as a very spe- 
cial day—my last time visiting a 
true shrine. Maple Leaf Gardens is 
the only sports venue I have 
entered in my entire life that sent 
chills down my spine (although 
driving by Yankee Stadium came 
close). So you can imagine my sad- 
ness knowing I'd never be inside 
it again. Seeing this glorious place 
once again only made it more dif- 
ficult to comprehend the ugly 
trend of the ‘90s’ new arenas/sta- 
diums. Why ruin something so 
sacred? Well, the bottom line, as 
usual, is dollars, but the most dis- 
turbing thing about this trend is 
that sport has become inaccessi- 
ble to those who love it most. 
New buildings and insane salaries 
equals increased ticket prices, 
which means the average dude 
can’t take his kid to a game any- 
more. Sporting events are left to 
the cheesy suits who try to 
impress a date or some business 
client. Pathetic. 

As for the game, the Leafs 
destroyed an overmatched New 
York Rangers squad 7-4 (not near- 
ly as close as it sounds). Besides 
myself, there was one other char- 
acter making his last visit to the 
Gardens: some old guy named 
Wayne with a big fat number on 
his back. While I'll never forget 
the Leafs winning this. game, 
what's also permanently etched 
on my brain is the vision of Gret- 
zky holding the puck behind the 
net while Toronto’s defence 
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scrambled to cover the other 
Rangers. Ah, but to no avail; Wayne 
laid down a perfect pass to set up 
New York's first goal, just like in 
the glory days in that icy Alberta 
capital. Simply beautiful to watch 


Bulldogs’ bite as good 
as their bark 


Hamilton, Ontario, as most Oiler 
fans know, is home to the Bull- 
dogs, Edmonton's minor league 
affiliate. The Dogs are having 
themselves a decent enough sea- 
son, standing as of Tuesday, 
December 22 at 15-10-3-2 (the 2 
refers to overtime losses, for 
which American Hockey League 
teams get one point...who 
knew?). Well, one member is itch- 
ing to get back up with the big 
boys and if the Oilers keep play- 
ing like they’re still in junior, 
maybe he'll get his chance. Big 
winger Daniel Lacroix has tasted 
life in the NHL before (183 games, 
to be exact) and there's no place 
he’d rather be. “I have to stay 
focused on what took me to the 
NHL, what can bring me back up 
there and, at the same time, what 
am I doing to be effective and 
help the team that I’m with now, 
Lacroix recently told Garry McKay 
of the Hamilton Spectator. \f 
Edmonton keeps losing, all the big 
man needs to do is be able to 
breathe.A body with life might be 
a step up at this point. 


Mourning has 
broken 


While the NBA nears an agree- 
ment between owners and play- 
ers, the idiocy of both sides 
involved can’t be emphasized 
enough. Representing the union, 
all-star centre Alonzo Mourning 
spouted off last week, referring 
to the owners as racist. Statisti- 
cally speaking, when virtually 
every owner is white and about 
85 per cent of the players are 
black, it may very well seem that 
way. But 'Zo, listen up for a sec— 
you take credibility away from 
your organization when you use 
the same excuse that every head- 
case athlete always uses, especial- 
ly during bargaining time. The 
numbers are what they are, and 
perhaps your $10 million a year 
will give you comfort. Lord give 
me strength. oO 
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when just over | 1,000 showed up 
to see the Wings come to town. 
Sure, the top bowi was empty, but 
it still counts as a sell-out—and 
most of those were probably 
Wings fans who wanted a chance 
to enjoy some sun and actually get 
a chance at buying front-row 
seats. 

John: You didn’t miss anything. 
Edmonton fans here could only 
dream about not being able to see 
the highlights. Who wants to see 
how Edmonton fost another 


peers 2 


game? I've been going to the Drillers 
games instead. The situation in Car- 
olina is amusing. though. The Hart- 
ford Whalers would draw 12,000- 
plus fans and that was considered a 
problem. In Carolina, 5,000 fans 
showing up to a game is not a prob- 
lem. The reason? | don’t know, Mr. 
Beteman, what is the basis for this 
kind of logic? 

Steve: To change gears, I'd just like to 
say that it's nice to see the Coyotes 
crash and burn. | watched the Leafs 
pour in four goals in 4:05 and go on to 
a 5-2 win. “Our feet will be sore from 
all the butt-kicking we'll do after this 
one,” “Yotes coach jim Schoenfeld said 
after the game. Most satisfying 


Page 9 


moment: sitting next to Keith 
Tkachuk in the MLG press-box and 
watching him put his head in his 
hands as the Leafs’ barrage began. 
Sorry about the groin, Keith. 
John: Phoenix still has a great 
record, but I’m not surprised to 
see them losing a few games now. 
| think the only person who 
believes they're so good they 
shouldn't lose any games is Keith 
Tkachuk, but then he is the best 
player in the NHL today. | expect 
to see them fose a few more 
games before this season is over. 
Steve: {'ll have more on Gretz 
and the Blueshirts when | get 
back to Edmonton next week. 
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First Night shows New Year’s resolution 


Volunteers infest 
fest’s success 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


{fa year's First Night Festival fea- 
tures about three dozen indoor 
and outdoor performers in more 
than 20 downtown ven- 
ues, The wild Grande 
Finale involves an army 
of marauding millenni- 
um bugs, an erupting 
volcano, fireworks and, if 
my reading of the cue 
sheet on the wall of First 
Night headquarters is 
accurate, a meteorite crash trig- 
gered by the burp of some kind of 
giant baby. This event is not the 
kind of thing that happens all by 
itself. 

Co-ordinating the festival, 
which is the oldest, biggest, and 
arguably the most successful First 
Night in Canada, is production 
manager Don Snider, an efficient 
but proudly non-conforming “I 
wear a T-shirt to work” type who, 
even as I spoke to him, was taking 
one call after another—the mom- 
entary triumph he felt after con- 
vincing a local company to loan 


PARTY 
LIKE 
’s 

1999 


A look at some of 
First Night’s good 
Auld performers 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


he First Night Festival, with its 

no-alcohol policy and its empha- 
sis on providing Edmontonians with 
a safe family-oriented environment, 
has a kind of goody-goody Story- 
book Village reputation. But the 
entertainment offered is actually a 
lot more diverse and has a lot more 
adult appeal than you might expect. 
As | talked to some of the quirkier 
acts who'll be performing this year, 
| began to wonder whether vaude- 
ville is dead after all. The First Night 
organizers have put together a line- 
up of musical acts, performance 
artists, magicians, hypnotists, come- 
dians—and one to two other peo- 
ple whose work seems to belong to 
no existing category whatsoever. 

| decided not to talk to people 
like Bill Bourne, Maria Dunn, Lester 
Quitzau, Maren Ord or Jennifer 
Gibson, since | figured most Edmon- 
tonians are pretty familiar with 
their work already. | decided not to 
talk to people like Button the 
Clownette or Buddy, star of the 
One Clown Variety Show, because | 
find clowns frightening. Instead, fol- 
low me as | talk to some of the 
more unusual or lesser-known 
attractions at this year’s festival. If 
nothing else, you'll see that we des- 
perately need to find a new New 
Year's song whose meaning we can 
all be clear on. 
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the festival an expensive piece of 
equipment for the night quickly 
fading as he tackled the problem 
of how to transport it to the site. 

“First Night works in Edmon- 
ton,” Snider says, “one, because we 
have a tremendous arts communi- 
ty—all the performers you need are 
right here in town. But it also works 
organizationally, 
because we work with 
the City of Edmonton, 
Edmonton Transit and 
the downtown parkades 
to make getting down- 
town cheap and accessi- 
ble. And First Night also 
exists because of long- 
term relationships we've main- 
tained with a lot of private people. 
Our lighting companies, our sound 
companies have been good to us 
They don’t give us things for free, 
but they don’t beat us up at full 
retail either” 

Snider is adamant about deal- 
ing with Edmonton businesses as 
much as possible. (While being 
interviewed recently on the A- 
Channel, Snider invited anyone 
who griped about living in a great 
city like Edmonton to move out 
and leave the place for those of us 
who properly appreciate it.) “If 


| wasn’t sure whether ska music and 
New Year’s Eve could be com- 
bined—and then this week, two 
things happened to me. One was lis- 
tening to Graham Parker songs like 
“Howlin’ Wind” and “Don’t Ask Me 
Questions,” which 
combine a slow, 
edgy ska sound 
with some charac- 
teristically angry, 
end-of-the-millen- 
nium lyrics. The 
other was meeting 
three-sevenths of 
the young Edmon- 
ton ska band the 
Clones, who will 
by vying for atten- 
tion with banjo 
players, oldies groups and other 
more traditional First Night fare. 

None of the Clones is older 
than 18. That's barely old enough to 
justify their insistence that we meet 
in the smoking Café La Gare, and 
yet they're already at a point in the 
development of their band where 
they can refer to a six-song EP they 
recorded in March as “sounding 
dated.” 

“Lately, we've been doing a lot 
more traditional ska,” explains gui- 
tarist Eric Budd. “We're slowing 
things down, and relying more on a 
groove. Our influence now go back 
to the old Jamaican music—the 
Skatellites, Desmond Dekker, stuff 


like that.” 
“In Edmonton, there’s two other 
ska bands, maybe three—the 


Mugshots, the Mad Bomber Soci- 
ety,” says trombonist Emily Kulasa. 
“We're the youngest of all of them, 
but at the same time we're the most 
traditional.” (The ska community 
takes care of its own, though: the 
band credits Mad Bomber Society 
with helping them get bigger and 
bigger gigs, including their slot at 
First Night.) 

The band began as a four-piece 
punk outfit, but quickly grew in size, 
style and musical sophistication 
once the horn section was added. 
Significantly, aside from a token cou- 
ple of cover specialties, the band 
writes its own material and arrange- 
ments. “We used to play shows 








» he reminisces about his, days, with 


I'm going to drop money, he says 
proudly, “I'll drop it with a local 
company so it goes around this 
economy—that’s a philosophy 
that I personally try to stick with. 
When I have to buy or rent scaf- 
folding, say, I'll go to a Canadian 
company, because I believe in sup- 
porting the economy of the coun- 
try I live in” 


One-shot wonders 


Snider's work continues right 
through First Night and beyond; 
ironically, he probably gets to see 
no more than 20 minutes of First 
Night entertainment any given 
year. There's no time to relax.*With 
First Night,” he says,“you only have 
that six-hour window, and you 
don’t get to do it again. There’s no 
second chance, and it’s got to be 
tight. I’m out there, but it’s the vol- 
unteers—and put that in block let- 
ters—it’s the volunteers (Happy to 
oblige. —Ed.] who make this event 
happen,” 

In the weeks preceding First 
Night, the volunteers mostly hang 
out in a small workshop-slash-cos- 
tume storehouse, designing and 
sewing millennium bug outfits and 
assembling the decorations for the 


four-piece punk band after another,” 
says Budd, “and after that, when the 
audience saw this big ska band take 
the stage, they’d just be blown 
away.” 

“And with ska and reggae stuff, 
the music is just 
more uplifting,” 
says vocalist Sean 
Foster. “All that 
other stuff is so 
depressed and 
angry, and then 
we come out with 
the bright horns, 
doing dancing 
music.” 

The band sees 
First Night as an 
unlikely golden 
opportunity for them to broaden 
their appeal. “When we were play- 
ing halls,” recalls Kulasa, “it would 
be the same fifty people at every 
concert, But lately, we’ve been play- 
ing the higher-end clubs to a lot of 
people who would never, ever see 
us anywhere else.” 

Foster agrees. “First Night 
opens us up to the whole city.” 
Budd adds a final warning to 
prospective audiences: “Don’t be 
afraid to dance.” 

* Do you worry about the mil- 
lennium bug? Kulasa:“No—| think 
it's a bunch of hype.” Foster: “It’s 
definitely not going to cause the 
breakdown of society. The Clones 
will cause the breakdown of soci- 
ety.” 

* Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne”? Kulasa: 
“Yeah, sure, | don’t know what the 
title means, though. It sounds like 
someone swearing in Australian. Or 
if they get drunk on New Year's and 
slur the words, and no one under- 
stands them anyway.” 


SS eee eee) 
Dean McKenzie, Jazz Poet 


Society for the Retired and Semi- 
Retired 


7:00 and 9:30 

Dean McKenzie was a part of the 
original beat generation, and he’s a 
true believer in the movement even 
today. He’s prone to using phrases 
like “those wiggy prophets” when 
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grande finale. Spray-paint fumes 
and the warm, fragrant smell of 
glue guns fill the air as First Night 
artistic director Tim Folkmann 
shows me around. 

“This event is like Halloween? 
he explains as he points out the var- 
ious fanciful costumes that the vol- 
unteers (most of whom, amazingly, 
have no design experience whatso- 
ever) have created for themselves 
to wear while they patrol the First 
Night grounds. The material is can- 
nibalized from old outfits and 
props in the well-stocked First 
Night closets; on one shelf is a bug’s 
head that used to be the helmet 
from a suit of armour. “If you want 
to wear a 14-foot headdress and 
dress up like a dragon,” Folkmann 
says, “then this is your night.” 


Advertising dollars 
at work 


At this point, I greet Pat Scanlan, a 
technical analyst and _ self- 
described computer nerd during 
the week. This Sunday, however, 
he’s wearing a multicoloured 
shawl-like arrangement of long 
paper ribbons to see if it'll hold 
together in the blustery Edmon- 
ton cold.*I just wanted something 


the beats along the U.S.West Coast. 
Ask him a question and he responds 
in long, margin-stretching sentences 
that rival anything Whitman or 
Ginsberg ever created. But he’s no 
Maynard G. Krebs caricature living 
in the past; he thinks poetry still has 
the power to effect change right 
now, in the present day, and into the 
millennium. 

McKenzie’s First Night act, a 
dramatic reading of Allen Ginsberg’s 
seminal poem Howl with the accom- 
paniment of percussionist Todd 
Gray and Bounce bassist Thom 
Golub, is part of his crusade. Per- 
forming Howl in front of jazz com- 
bos of varying configurations has 
become something of a specialty of 
his over the last few years—his 
reading of the work at the Stroll of 
Poets two years ago earned him an 
especially enthusiastic reception, 
but McKenzie credits his success to 
the poem itself. 

“This is arguably the best poem 
of the century,” he says. “Here we 
are, so close to the second millenni- 
um, and this is the poem that strug- 
gled to make the biggest difference. 
It told us to stop our navel-gazing 
and take a look at ourselves. It holds 
all the world’s surreal rot up for 
scrutiny.” 

McKenzie once saw Ginsberg 
himself give a reading of the 
poem—at the time, though, he was 
more impressed by writers like Jack 
Kerouac and Lawrence Ferlinghetti. 
“lronically,”. McKenzie notes, “Howl 
is not actually a great performance 
poem—only because, as you hear it, 
it’s an ongoing incantation that just 
folds and unfolds all these portman- 
teau images which follow upon each 
other so closely that the mind has 
trouble handling them all.” 

It's a bit of a surprise to see 
Howl, which earned Ginsberg such 
censorious persecution upon its 
publication in the ’50s, being read at 
a family event like First Night. 
McKenzie will be offering a PG- 
rated (i.e., “fuck”-less) version of 
the work at 7:00 and an unexpur- 
gated, balls-to-the-wall version at 
9:30, and he praises the event's 
organizers for allowing a perfor- 
mance of such an iconoclastic poem 





to do on weekends and meet peo- 
ple instead of sitting in front of 
the TV,” Scanlan says. (Scanlan 
made the decision to get involved 
with First Night after seeing an ad 
in Vue—hooray for us!) 

“Everyone who volunteers here 
is a really good person out to have 
a fun time,” says Jackie, another vol- 
unteer, while sewing together the 
covering on a star-shaped lantern. 
“With First Night, you become a 
participant more than a spectator; 
it’s like playing football instead of 
watching it” : 

Don Snider and volunteer co- 
ordinator Carolyne Perri emphasize 
the point that First Night needs vol- 
unteers right up until the last 
minute. Even after the event is over, 
volunteers are needed to assist in 
the sad yet perversely satisfying 
task of tearing the site down and 
restoring Winston Churchill Square 
to some semblance of order for 
1999. 

“I love working with volun- 
teers,” says Snider. “They're there 
because they want to be there. 
They're there for the event, not for 
the paycheque. When the whole 
thing is over and the audience 
applauds, they're applauding for 
them, the volunteers, as well” © 


“| may not get more than I5 
people at the reading,” McKenzie 
says, “but my hop is that it’s the right 
1S people.” He’s hardly defeatist, 
though—as we shake hands and say 
goodbye, McKenzie rears back his 
head and emits a long, lusty wolf 
howl. 

* Do you have any New Year’s 
resolutions? “| recently had a kid- 
ney transplant, and | went to work 
for the Hope organization to con- 
vince as many people as | could to 
get their donor cards properly 
signed—so that’s my mission for the 
New Year.” 

+ Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne”? “Yes— 
absolutely.” McKenzie then pulled 
out a copy of a poem he'd written 
that morning, inspired both by 
“Auld Lang Syne” and memories of 
his late father. 


ny 
The Green Fools 

“The Circus of Your Dreams” 

The Citadel (Rice Theatre) 

7:30 and 9:30 

“Shaggy Beasts” 

City Hall 

7:00 and 9:00 


Halfway through our interview, | 
asked Christine Cook, one of the 
founding members of First 
Night/Fringe Festival/Street Per- 
formers Festival regulars the Green 
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Fools if Edmontonians are a little bit 
spoiled when it comes to watching 
jugglers and puppeteers and other 
neo-vaudeville performers. Haven't 
we gotten a little jaded from receiv- 
ing so many enormous helpings of 
so many talented artists every year? 


First Night 


red 26) Shao w SOARDUES A Rade A ® | 


























Vu g Weekly * December 24 - December 30, 1998 


First Night 


= continued from page 10 





Cook knows how to flatter a 
city: “Edmontonians are the best 
audiences anywhere,” she says. “I 
think all this exposure makes them 
even more appreciative and sup- 
portive of the form, which is so 
visual and free of a storyline, so it’s 
ideal family entertainment.” 

The Green Fools, of course, are 
the masters of puppet theatre who 
have brought such memorable 
adult-oriented shows to the Fringe 
as The Death of Benvenuto Cellini and 
last year’s Cabin Fever. Cook says the 
Fools devote half the year to devel- 
oping this kind of grown-up fare, 
and the other half to creating work 
more geared towards families. 

They have two family shows at 
First Night this year.“Shaggy Beasts” 
is a mobile, walkabout show about a 
pair of ten-foot-tall hairy monsters 
and their eight-foot-tall “Hairy 
Baby” who ramble around City Hall 
terrorizing grandmothers. “They 
know they have sweets,” Cook 
explains when | ask what the mon- 
sters could possibly have against 
grandmothers. “They know _ if 
they're charming enough, they'll get 
a peppermint.” 





The other show, “The Circus of 
Your Dreams,” is the madcap story 
of a group of clowns’ attempt to 


mount their own circus. “Of 
course,” Cook says, “things don’t go 
as planned.” The storyline may well 
be a grotesque parody of the Fools’ 
own current ambitious efforts to 
create their own permanent circus 
theatre, which Cook hopes will be 
able to combine child-wowing spec- 
tacle with more complex adult 
themes in much the same way 
Shakespearean plays could appeal 
equally well to royalty and 
groundlings alike. 

Meanwhile, the Fools will once 
again be racing through the rabbit 
warren-like tunnels of the First 
Night grounds, sweating underneath 
their elaborate, cold-proof cos- 
tumes. They're also part of the 
Grande Finale ceremony. Their job 
is apparently to terrorize the Baby 
New Year, although Cook ominous- 
ly adds, “I’m not sure what we'll be 
doing yet, but | think fire's involved.” 
* Do you worry about the mil- 
Jennium bug? “No—we have a 
huge can of Raid in the workshop. If 
it shows up, we'll spray it.” 

+ Any New Year’s resolutions? 
“Feed the Shaggy Beasts more often 
so they don’t devour any more chil- 
dren.” 

* Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne”? “Yes, 
absolutely. It has something to do 
with ‘old blood sign.’ So all the bad 
things that happened last year are a 
sign of how to behave this year. 
[Pause.] Where did | just go with 
that?” 





Bounce - ‘ 
Fern! for the Retired and Semi- 


7:00 and 9:30 






urday which saw Bounce informally 
noodling around with songs they 
hadn't performed in months or 
were trying out for the first time, 
you get a sense of this jazz duo's 
diverse influences. “No Woman, No 
Cry” is followed by “My Girl,” which 
is followed by “I'll Be Seeing You,” 
with Marvin Gaye's “What's Going 
On” and Annie Ross's vocalise 
workout “Twisted” thrown in for 
good measure. They've also been 
known to do a song or two by Joan 
Armatrading—a singer with whom 
Bounce's Johwanna Alleyne shares a 
sound and a set of initials. 

In this stripped-down format, 
with vocalist Alleyne accompanied 
only by Thom Golub’s bass, the 
songs take on unexpected new 
shadings. For instance, Sly and the 
Family Stone's “If You Want Me To 
Stay” comes out sounding like 
something Betty Carter might have 
wanted to perform in concert. 

The song arrangements require 
each member of the team to be 
“completely responsible for our 
own part,” says Alleyne. “And you 
have to make it a strong part, too,” 
adds Golub, “When Jo’s not singing, 
I've got to be soloing or doing 
something kind of interesting— 
there’s no room to lay back.” 

“But,” Alleyne continues, “it also 
gives you room to experiment in 
your improvisation, not only with 
the melodic structure but with the 
time—if you want to stretch it out 
or take each rhythmic pattern dif- 
ferently, you can.” 





The pair believes there’s no 
limit at all to the kinds of songs they 
can do in this duo setting, although 
Golub allows that they haven't tried 
a country song yet. | then asked 
them the question in reverse: 
whether any kind of music works 
especially well with just voice and 
bass. 

“Well, jazz always works well,” 
Golub replies. “[Thelonious] Monk,” 
says Alleyne. “Anything with a ten- 
sion in the chordal structure, or 
that’s not in the three-chord struc- 
ture, so that when you drop the 
third chord, there’s something to 
work against.” 

Whoosh—right over my head. 
Luckily, it doesn’t take any knowl- 
edge of music theory to enjoy their 
rendition of Monk's “Ask Me Now,” 
which opens their second set and 
will likely appear in their First Night 
playlist. “I think it’s a real honour to 
play First Night,” says Alleyne. “It’s 
like the city’s best, a review of all the 
stuff that’s come together during 
the year.” 

* Do you worry about the mil- 
lennium bug? Golub:“No. My pen 
will still work—that's the main 
thing. | can still write music.” 

+ Any New Year’s resolutions? 
Alleyne: “| pick themes for the year, 
| don't make resolutions. Last year’s 
was ‘faith, but | haven't chosen one 
for mext year yet.” 

* Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne’? Alleyne: “It 
means to forget the past—isn’t that 
what it is?” 
Ee 
Illusions by Ruven 


Edmonton Art Gallery 


COWTD STO 


l'll admit it: one of my very guiltiest 
pleasures is watching those 
“World's Greatest Magic” specials 
on TV every year.! don’t care about 
the ridiculous costumes, | don’t care 
about the smarmy “mysterious 
world of magic” tone, | don’t even 
care that John Ritter is the host. The 
fact remains: | still can't figure out 
how those guys do that stuff. 

Ruven, on the other hand, has 
been wise to it all since he was 10 
and bought his first trick (a simple 
rope illusion) from a magic shop. 
Now, only five years later, he’s a 
respected performer around 
town—and if you're expecting on 
First Night to see a nervous teenag- 
er awkwardly performing a bunch of 
recycled magic-shop tricks, think 
again. 

Ruven creates all his own illu- 
sions, and as you hear him casually 
talking about needing to inspect the 
theatre at the Art Gallery to ensure 
that the stage will properly accom- 
modate his act, or how, if a show if 
running long, he'll signal to his stage 
manager that he'll be skipping ahead 
to a trick later on in the lineup— 
you realize you're in the presence of 
a true stage professional. 





“| learned right off the start that 
it’s not the tricks you're performing. 
It’s how you're presenting them,” 
says Ruven. (He only goes by his 
first name; magician that he is, he’s 
even sawed his name in half.) “My 
stage persona is very much like | am 
in real life: very quick, very witty, 
sometimes very sarcastic. I'm very 
funny, I'm very good, very magical, 
very mysterious—I'm the best.” 

That quote might make him 
sound insufferable, when in fact he’s 
just an amazingly confident and self- 
possessed teenager. What ego he 
has is probably well-earned: he’s 
quickly risen from gigs at children’s 
birthday parties (“The toughest gig 
there is,” Ruven says, explaining that 
some of his tricks happen too fast 
for them to register in the smaller 
kids’ minds) to bookings at country 
clubs and corporate functions. He 
also roams from table to table at 
various Edmonton restaurants, 
doing close-up magic with cream- 
ers, glasses and silverware to the 
amazement of the diners. 

Still, Ruven appreciates the 
opportunity to perform in a-proper 
theatre to a change; he’s worked up 
some brand-new, never-before-seen 
illusions for the occasion, but won't 
allow me even to reveal their 
names. All he'll say is,“All my tricks 
are equally good. It’s all like one 
long finale—that'’s how good my 
show is.” 

* Do you worry about the mil- 
lennium bug? “No. It’s perfectly 
safe.” 

+ Any New Year’s resolutions? 
“No. I'm the best.” 

* Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne”? “No. Does 
anyone?” 


La Belle Epoque 
Commerce Place 
8:00 and 10:30 


One of the bizarre things about 
James Serene ame ised 





expensive chinaware as he did the 
deaths of many of the film's human 
characters. But maybe he knew 
what he was doing—part of the 
movie's whole appeal was its 
romantic evocation of the opulence 
of the 1912 travel experience. The 
trappings of the trip, from the plush 
chairs to the elegant dance band, 
were all part of the spell the movie 
cast over its audience. 





The classical trio La Belle 
Epoque (violinist Joanna Ciapka, cel- 
list Grazyna Sobieraj and pianist 
Darolyn McCrostie) attempt, on a 
much smaller budget, to recapture 
the bygone era of salon music. 
Sometimes called “palm court” 
music, McCrostie describes it as the 
music you'd hear “as lovely ladies sit 
and dance and eat bonbons: czardas, 
mazurkas, lighter classical music, 
some Cole Porter and George 
Gershwin—that whole shtick.” In 
short, a world where people never 
use words like “shtick.” 

The group has been performing 
together for five years, and still feels 
that salon music is an area that 
needs some more exploration here 
in largely debutante-less Western 
Canada. “We've all heard that music 
during our training,” McCrostie 
says, “and it all appealed to us. It's 
much more common in Western 
Europe, but because of the other 
girls’ European background— 
they're from Poland—they actually 
brought a lot of these arrangements 
with them to Canada.” 

There’s something intimate 
about this genre of music, both in 
the setting of the performances and 
the relationship between the play- 
ers. “You need to have a close con- 
nection between each other,” 
McCrostie explains. “Without a 
conductor, you almost need a spiri- 
tual link from one player to the 
other.” 

That connection seem to run 
pretty deep: almost three years ago, 
all three musicians were pregnant at 
the same time, with three consecu- 
tive due dates. This year, only two of 
them are pregnant, with due dates 
two weeks apart. “We'll be a fat lit- 
tle trio,” says McCrostie, a little 
sulkily, “Except for the cellist, who's 
all svelte and lovely.” 

If nothing else, McCrostie 
promises to offer audiences a 
momentary “Orient Express”-style 
escape from forty-below Edmonton. 
She did not offer any information as 
to whether the trio would once 
again be running their lucrative baby 


pool. 
* Do you worry about the mil- 
lennium bug? “No—we're 


acoustic players, so we're not in any 
danger.” 

+ Any New Year’s resolutions? 
“No. | always break them.” 

*.Do you understand the lyrics 
to “Auld Lang Syne”? “Oooh, 
that’s a nasty question. Off the top 
of my head, I'd say it means to 
remember those near and dear to 


” 


you. 
ee ee 
Mariann Sinkovics 

Manulife Place 

7-00, 8:30 and 10:00 
Mariann Sinkovics often frightens 
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finally moves. 

It's an occupational hazard. 
Sinkovics has carved out a strange 
career for herself as a human man- 
nequin—she likes to think of what 
she does as a form of performance 
art or “living sculpture.” Her 
motionless “performances” involve 
elaborate costumes which she 
designs and constructs herself, and 
can exert a strange, still fascination 
in her audiences. During the Fringe, 
she sometimes drew such a crowd 
around her—while apparently doing 
nothing at all—that she literally 
stopped traffic in the crowded 
Fringe streets. 

For First Night, she’s making her 
first attempt at “acting,” although 
she says she doesn’t consider what 
she'li be doing acting per se. The 
show will tell the life story of Gold 
Rush icon Klondike Kate, but she 
warns audiences not to expect “a 
honky-tonk K-Days-style bur- 
lesque” (although she will be recre- 
ating Kate's trademark “flame 
dance” at the top of the show). 

Instead, Sinkovics and sound 
designer Dave Clarke have devised 
a stylized fantasia on Kate's life, 
relying more on imagery and spec- 
tacular costuming than any kind of 
conventional narrative.“We're going 
to use slide projections, dances and 
songs from the era to explore the 
four stages of her life,” Sinkovics 


says. 


And it was a remarkable life that 
this woman led, involving adventure, 
fame (Sinkovics calls Kate a “pre- 
film living diva”), heartbreak (Kate 
was swindled out of her fortune by 
her onetime business partner) anda 
very eccentric retirement period. “| 
tend to be impressed with women 
who are symbols of independence,” 
says Sinkovics, adding that her first 
biographical show dealt with Mata 
Hari, who shared with Kate a simi- 
larly defiant spirit. 

“I've always suspected that what 
Klondike Kate did had never been 
properly explained to the city,” con- 
tinues Sinkovics. “We just tend to 
celebrate the party aspect of her. In 
fact, that whole honky-tonk era of 
the Yukon that we associate with 
her came much, much later.” In the 
1890s, when Kate was in her hey- 
day, popular entertainment ran 
more towards sentimental ballad 
singers and belly dancers—a profes- 
sion Sinkovics, coincidentally, has 
also pursued. 

Sinkovics hopes to keep devel- 
oping the Klondike Kate show, and 
plans on re-mounting it sometime 
during the new year. With any luck, 
her unusual career will be the only 
thing about her that isn't standing 
still. 

* Do you worry about the mil- 
Jennium bug? “I think it's comedic, 
and I'm looking forward to it” : 










CONDITIONS REPORT 
Seasonis Greeting Skiers and 
Boarders! Brrr, hazard warnings 
have been replaced by wide 
spread frostbite warnings! How- 
ever warmer air is expected to 
move in, so get out and enjoy! 
All reports current as of Wednes- 
day morning. 

RABBIT HILL 

Excellent Conditions. Runs: 95% 
open and groomed in the last 24 
hours. All lifts operating. Base: 57 
cm. This week a trace of new 
snow. Boarder Park and the new 
half pipe are open. 

SUNRIDGE 

Very good to excellent condi- 
tions on groomed runs. Base: 
54cm. Snow making in progress 
6 runs open. 

FERNIE 800-258-7669 
Excellent on groomed runs 
Base of 220cm. New: trace and 
8cm in the last 8 days. 6 lifts 
open and 58 runs. Snow expect- 
ed Christmas Day. 

MARMOT BASIN 488-5909 
Excellent Conditions. 46 runs 
open, 208 cm of snowfall creat- 
ing a base of 80cm 

BANFF NORQUAY 

Manmade Base: 80cmni90cm. 
Natural snow base: 54-80cm, 
5cm new in the past weck. All 
lifts open. SUNSHINE VILLAGE 
496-7669 

100% natural snow! Base 
135cm. New: 15cm in the last 
week. All lifts in operation 
LAKE LOUISE 800-258-7669 
Excellent to very good on 
packed / groomed runs, tracked 
powder on the upper mountain 
and bowl. Snow depth: 90- 
110cm, an additional 308 40cm 
where man made has been 
added 

NAKISKA 800-258-7669 
Excellent to very good condi- 
tions on machine groomed runs 
New: 5cm in the past 24 hours 
and 20cm in the last 7 days 
FORTRESS 800-258-7669 
Excellent skiing and riding on 
powder and soft packed pow- 
der. New: trace, Scm in the last 4 
days, 50cm in the last 8 days. All 
lifts and all 47 runs open 
KIMBERLEY 800-258-7669 

Very good to excellent skiing 
and riding on soft and hard 
packed machine groomed runs. 
New: 38cm in last 10 days. X- 
Country trails rated very good 





Brought to you by 


SUNDANCE 


SKI & SNOWBOARD 
10423 - 79 Ave. + 432-0711 











5 are four local hills in and 


around the Edmonton area, each 


unique in its location and terrain. If 
you're not headed for the 
mountain slopes during 
the Christmas break, or if 
you finally think it’s time 
to take up the sport of skiing or 
snowboarding, then any one of these 
hills is the perfect place to start or 
polish up on your skills. 


The Snow Valley Ski Club, cur- 


rently celebrating its 37th year of 
business, is Conveniently located just 
off the Whitemud Freeway and can 
be accessed from 119 St just south of 
the freeway. Sporting 180 meters of 
vertical serviced by a double chair, t- 
bar and rope tow, Snow Valley is also 
the home of Canadian National Ski 
Team member Edi Podivinsky. Snow 
Valley also offers a Skier’s Technical 
Evaluation Program, better known as 
S.TE.P., designed to evaluate a skicr’s 
ability and place him or her in the 
appropriate level for lessons. It’s 


available for skiers of all ages and 
abilities. Discover Snowboarding and 
Skiing lessons are available as well, 
with lessons and equipment includ 
ed in one great price ($24.95 for 

boarders and $19.95 for 


AR EX skiers). Phone: 434-3991 


For Greene 
mountain boys 


The Edmonton Ski Club is centrally 
located in the river valley adjacent to 
the Muttart Conservatory. The club 
offers many types of boarding and 
skiing programs, including some 
great holiday ski and snowboard 
camps. Juvenile and Junior Alpine 
Racing as well as the Nancy Greene 
skiing and racing programs are avail- 
able here. If you want to take to the 
air, then you might want to look into 
the freestyle program, which has 
training times available twice a 
week. Phone: 465-0852. 

Sunridge Ski Area is on the east- 
ern skirt of the city, just off the Yel 
lowhead Freeway and 17 St. Sun- 





ridge has a snowboard park with 
eight or nine features, including 
tabletops, spines and a large gap 
jump. Like the other hills, Sunridge 
offers a variety of lesson packages 
for boarders and skiers alike. Plus, 
every Friday night is Ladies’ Night. 
$15 for skiers or $22 for boarders 
gets you lifts, rentals and a lesson, as 
well as some prizes following the 
fun. It all starts at 7:30 p.m. every Fri- 
day. Phone: 449-6555. 


Get a Rabbit heartbeat 


Last but not least is Rabbit Hill Ski 
and Snowboard Center. Nestled in 
the River Valley just 20 minutes 
southwest of Edmonton is the 
largest hill in the greater Edmonton 
area. Rabbit Hill has a triple chair, 
two t-bars and four rope tows. A 
boarder park as well as a competi- 
tion-size halfpipe can be found on 
the upper reaches to the left. Rabbit 
Hill has 80 instructors on staff ready 
to provide tips on improving the 
technique of boarders and skiers of 











Visit www.rabbithill.com or 


Ph. 955- 2440 
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Support your local snowbank 


By HART GOLBECK 


all levels. The Rabbit Hill Ski Club is 
based here as well, with programs 
available for kids five and up. Phone: 
955-2440. 

There you have it: Edmonton's 
finest ski clubs, all ready to serve you 
and all with good snow conditions. 
The long-range forecast indicates a 
slight warming trend as well, with 
temperatures settling in the minus 
mid-teens. All the hills are closing 
early Christmas Eve and will remain 
closed on Christmas Day. So take the 
next step and head out to a local hill. 
You'll be pleasantly surprised by the 
atmosphere and service. I know I 
was. iV) 





By HART GOLBECK and 
COLIN CATHREA 


Vail of secrecy 


Security is being stepped up once 
again for the World Alpine Skiing 
Championships in Vail, Colorado 
Ganuary 30 to February 14). Local 
law enforcement officials will be on 
alert for rambunctious ski racers. 

This comes after last week’s inci- 
dent in Aspen, where two members 
of the Austrian Ski Team were arrest- 
ed by Pitkin County Sheriff Deputies 
for stealing a bike and various other 
mischievous activities. 

But that’s nothing compared to 
what American college kids do when 
they vacation in Vail.“They get arrest- 
ed here all the time for all sorts of 
things,’ Vail Police Chief Greg Morri- 
son says, “and it’s no big deal to the 
media.” As an example, Morrison 
cited last New Year’s Eve, when 47 
arrests were made for public drunk- 
enness and disorderly conduct. 

“When an athlete gets arrested, it 
tends to be a big deal with the 
media. If we arrested 47 athletes dur- 
ing the World Championships, that 


Fall Lines 
continues on page 13 =» 
























Fall Lines 


= continued from page 12 








would be a story” 

Here's a postscript to last week's 
story about Hermann “the Hermina- 
tor” Maier stealing a mountain bike. 
The Aspen Sheriff's Department has 
solid information that Hermie also 
stole an Acura Integra and went on a 
joyride that same night. Maier’s fes- 
tive test drive left the car undrive- 
able. Deputies learned of the theft 
the day after Maier and Schifferer 
were taken into custody and then 
released for stealing the bike. 


A Gold medal in 
corruption 


There were a few red faces on the 
International Olympic Committee 
after allegations arose of members 
accepting bribes of major sums of 
money. Salt Lake City, in its bid for the 
2002 Winter Games, set up a 
$400,000 slush fund for “scholar- 
ships” that went primarily to six IOC 
relatives. These pompous bureaucrats 
think they are way above the law— 
but hold on! Payola has never been 
on the IOC's list of banned sub- 
stances. These are the people who 
send world-class athletes home for 
taking the wrong kind of antihista- 
mine. Some might say the scholarship 
arrangement was a bargain for Salt 
Lake City, because stories abound that 
payoffs of $10 million or more have 
been demanded. We guess that’s not 
too much to pay, considering the fact 
that the Games generate revenues 
between $5 billion and $7 billion. 





Nine for nine 


For the first time in World Cup histo- 
ry,a country has swept the top nine 
places in a single ski event. At last 
weekend's Super-G in Austria, Her- 
mann (Das Monster) Maier took top 
place, with his fellow countrymen 
filling in the next eight spots. 


’s chili in Jasper 


Event planning for the annual Jasper 
in January festival is in full swing. 
The festival starts on January 16th 
and runs until the end of the month. 
Many special events are planned 
including the Fun, Fat and Forty Dual 
Slalom and the 11th Annual Chili 
Bake-Off. Lift ticket prices are 
slashed and accommodations are a 
bargain as well. 1) 
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Tips for mogul heroes 


By COLIN “ZEKE THE 
SK! FREAK” CATHREA 

esides being one of my 

favourite subjects, moguls are 
also one of the most challenging 
and unforgiving terrains on a ski 
hill. They can range from small, 
rock-hard chunks of ice to big, 
soft, round cushions. Either way, 
there are a few basic rules of tech 
nique which will enable you to ski 
the bumps properly. 

The bump skier 
should choose the runs that will 
allow him or her to learn the cor- 
rect stance and directional line 
down the hill. Intermediate runs 
featuring nice, round, large-diame- 
ter moguls with wide hollows will 
give you extra time to practise 
some of the basic techniques As 
your you can 
graduate to the steeper and more 
challenging runs 


beginning 


abilities improve, 


When you begin your descent 
into the mogul field, keep in mind 
that you want to travel straight 
down the fall line with as little tra- 
versing and double-sided turning 
as possible. It is very important to 
keep your hands forward, as drop- 
ping your hands quickly transfers 
your weight back, resulting in the 
dreaded bum drop and subse- 
quent bum plant. Remember: your 
balance point is directly under 
your foot! 


Bumpin’ grind 


The second main element of 
bump skiing is absorption of the 
bump. You will see this technique 
in an exaggerated form when you 


% 
3 
5 


Airtime at Snow Valley 


They look like they have strapped 
themselves to a jackhammer, keep- 
ing their skis in constant contact 
with the snow (except, of course, 
for the time they intentionally 
spend in the air). It’s also impor- 
tant mot to bend forward at the 
waist when absorbing moguls. If 
you only use knee flexion, that 
will help keep your weight bal- 
anced. You can also improve your 
balance by bringing your hips for- 
ward as you begin to absorb the 
bump. 

There are few things better 
than a field of large, round moguls 
covered by a foot of fresh light 
snow. Blasting over the crest of a 
bump with a face full of powder is 
pretty hard to beat. So enjoy the 


watch professional bump skiers. bumps! oO 
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Happy 
Holidays 
from the staff 


& management 
at the 
Iron Horse 


é’ TRON HORSE 


EATERY & WATERING HOLE 


8101 - 103 St. © 438-1907 
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Happy Holidays 
from 
The Billiard Club. 





The Billiard Club 


2nd Floor, 105 StrBet & Whyte Ave 


























~ Do YOU REMEMBER piaying with 

those little plastic army men when 
- you were a kid? They came in two 
colours, green and tan, and each type 
of soldier had its own pose. You 
could waste hours in your backyard 
waging imaginary green-versus-tan 
wars, and if you were of a destruc- 
tive nature, magnifying glasses, fire- 


e CQDagical Isles 


Internet Consulting 
Web Design 
Web Hosting 


crackers. and : 
liven up the battlefield as well. Now, 









Where do 
2. you think 
¥> Web Wizards 

come from? 


gasoline could 
thanks to 3DO, you can wage those 
battles all over again— 
minus the high explo- 
sives, 

3DO has released 
Army Men, a game you 
can play by yourself, and 
lead the green army on a variety of 
missions; or up to three other play- 








ers can join you in a Bosnia- 


style contest between green, 
tan, grey and biue armies. 

Army Men is an 
action/strategy 
game where the 
combat takes place 
in real time. You 
control Sarge and, 
through him, the rest of the 
troops on the field, A wide 
assortment of weapons and 
vehicles keeps things interest- 
Ing, and the missions have 
enough variety to avoid the 
feeling of repetitiveness. The lit- 
tle army men look and behave 
like their plastic counterparts, 
assuming the classic poses and 
even melting under fire. Ahhh, | 
love the smeil of burning plastic 
in the morning. 

The controls are easy to 
learn and use, and as an added 
bonus, the game also comes 
with 2 nifty little function-key 
label card. There’s no need to 
Save or restart the game—also 
a handy feature, When you die, 
the game automatically 
prompts you to try again, and 
picks up from the last key mis- 
sion point if you click yes. 

The graphics are decent 
and show a good level of detail. 
There are also nice special 
effects, like the melted puddles 
of plastic left behind after 
explosions and flamethrower 
attacks. 

This is a simple, fun and 
addictive game, perfect for the 














Kwanzaa 
Cybermom: What is Kwanzaa? 
<www.thecybermom.com/attic/- 
issue 1 /family/mantle3.html> 


Festivals.com’s Kwanzaa Page 
<www festivals.com/~kwanzaa/> 


Happy Kwanzaa 

<www 1.sympatico.ca/Features/- 
Kwanzaa/> 

By Sympatico, in co-operation with 
Black Web 


HomedArts: Celebrating Kwanzaa 
<www.homearts.com/depts/food/- 
kwanfl.htm> 





International Kwanzaa Exchange 
<www .tike.com/> 

Teaching about and promoting the 
principles and celebration of Kwan- 
zaa. 


It’s Kwanzaa Time 

<www.itskwanzaatime.com/> 

Background info on Kwanzaa, pic- 
_ tures, music, events and comments. 
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Vue Weekly's hot sheet on where to go on the World Wide Web 
Presented by 












www,oanet.com 
Kwanzaa Fun from Billy Bear 


<www billybear4kids,.com/holidays/- 
kwanzaa/kwanzaa.htm> 

Craft ideas, colouring pages, clip art 
and screensavers. 


Kwanzaa: A Lifelong Commitment 
<members.aol.com/lindano/Course/p 
ages/kwtree.html> 

The principles and symbols of Kwan- 
zaa. 


Kwanzaa: An African-American Cele- 
bration 
<www.globalindex.com/kwanzaa/we 
lcome.htm> 

A brief definition of the holiday, its 
seven principles and more. 


Meaning of Kwanzaa 
<www.si.cdu/organiza/museums/ana- 
cost/kwanz.htm> 

From the Smithsonian Anacostia Muse- 
um 


Official Kwanzaa Website 
<www. OfficialKwanzaaWebsite.org> 
Kwanzaa info and links 





Hey surfers! Fax or e-mail your category and/or 
website suggestions to Vue Weekly at 426-2889 e 
office@vue.ab.ca 


www.insula.com  hawk@insula.com] | soicicidic boy inside exch of 
(780) 473-1099 























Loaded Multimedia System 


56K Internet Access 


The Perfect Educational Tool 
For The Entire Family 
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By GARY McGOWAN 





Quoting the Passage 






Northwest Passage are a perfect 
fit for New Year’s Eve. “We 
describe our music as Celtic on 
speed, says the band’s bodhran 
player, Troy Taylor. The Northwest 
Passage that will ring in the new 
year at O’Byrne’s is actually the 
second edition of the group. “Our 
lead singer and fiddle player, John 
Carmichael, had a group by that 
name in the Maritimes in the early 
1990s,” says Taylor, “but he broke it 
up when he moved out here to go 
to school.” Full-time academia 
began to pale for Carmichael 
about 12 months ago, so he put 
together this band. Besides 
Carmichael and Taylor, Northwest 
Passage consists of guitarist Tim 
Rutter and drummer Gareth 
Lamkin, The group has been play- 
ing with increasing frequency this 
fall, which has led to a growing 
number of fans. All of that, in turn, 
has led Northwest Passage to pon- 
der the age-old question: is it time 
to record? The lads have been 
putting their spare time to good 
use by making demo versions of 
some of their original songs in 
Carmichael’s basement studio this 
fall. “Right now we're pondering 
what studio we might use to make 
a CD, says Taylor. “If we go ahead 
with it we'd like to have it out 
sometime in February.” If North- 
west Passage keep that New Year's 
resolution, expect the disc to fea- 
ture a host of Carmichael originals 
along with a sprinkling of tradi- 
tional Celtic numbers. Before that 
happens, though, there’s a new 
year to greet—do it in speedy 
Celtic fashion with Northwest Pas- 
sage on December 31 at 


O'Byrne’s. 


Joint Chiefs staff 
Highrun 





“Lately, we've been getting gigs 
‘like crazy” laughs Andrew White, 
lead singer and main mouthpiece 
for the Joint Chiefs. The Edmonton 
cover band have been seen ‘on 
stages all over Etown in recent 
weeks. The Chiefs opened Kim 
Mitchell's show at Red’s on 
November 27 and, just prior to 
Christmas, turned in a_ well 
received night at the Sidetrack 
Café. Oops. Did Music Notes use 
the phrase “well-received?” We 
stand to be corrected. “With my 
shameless sense of self-promo- 
tion,” boasts White, “I'd say we 
blew the roof off the place” The 


New Year's Eve when the band 
grects 1999 in the company of rev- 
elers at the Highrun Club. Queried 
about the Chiefs growing popular- 
ity, White turns philosophical: “1 
think people like us because we 
rock hard, but we rock 
heavy.” The former category 
includes a set that features some 
Prince songs (“1999," of course, 
and “Purple Rain”) along with a 
riff-happy version of the Archies’ 
“Sugar, Sugar.” Besides White's 
well-oiled vocals, the Joint Chiefs 
sport Neil McDonald on bass, 
Brian Cymbaluk on drums and 
Brent McNab on guitar. “We're just 
a big cover band and we love it, 
enthuses White. All that love and 


don't 


all those old hits are yours to enjoy 
December 31 at the Highrun Club 
as the Joint Chicfs rock in 1999 


New Year's coming to a 
Head(stones) 








The biggest New Year's music gig 
of 1998 is the Headstones show at 
the Shaw Conference Centre. The 
venue used country music from 
the likes of Marty Stuart to greet 
the first night in earlier years of 
this decade. In 1998, it’s back to 
rock with the Headstones as the 
standard bearers. The group has 
been exhaustively touring their 
Smile and Wave disc since it was 
issued in the spring of 1997. Since 
September, the band has been 
maintaining a lower profile; 
they've played a sprinkling of 
shows while working on their 
forthcoming CD. The Headstones 
have also squeezed in a bit of per- 
sonal time with friends and family. 
Listen carefully for any new songs 
the band might road-test on New 
Year’s Eve. Joining the Headstones 
at the Shaw are Xllth House and 
Nickleback. 


Old Reliable gushes 


Old Reliable singer/guitarist Mark 
Davis is looking forward to the 
band’s return appearance at the 
Black Dog for New Year's Eve.*The 
last show was absolute mayhem,” 
laughs Davis as he recalls the 
arrival of 1998 in the Old Strath- 
cona pub. “Even for the Dog, I 
think the scope of the party was 
unprecedented.” After an unprece- 
dented wait (“I think we're a year 
late,” grimaces Davis), Old Reliable 
are closer than ever to releasing 
their much-touted CD. The band 
wrapped principal recording at 
producer Scott Franchuk’s 
Riverdale Recorders earlier this 
month; Once the Tylenol works its 
magic, they'll be back in that facil- 
ity January 2 to begin mixing the 
disc.“We're very happy with what 
we've put together,” beams Davis. 
“The disc has lots of variety on it, 
ranging from what I call ‘metal 
bluegrass’ to some of our more 
laid-back stuff.” The  still-untitled 
CD sports a number of special 
guests, too. Giant Sand’s Howe 
Geld plays guitar and keyboards 
on two tracks while locals Jen 
Kraatz, Chris Smith and Robin 
Hunter all put in appearances. The 
slow pace of the CD's creation to 
this point makes Davis reluctant to 
commit to a specific release date. 


hem" of a Black Dog New Year's 
Eve to survive 


Godiva lays it bare 


Edmonton's original disco cover 
band, Godiva, has been enjoying a 
fun fall.“We've been regulars at the 
girls-night-out Thursday at the Iron 
Horse in Old Strathcona since Sep- 
tember,” reports the band’s key- 
boardist, Liz Han-Andrew, “and 
part of the deal included the New 
Year's show.” Godiva's residency at 
the Iron Horse has kept them 
close to Edmonton since Labour 
Day. “We've played a few shows in 
Peace River, Canmore and Jasper 
in the last three months,” says Han- 
Andrew, “but the local gigs have 
been so good we really haven't 
had to travel.” After three years of 
reliving the ‘70s, Han-Andrew is 
pleasantly surprised that the band 
continue to enjoy such a strong 
We're 
amazed by the support we get,” 
smiles Han-Andrew. “It really does 


following constantly 


make it worthwhile playing our 
shows.” Godiva have been slowly 
introducing some changes in their 
set list too. “We've been focusing 
on New Wave from the early 
1980s,” says Han-Andrew. “I love all 
those old analogue sounds, and no 
one else is playing those songs at 
the moment, so we're having fun 
with the new set.” Fun is definitely 
a prime motivator for Godiva. It’s a 
perfect match with the general 
sense of euphoria that surrounds 
the best New Year’s Eve parties 
Find Godiva and the fun at the 
Iron Horse on December 31 


Molly’s Reach-ing out 











Proving that they can play all 
kinds of stages, Molly’s Reach 
move from their mid-summer stint 
opening for Savage Garden on the 
stage of the Skyreach Centre to 
their New Year's Eve gig at Mickey 
Finn's in Old Strathcona. At Finn’s, 
there’s no stage at all—it should 
make the Molly’s Reach show an 
intimate experience for revelers 
and band alike. 0 


JIGSAV gS 


EF Orks HATER 













10215 - 109 St. 


413-1743 
TUESDAYS 


25 ¢ onarr 


Good Fer ONE Free Entry 
Until 10 pm 


























































































































9/ 


i Aal 


LE tole 


dave 
ID REQUIRED 












aes 
.00.PMs 


ADVANCETICKETS AT: BLACKB) 
.\\ MUSIC, FREECLOUD RECORDS, 
\ DIVINE, FARSIDE(WEM 


SQXS MAND THERE 
\CHEAP-BEER-ALL NIG 


DOOR PRIZES-& PARTY FAVOURS“ 


~o 
Se ee 


\ 





~\ COMING IN JANUARY 
Galactic 


KING‘’S 
Cowboys 


TICKETS ON SALE SOON! 







\ w/ Guests 






Peg 


r 


fi “I'm hoping for March, he allows. 
engi i emsing he icant thtete’s' the *m: 
im a few hee OKI : fi 


4 4 
peewee vee eY yes 


INFO 423-78el 








"5 He Ri nd 10030 102 Street 7772 


Z 





; 
| 








Vue Weekly December 24 - December 30, 1998 





|Shes}oytvem sleri (antares 
Downtown 
10117-101 Street 
oe ey 51 


ive jaa 


dec 25 (closed) happy holiday 
yf) (closed) happy holiday 


Every 
Friday 


eCoielelePirliciee Oem mocouliemusiie 
desserts ¢ superior coffees 
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WEST EDMONTON MALL 
PH: 481-6420 


SUNDAY DEC. 27 


be) CW STARRCADE 


LIVE ON THE BIG SCREEN WITH THE BIG SOUND 
56 Adv./38 Day of ¢ Doors @ Spm Bouts @ 6pm 


» music BY 
ERED'S 
REBELS 


INDOOR FIREWORKSje PARTY FAVORS 
rus $5,000 in CASH PRIZES!!! 


Tickets $35 with Buffet 
(limited buffet tickets available) 
$25 without Buffet 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29| 


One of Canada’s Hottest Bands! 
Hits include: 
* Apparition * Everything Is Automatic 


LIVE IN CONCERT *"**“™##!e° Rico 


[Matthew Good 
Band 


with Guests 


Guede DOORS @ 7 PM « SHOW @ 9:30 PM 
SBEAR TICKETS ONLY $12 ADV. / $13 Day of 
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By CAM HAYDEN 


The end-of-the-year 
blues 


It's that time of year again—what are 
you doing New Year's Eve? Having 
performed an exhaustive phone sur- 
vey of venues around our fair town, 
I think I can give you an encapsulat- 
ed program of blues and roots events 
for this year. We'll start with the high- 
priced events and work our way 
down. 

For those with a little charity on 
their minds, the Winspear Centre 
fundraiser being held in the lobby of 
the concert hall will no doubt be a 
fancy dress-up affair. Partygoers will 
enjoy a six-course meal catered by 
the Westin, then a night of dancing to 
the sounds of the '60s as presented 
by the Kit Kat Club.At $135 per per- 
son (with a $25 tax receipt), this one 
is definitely not for the budget- 
restricted 





By DAVID GOBEIL TAYLOR 


Do | hear a waltz? 


The hottest ticket of the year in 
Vienna is invariably the Neu- 
jahrskonzert (“New Year’s Con- 
cert"-—just sound it out) in the 
Golden Hall of the Musikvarein, an 
annual tradition dating back to 
1941. At 11 a.m. sharp (and those 
Austrians pride themselves on 
punctuality) on January 1, the Vien- 
na Philharmonic plays a selection 
of light classical music favourites to 
a sold-out house—not to mention 
an estimated television audience of 
1.2 billion people worldwide. 

In 1995, Toronto concert pro- 
ducer and former concert pianist 
Attila Glatz decided to recreate that 
tradition with Salute to Vienna, a 
single performance by the North 
York Symphony at the Ford Centre, 
a nondescript T.O. recital hall. It has 
since grown from its humble begin- 
nings—and how. 

Salute to Vienna is now simulta- 
neously staged in 25 North Ameri- 
can cities, including seven in Cana- 
da. Edmonton’s version will take 
place this New Year's Day at 2:30 
p.m. and again at 8 p.m. at the Win- 
spear Centre (which means that by 
the time the first concert is over, 
it'll be January 2 in Vienna, but 
who's counting time zones?). 


The site of the gig of the evening 
may well be the Sidetrack Café, 
where the Rockin’ Highliners will 
jump, swing, boogie, and blues the 
night away. A $55 ticket gets you a 
three-course dinner, champagne at 
midnight and party favours. My 
inside source in the kitchen tells me 
that the food angle will be extremely 
well covered, with veal and seafood 
on the menu. If you don't need to 
eat, $25 gets you in the door for 
music, party favours and a toast at 
midnight. These tickets are going 
fast, so get yours before they disap- 
pear. 

An eight-dollar First Night but- 
ton gets you a whole bunch of dif- 
ferent types of entertainment, fire- 
works at midnight, ice sculptures 
and a family environment. Of special 
note for blues fans are performances 
by Robert Burton Hubele in the 
Westin Hotel’s lobby/lounge area, a 
workshop with Bill Bourne, Jennifer 
Gibson, Lester Quitzau and Maria 
Dunn at the Winspear Rehearsal 
Hall, and a concert by the Nomads at 
City Hall. 

Those of you who recall the old 
City Media Club digs under the IGA 
on 99 Street probably have some 
fond memories of Lori Scott: bar 
manager, confidante and good friend 
to many. Lori is throwing herself a 


Conductor Gerald Wirth of the 
Vienna Choir Boys will be joined by 
soprano Lydia Rathkolb and _bari- 
tone Paul Edelmann of the Vienna 
Mozart Orchestra for a selection of 
waltzes, marches and operetta arias 
by some of Vienna's most renowned 
composers, These include Franz 
Lehar, Johann Strauss Sr. and, of 
course, his son, the so-called “King of 
the Waltz” himself, Johann Strauss Jr. 

Some aficionados and critics 
might turn up their noses at this kind 
of repertoire—“classical lite,” it’s 
sometimes called—but hey, not 
every composer can (or should) be a 
tortured soul like Beethoven (who, 
by the way, wrote quite a bit of fluff 
in his time). Strauss Jr. wrote over 
400 waltzes, and made a lot of peo- 
ple happy in the process—and has 
an enduring popularity even now, 
exactly 100 years after his death 

Those familiar with the Neu- 
jarhskonzert broadcasts hosted by 
Walter Cronkite know that there's 
always dancing along with the 
music, They might not realize that 
dancers are in another room, since 
the Musikvarein may be gorgeous, 
but it ain’t big. Edmonton's dancers, 
by contrast, will perform on stage. 

Salute to Vienna ends with two 
Austrian traditions—Strauss Jr’s 
Blue Danube Waltz (Glatz left it out 
in '96 and almost faced an audience 
rebellion) and his pappy’s Radetzky 
March. It’s traditional to clap along 
with the latter piece—don’t fight it, 
the Austrians must find it weird 
when we stand during the first four 
bars of the Hallelujah Chorus. 


For he’s a jolly good fellow 


A couple of weeks ago, I had the 
privilege of watching a rare occur- 








40th birthday party at the new City 
Media Club—$8 ($10 at the door) 
gets you a midnight lunch, party 
favours and dancing to the five-piece 
jump blues and roots rock outfit Off 
Ramp. This is a must for those with 
fond memories of days gone by. 

Last, but certainly not least, is the 
Blues On Whyte at the Commercial 
Hotel. Their philosophy is that folks 
who support the joint throughout 
the year ought to be thanked—so on 
New Year's there will be no cover, 
free party favours and free snacks at 
midnight. Manager Michael Purcell 
told me, “We're usually packed by 
7.30 in the evening, so if you're plan- 
ning to come, arrive early, stay late.” If 
you go, you'll be enjoying the eight- 
piece version of Calgary’s House of 
Payne with Jimmy Payne, a great 
dance band with a horn section, 
loads of experience and a talent for 
packing the dance floor. 

Whatever you decide to do for 
the occasion, have fun, party hearty 
and remember not to drink and 
drive. 0 


Cam Hayden hosts the Friday 
Night Blues Party from 9 p.m. to 
midnight and Alberta Morning 
from 6 to 9 a.m. weekdays on the 
CKUA Radio Network, 580 AM 
and 94.9 FM. 





rence—the presentation of the tra- 
ditional black hood and gown to a 
new fellow of the Royal Canadian 
College of Organists. Only 63 peo- 
ple have achieved this highest rank 
in the organization's 90-year histo- 
ry—the latest is Edward Connell, 
musical director at McDougall Unit- 
ed Church and teacher at Alberta 
College Conservatory of Music. 

Connell is the first RCCO_fel- 
low born and bred in Edmonton.To 
receive this honour, Connell had to 
compete for three prizes: the 
Heather Spry Prize for a written 
examination, the Doreen Porter 
Prize for organ performance and 
the Healey Willan Prize for overall 
accomplishment. 

Connell won all three prizes, an 
almost unprecedented feat. 

At the end of the McDougall 
church service (during which he 
received numerous standing ova- 
tions from the appreciative congre- 
gation), Connell demonstrated his 
skills by playing the piece that won 
him the honour: The Dialectic Fan- 
tasy by fellow fellow (so to speak) 
Jacobus Kloppers. Yes, it’s an intim- 
idating title, but it’s an even more 
intimidating piece, featuring as- 
toundingly quick and difficult fin- 
ger- and footwork. (Not to mention 
gymnastics—at one point, he had 
to play the highest and lowest 
notes on the pedals simultaneous- 
ly) I can only imagine what it 
would sound like on an organ with, 
for example, actual pipes. 

Connell isn’t resting on his lau- 
rels, by the way. He’s contemplating 
trying out for a fellowship in the 
American Guild of Organists (an- 
other high honour, although I’m 
quite sure their gowns aren’t as 
cool). iV) 





New Years Eve Dinner & Dance Party 


Thursday Dec. 31/98, 7 pm-2 am 
Dinner, Beef & Pig Roast 
Dance to liwe music by El Nino 

new funk & rock band 
D'ARCY GREAVES TRIO 


Nuevo Flamenco 
Gold Bar Community League,4620-105 Ave. 
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Spacious club is 
newest Likwid 
asset 


By SANDRA SPEROUNES 


ew Year's Eve is going to be a 

hectic time for Terry and Brad 
England. 

The mom and son 
team behind the New 
City Likwid Lounge are 
opening their brand new 
club, Suburbs, on Decem- 
ber 31. As luck would 
have it, their new venture 
is right next door to the 
Lounge, as the two affec- 
tionately call it. 

“It’s awesome,” gush- 
es Terry, her enthusiasm 
gushing through Edmon- 
ton’s frigid phone lines. “It’s been 
spruced up, and it’s quite comfort- 
able. We wanted another venue for 
all the great bands, and to fit people 
comfortably.” 

And comfortable Suburbs will 
be—at 10,000 square feet, it’s more 
than three times the size of the 
Lounge. 

The great bands lined up for 
Suburbs’ opening night on New 
Year’s Eve include Vancouver 
Celtic-rockers the Real McKenzies, 
local skamrades Mad Bomber Soci- 
ety, and Choke. 

Next door, in the one-and-a-half- 
year-old Lounge, Vancouver's ulti- 
mate swing band, the Molestics, 
will be hopping the night away. 
Tickets for the extravaganza cost 
$25 in advance, $30 at the door and 
allow partygoers to come and go 
between both clubs as they please. 

Also on the bill: pizza by the 
Funky Pickle’s groovy pie movers, 
inexpensive pints of Canadian and 
highballs and lots and lots of give- 
aways. A Molson’s leather jacket 


New Year’s in the ‘burbs 


PREVUE 


New City Likwid 


Lounge New Year's 
Eve Party with The 
Real McKenzies, the 
Molestics, Mad Bomber 
Society & Choke * 
Dec. 31 
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will be up for grabs, as well as some 
snowboards and skateboards, says 
her son and business partner, Brad 


The secret of the Suburbs 


Once the new year hits, expect a 
flurry of great bands and DJs to 
grace the stages of both Suburbs 
and the Lounge. Damn, wouldn't 
you know it—Brad forbids me to 
reveal the upcoming 
lineup, but believe me 
you won't have to travel 
to Toronto or Vancouver 
to see the best acts any 


longer. 
Here’s what I can 
disclose: Niki from 


Nexus will be in the 
Suburbs house every 
Friday for what Terry is 
calling “Freedom Fri- 
days.” And the Lounge 
will be turned into more of a zone- 
out room than a zone to roam—in 
other words, what Brad originally 
intended it to be. 

“It was supposed to be a load- 
ing zone, restful, quiet but it sorta 
turned out to be a nightclub,” he 
says. Now, with the opening of 
Suburbs, Brad can fulfill his wish— 
after his New Year’s Eve bash, of 
course. 0 
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0% on all financing 








* Start up administration charge of $25 on leases. Sale applies to in stock merchandise ONLY. 
Minimum $100.00 purchase to receive NO G.S.T. 


MOTHERS fgg) 425-1400 
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MIONIGE CHAMPAGNE 


$10.COVER 




















15163 - 121 St. 
Ph.: 457-1195 
Happy Hour & 
Daily Food Specials 


MON-SAT: Noon-7pm 
SUN: 4pm-7pm 





8 oz. Draft 


25¢ 


$1.50 Shooters: 
| Spm - 2am 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 

Noon-Midnite 
Free Pool + Med. 
2-Topping Pizza: 
| $5.00 


_Dancing: 9pm-2am 





HAPPY HOUR & 
FOOD SPECIALS 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 
| Noon - Midnight 


9pm - 2am 
Med. 2-Topping Pizza: 
$5.00 
Dancing: 9pm-2am 
with DJ 





HAPPY HOUR & 
pais SPECIALS 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 
4pm - Midnite 
Med. 2-Topping Pizza: 
| $5.00 
| Karaoke: 9pm-2am 
| Win Prizes! 


MON/TUES/WED 


HAPPY HOUR & 
FOOD SPECIALS 
Hot Wings: $3.00 Ib. 
Mini-Jugs: $5.99 
Noon - Midnite 


Win Prizes! 


Orlando's 


New Year’s Eve 
Bash 


‘Thursday, Dec. 31/8 


Party Favors & 
Free Pizza Buffet 


—— Tickets $5.00 











Homegrown 
hardcore trio rings 
in ‘99 


By GARY McGOWAN 


onsider New Year's Eve from the 
[ Seen of the 
musicians who entertain 
you. They have lives, 
spouses, girlfriends, 
boyfriends, hobbies and 
vocations they might like 
to pursue or entertain on 
the last night of any given 
year. Instead, December 
31st is a big work night 
for most musical artists. 
Edmonton hardcore heroes 
LA.MS. are no exception to this 
rule. They introduce 1999 to the 
assembled multitude at the Rev this 
New Year's Eve, and they are making 
some sacrifices in order to do so 
“I'm cutting short my Florida 
vacation to make the gig, says drum- 
mer Chris Thompson. Bassist Vince 





Beer & Shooters: $2.00 | 





WED: Karaoke 9pm - 2am| 





PREVUE 


L.A.M.S., Las Vegas 
Cryptkeepers, 
Brokenose & Dustbowl 
© The Rev © Dec. 31 





Heschel is giving up even more in 
the way of personal New Year's plea- 
sure for this show.“I like to get drunk 
and swing from trees, claims Hes- 
chel. (Presumably, the Rev date pre- 
cludes Heschel from greeting 1999 
in his own special way.) 

When L.A.M.S. do towel down 
after their New Year's show, they can 
look back on the most 
active 12 months in the 
group's six-year history. 
The band toured more 
widely than ever, includ- 
ing a swing that took 
them all the way to 
Whitehorse, where 
L.A.M.S, were on the 
same bill as Canuck punk 
legends D.O.A. 


Disc deal with 
D.O.A. dude 


“We spent some time with Joe Keith- 
ley [a.k.a. Joey Shithead, D.O.A 
founder and lead singer]? recounts 
L.A.M.S. singer/guitarist James 
Rachansky. “I guess he liked us 
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4926 - 98 ave 440-2233 
10 minutes from anywhere 


because we got drunk together and 
he joined us onstage to sing the 
D.O.A. cover we perform [‘Race 
Riot’}]” That northern bonding ses- 
sion has turned into a record deal 


with Keithly's Sudden Death 
Records. The band’s first disc ,We 
Want Your Beer featuring former 
lead singer Tavis Edwards, will be 
remixed, remastered and rereleased 
under the deal, and the new, self 
titled, LA.M.S. CD should see the 
light of day on Sudden Death by 
March. 

L.A.M.S. completed principal 
recording of the disc after several 
stints at Midi City studios with pro- 
ducer Elliott Cristofoli (who's done 
that mysterious-recording-studio 
stuff for both Base Is Bass and Kish in 
the 1990s). L.A.M.S. plan to mix the 
disc at Calgary’s Sundae Sound stu- 
dio in the first week of January. Once 
mastering and manufacturing are 
completed, it's onward to the CD 
release party. 

LA.M.S. expect that fans who 
love the band for its hard-driving 
hardcore will love the new disc.The 
group even sees itself as harbingers 
of a“return-to-heaviness” in the punk 
genre. 

“I'm certainly hoping the 
‘pop/punk’ stuff disappears—and 









soon,” snorts Rachansky. Thompson 
is a bit more philosophical about the 
whole thing.“I think the music needs 
to get dirty again, and I think it will? 
he says. “It’s just a matter of musi- 
cians exploring and combining influ- 
ences until they come up with some- 
thing fresh.” 


2000 flushes 


In the meantime, there’s the matter 
of the L.A.M.S. New Year's Eve 
show at the Rey. The group play the 
date ‘in the company of the Las 
Vegas Cryptkeepers, Brokenose 
and Dustbowl. Enjoy this one, 
because the lads are already think- 
ing about how they'll greet the year 
2000—and it doesn’t include play- 
ing. While singer/guitarist Rachan- 
sky is still developing his plans, 
drummer Thompson hopes to be in 
Europe.“I want to be in Amsterdam 
to greet the millennium,” he smiles. 
“That city is my second home and 
I've been planning that trip for a 
long time.” Bassist Heschel will be a 
bit closer to home. “I hope to be 
under a table somewhere with a 40 
hanging out of my mouth” 

Musicians, after all, have personal 
interests they like to explore on 
December 31 too. 
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Phil Coulter & James Galway 
Winter's Crossing (BMG 
Music/RCA Victor) 


Winter's Crossing is not specifically a 
Christmas disc—it's more a disc that 
works well thematically with the holi- 
da on. There are no carols or 
famous Christmas songs on it, but this 
collection of songs is a great musical 
portrayal of the values that underlie the 
Yuletide spirit. 

Acclaimed producer/songwriter 
pianist Phil Coulter -has once again 
teamed up with flautist James Galway 
to release a disc that’s traditional in 
subject matter but contemporary in 
musical stylings. Their previous disc, 
Legends, stayed on the Billboard 
World Music Chart for 20 weeks, and - 
Winter's Crossing shows every sign of 
surpassing this feat. 

The theme of the CD is the mas- 
sive, exodus in the late 1800s from 
Europe, specifically Ireland, to the 
New World. The allegorical account of 
a boatload of emigrants is recounted in 
prefaces to each of the songs, and 
sets a stage for the music to be pre- 
sented upon. 

The result is quite successful. 
Coulter and Galway create a musical 
score that poignantly captures the 
heartache and loss of these people 
as they forever lose their homeland, 
as well as the elation and nervous- 
ness of their discovering a new one, 
in songs like “Thousands Are Sailing” 
(narrated by Liam Neeson). Songs 
such as “Christmas Eve, Ellis Island,” 
which are preceded by very personal- 
vignettes, capture a specific, delicate 
moment in time with surprising vivid- 
ness. 

The music would stand up on its 
own, even without the storyline. Coul- 
ters piano style is varied and evoca- 
tive, while Galway’s flute forms a 
bridge between traditional uileann 
pipes and whistles and the orchestral 
arrangements of the Irish Philharmo- 
nia, led by Therese Timony. There is a 
fich layering of at times disparate 
styles, and a restraint and subtlety to 
some of the compositions that shows 
the personal nature of this disc to both 
artists, 

A good disc, whatever the season. 
tVVAVV) 

Matt Bromley 





Barry Manilow Manilow Sings Sinatra 
(BMG/Arista) 


a 
Let me begin by affirming that |, unlike most 
of humanity, have no prejudice against Barry 
Manilow. He seems like a nice guy, has a 
decent set of pipes, and many’s the time I've 
sung “Copacabana” after one too many 
drinks at a karaoke bar. 

That said, shame on him. Manilow Sings 
Sinatra is billed as a homage to OI Blue 
Eyes, but it’s the most self-indulgent piece of 
crap I've ever heard. (You're off the hook, 
Celine.) 

__ The secret to Sinatra's success in songs 

\ike “I've Got the World on a String” was his 
Sincerity and simplicity (sorry for the surplus 
Of sibilants in that sentence). Even now, 
lyrics like "I'd be a silly so-and-so” manage 
not to sound dated—Manilow, however, 
Sings with an almost audible cheesy grin, 
robbing the songs of their candor, let alone 
their panache. 
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sion that sounds like it came from my 
grandmother's 48-key organ, doesn't help, 
either. 

Manilow's had a few hit albums in his 
time; he's lucky Sinatra has passed on to 
that great casino in the sky, though, or this 
album would result in a different kind of hit 
altogether. ¢ 
David Gobeil Taylor 





Jonny Lang Wander This World 
(A&M) 


Young Jonny Lang has surpassed his gim- 
mick status with the release of his second 
CD. Lang breezed on to the scene in 1997— 
hyped as 17-year-old blues prodigy, the kid 
has now reached the rank of true bluesman 
This manchild was born to lend the sound of 
his gravely voice to the genre. He has youth 
on his side and the younger kids are now lis- 
tening to the blues. The disc is rich with his 
version of soulful blues rock—this is a 
chance to get in on his early years because 
Lang's going to be around for a long time to 
come. OOO 





Amy Hough 





Volume All-Star Close Encounters of 
the Bump and Grind (Too Pure) 


Featuring some trippy outer-space samples, 
chunky beats and more than a few neat f/x, 
this disc is a must-have for your next pot- 
smoking session with your friends. 

Close Encounters of the Bump and 
Grind contains only one potential single 
("Alpoboy” which features an over-the-top 
female vocal). This is more a package of 
sounds you feel than a collection of hits— 
the cuts blend together, groove after groove 
There's no need for the liner notes to indi- 
cate where one song ends and the next 
begins. If you toss this one in the CD player, 
expect to play it from end to end. 

In an era where more and more beat- 
oriented bands are sliding into mediocrity, 
it's nice to see a band like Volume All-Star 
come out with an effort as consistent as 
this one. “Alpoboy” is nice, but if any one 
groove sticks out (notice | call them 
“grooves,” not “songs’) it's got to be “Death 
Race 1997." 

Look for this one. You'll be glad you did 
0000 

Steven Sandor 





Bruce Springsteen Tracks 
(Sony/CovumBia) 


Any hope that Tracks—four CDs of Spring- 
steen demos, B sides, and previously 
unreleased songs—might unearth a trove 
of lost treasures is quickly diminished 
about halfway into Disc One. Although the 
first four cuts offer early versions of songs 
that eventually made it onto Springsteen's 
first two albums, what follows is nothing to 
write a fanzine about. If you thought “Wild 
Billy's Circus Story’ (from Springsteen's 
second album, The Wild, the Innocent, 
and the E Street Shuffle) was forced, 
check out “Thundercrack” (now, there's a 
song title Kiss would kill for) or “Zero and 
Blind Terry.” 

Fortunately, the general quality of the 
songs improves on Discs Two and Three. 
Springsteen reached his creative peak in 
the ‘80s, and outtakes from mid-decade 
albums like Born in the U.S.A, and Tunnel 
of Love show the New Jersey rocker's 
songcraft honed to a diamond-sharp 
edge. 

The triple threat that ends the second 
disc packs the strongest punch, Shor of 
arena-rock grandiosity and the irritating, 
bludgeoning E Street Band, “Born in the 
U.S.A’ is a cry of pain rather than the song 
that was, understandably, misinterpreted as 
a patriotic jingle. “Shut Out the Light” is 
prime Springsteen, a tense, understated 
focker about a guy who can't forget the hor- 
tors of what he’s seen—though it's not clear 
if he's haunted by a war or the music indus- 








upbeat new-wave synth-pop tunes (“Lion's 
Den” and “Cynthia") and some stripped: 
down ballads recorded for Tunnel of Love. 
Everything Springsteen wrote around that 
time, a few years after the success of Born 
in the U.S.A., is worthwhile 
The thrills taper off by Disc Four, which 
presents more recent work from the Boss— 
refined, thoughtful, committed, dull {with the 
possible exception of the truly inexplicable 
“Part Man, Part Monkey’). 
| might have been able to recommend 
Tracks if a little more common sense had 
gone into the packaging. My first complaint 
is that the disc digipacks come glued to the 
inside of the box, and hence are impossi- 
ble to remove without mutilating the box 
itself. Second, the accompanying booklet 
includes no annotation, just lyrics. Spring- 
steen isn't a bad lyricist, but his words 
generally look pretty stupid printed out and 
are perfectly audible most of the time any- 
way. Accompanying notes would have 
been more valuable—for instance, more 
information on when and where the songs 
were recorded, how they were written, 
what inspired them, and what the Boss 
was smoking at the time. | mean, “Thun- 
dercrack"? 
Shawn Conner 





Various Beleza Tropical 2 (LuaKa 
Bop/Warner) 


Ola! That David Byrne is one clever guy— 
he’s got both his thinking cap and his 
mambo shoes switched on. While his former 
mates in the Talking Heads sputter and 
flounder, Byrne has found new life, not only 
with a solo career, but in the unlikely area of 
music repackaging . 

The latter might sound like a cheesy 
occupation—a K-Tel kind of gig—but Byrne 
has got darn good taste. Witness his latest 
project, Beleza Tropical 2. It's a testament to 
the ongoing influence of Brazil's tropicalis- 
mo movement, an esthetic that swept the 
country’s culture in the 1960s and saw a 
crossbreeding of bossa nova and samba 
with other popular music styles 

Fast-forward 30 years to the 1990s. The 
artists on Beleza Tropical 2 continue to 
shake their thang in some wild ways as they 
freely mix hardcore, funk, and retro-glam 
with more traditional sounds. 

From Gilberto Gil's lilting “Madelena” 
with its shimmering guitars, to Sergio 
Mendes’ pounding rap, Beleza Tropical is 
Cutting-edge world beat. With its intelligent 
rhythms and intertwined instrumentation, 
much of the music on this CD carries the 
strong pump of pop, only with a more satis- 
fying complexity. Tom Ze’s lovely and win- 
some “Curiosidade” is outstanding, while 
Arnaldo Antunes’ dark “O Seu Olhar" could 
almost pass as the Brazilian equivalent of 
Crash Vegas, if you can imagine such a 
thing. Brilliant disc. That Byrne, what a bright 
Quy. OOOO 

Charles Mandel 





Various Wail of Sound Presents 
Bustin’ Loose (UuTRA RECORDS) 


Wall Of Sound is the UK label most 
renowned for discovering electronica meis- 
ters the Propellerheads—Bustin’ Loose is 
a collection of their top dog acts. The sonic 
sounds range from trip-hop, jazz and big 
bass house. As with any compilation CD, 
you have your winners and your losers. 
Winners include heavy-handed, frenetic 
dance tunes like the Propellerheads’ 
“Dive!” Artery’s “The Dollar” and my 
favourite, E-Klektik’s “Maracena Mad- 
ness"—or as | like to call it, the hooligan’s 
gooooooooaaaaaaalililll song. The losers 
would be the soporific ambient/trance 
tunes, of which, thankfully, there are only 
two. 

If you like to dance your ass off and 
Aqua isn't your thing, then you could do a 
lot worse. It gets you up and movin' 
around. It's also great to listen to while 
playing Nintendo—Mario and | were in the 
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FRIDAY 
(CLOSED) 


MERRY CHRISTMAS! 








SATURDAY 
UPSTAIRS: 
DJ DAVEY JAMES presents 
The AFTER PARTY 


DOWNSTAIRS: 


DI MIKEE techno/house/alt/rock/ete. 














SUNDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


DJ BIG DADA spins acrernarive 


$1.75 pints ‘til 10:30 pm 











MONDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


DJ CHUCK ROCK spins your requests 


$7 Jugs ‘til 10:30 pm / $1.50 HiBalls ‘til Midnight 










TUESDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS: 


DJ CHUCK ROCK spins swing, ska & punk 


Happy Hour ‘til Midnight 















$.25 draft ‘til midnight 





THURSDAY 
DOWNSTAIRS & UPSTAIRS: 


NO FRILLS 


NEW YEAR 

$10 COVER - No Advance Ticke 

Midnight Champagne 
Doors: 8 pm 
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By DANIELLE ZYP 











“Penis” transplanted 











he sculpture that was at the 

centre of a controversy at Grey 
Nuns Hospital last September has 
been moved. Staff and patients at 
the hospital (some of who had 
been sexually abused) 
offended by the sculpture’s per- 
ceived phallic imagery. Clay Ellis, 
the sculpture’s creator, denied any 
intention of creating a large-scale 
penis. Maundy, named after 
Maundy Thursday (the day Jesus 
bathed the feet of the poor), has 
been relocated to Grant 
MacEwan Community College 
Hopefully, the metal 
sculpture will find acceptance in 
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its new home on the corner of 


Epp Epp hooray 


Rhonda Harder Epp’s new exhibi- 
tion at the Misericordia Hospital, 
The Portrait Project, isn’t likely to 
offend anyone. Presented in coop- 
eration with the Caritas Art Enrich- 
ment Group, the show features 
numerous portraits of people from 
Camrose, where Epp lives and 
works. Epp finished them all in a 
year, and says she just had to get 
them out of her system. One of the 
most interesting features of the 
paintings in the exhibit is the dif 
ferent setting of each piece; Epp 
says the project emerged from 
reading the novels of Jane Austen, 
who once wrote, “The house is a 
material reflection of one’s charac- 
ter” Her own self-portrait has the, 
characteristic finger-like claws of a 
Japanese-style wave behind her. 
The Portrait Project continues 
until February 8 


Fifteen-karat gold 


There is a wonderful group show at 
the Vanderleelie Gallery displaying 
a wide variety of painting styles. My 
personal favourite of the artists, 


Vicky Marshall, has contributed 


two gorgeous impasto landscapes 


that reveal the texture as well as 
the form, colour, light and shadow 
of a natural scene. She also has two 
thick and painterly still lifes on dis- 
play. Brent Mcintosh has one large- 
scale acrylic called The Rock that 
looks like a controlled Jackson Pol- 
lock. Isla Burns offers a simple and 
elegant welded steel sculpture and 
Harry Kiyooka is showing three 
graphic yet poetic pieces. About fif- 
teen artists are represented alto- 
gether in the large high-ceilinged 
space. The chance to sample a 
diverse selection of artists contin- 
ues until December 31, 


Mail objectification 


If you're in the mood for something 
fun and quirky, consider spending { 
some time wandering through the 
current exhibition at Latitude 53. 
Curator Cindy Baker presents Spon- 
taneous Compulsion, a novel mail- 
art show. As part of the Emerging 
Curators Project, Baker put out a call 
for “art from the road,” to be submit- 
ted from anywhere outside Edmon- 
ton, She received a steady stream of 
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work from all over the world, rang- 
ing from postcards to large pack- 
ages. More than 300 submissions are 
on display, as well as the wrapping 
in which they arrived. “Art is what 
happens between when you send 
the work and when it is received’ 
says Baker. Don’t expect to have 
time to view it all in one visit and 
don’t forget to step into the back 
room to sce what SNAP has to offer. 
Spontaneous Compulsion contin- 
ues until January 23. 


Whatever Works for you 


A note to all visual artists: The 
Works Festival is putting out a call 
to enter. The deadline is January 22 
to apply for inclusion in the cele- 
bration, which runs from June 25 to 
July 7, 1999. The Works showcases 
artists. from around the world in 
one of the largest festivals of its 
kind in North America: If you want 
to participate, call the office at 426- 
2122 or e-mail them = at 
theworks@telusplanet.net. Please 
do not send anything by snail mail, 
as once again The Works is moving, 
their offices to a new address still 
unknown at press time. LV) 











Junior High and High School students are invited to 
submit an essay on a topic of their choice, or choose a 
suggested topic: 

1) “Should the Alberta government ratify the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child?” 


2) “Should young adults have censored or uncen- 
sored access to the Internet?” 

Deadline for submission is Thursday, February 4. Essays should 
be no longer than 1500 words. For judging purposes, please 
put only the student's grade and title on the first page. The last 
page should also include the student’s name, school and a 
contact teacher and number. Essays should be typed and 
double spaced. Send essays to: 


CANSCAIP Minus 30 
c/o 6223 186 Street 
Edmonton,ABT5T 2T3 


For more info call 444-7214 or e-mail CANSCAIP at 
canscaip@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


The winning student from each grade will receive a 
$25 gift certificate. 

_ Winning essays will be read at library branches or 
bookstores during Freedom to Read Week. 
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City Centre Farmers Market 
97 St. & 102 Ave. 


Welcome to their world, a world of organi- 
cally-rooted power pop music with clever 
and urbane lyrics, an eclectic sound that fea 
tures a large amount of eccentricity. Wel- 
come’s brand of esoteric yet dancey music 
has gained the band devoted audiences and 
critical acclaim. Welcome has a self-titled CD 
out, and is currently working on a second. 


SHOWTIMES: 7 & 9 P.M. 


rock ‘n 


nes 





SHOWTIMES: 8 & 10 P.M. 


The Clones is a blend 
of traditional and con- 
temporary ska music. 
This band of young 
musicians (between 16 
& 18 years old), sug- 
gests that their musical 
influences reach back to 
the early swing bands, 

’ roll and reggae...maybe even 


some techno! An energetic band, they 
challenge everyone to come out and 


have a good time. 


“Could use some extra cash to pay off those Christmas bills? 
Buy a First Night 50/50 ticket pre-fest at the Eaton Centre Information Desk, TIX on the Square 
and the Festival Office...or on-site on December 3Ist. Draw date: January 4th! 





€monton —=Journal Spencer” 


CFRN 





THE WESTIN HOTEL 
Ldmeeton 


Button Up and Support First Night! 
First Night is an independent non-profit society. 
Buying a button supports the festival and its operations. 
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‘Play entertai entertaining, but theme is 
a tough pill to swallow 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


re you fat? Pimple-faced? 

Impotent? Herpes got you 
down? 

Rosemary Rowe's Carlill V. the 
Carbolic Smokeball Company, a 
hit at the 1996 Fringe, is a comic 
indictment of the medical world’s 
quick-fix culture, eager 
to market every new 
pill as a miracle drug 
and instantaneous prob- 
lem-solver. 

The play tells two 
parallel stories: in 1893, 
Lucy Carlill (an actual 
historical figure) buys a 
patent medicine called 
the Carbolic Smokeball, 
whose ads guarantee a £100 
reward to anyone who contracts 
influenza after using it; and in the 
present day, a depressed young 
man named Lewis falls into the 
hands of Larry,a singularly unhelp- 
ful psychiatrist who only feigns 
interest in Lewis's troubles and 
prescribes misguided, dangerous 
treatments like Prozac arid elec- 
troshock therapy. Lucy gets sick; 
Lewis gets sicker. 

I'm not sure whether the anal- 
ogy holds up under scrutiny, 
though. Surely there's a difference 
between fly-by-night frauds like 
the Smokeball, which probably 
never cured anybody, and Prozac, 
which may be overprescribed but 
still delivers dramatic, positive 
results to a large numbers of 
patients. And when Larry talks to 
Lewis about Prozac, he, unlike the 
Smokeball Company, is completely 
upfront about all the drug's side 
effects and drawbacks. 






theatre 


Carlill V. the Carbolic 
Smokeball Company 
New Varscona Theatre 
* to Dec. 27 





Shocking allegations 


Of course, Larry's true aim in provid- 
ing this information is to persuade 
Lewis to sign up for some elec- 
troshock sessions. But by making 
Larry such a consciously malevolent 
character, Rowe may have suc- 
cumbed to a theatrical “quick fix" 
herself. Kurt Spenrath 
may bear an unnerving 
physical resemblance to 
an analyst I myself used 





to see, but is his charac- 
ter really representative, 
even in an exaggeratedly 
comic way, of the psychi- 







atric profession? Lewis, 
meanwhile, seems like 
too sensible a character not to see 
through this obviously demented 
doctor; it’s hard to believe he'd fol- 
low any advice Larry had to offer. 

Lewis makes several dark 
speeches about his uncontrollable 
compulsion to cut himself, and he 
spends most of the play with gauze 
wrapped around his arms like the 
Bride of Frankenstein, But the seri- 
ousness of these moments seems a 
little out of kilter with the broadly 
comic tone of the rest of the play 
and the wild, caricatured portrait of 
the psychiatrist 

But let me emphasize that the 
space I've devoted here to criticizing 
the play is far out of proportion to 
the enjoyment I got out of it. Rowe's 
comic dialogue is smart and precise, 
and the details—a guy flipping out 
when a gas station attendant writes 
“JAGUAR’ on his dirty, beat-up car, a 
practical joke that sabotages a med- 
school lecture—are fresh, funny and 
original, Daniel Arnold projects a 
convincing moroseness as the self- 


mutilating Lewis, and Kurt Spenrath 
oozes the proper level of phony sin- 
cerity as Larry as well as during the 
play's many commercial parodies 


I love Lucy 


However, it’s the scenes dealing with 
Lucy Carlill herself that make this 
play so much fun. Rachael V. John 
ston (whose name even looks like 
the title of a law suit) is absolutely 
marvelous in the role. Sitting at an 
80-degree angle in her Victorian 
drawing room, speaking in long, ram- 
bling sentences, occasionally pound- 
ing on a nearby table for emphasis, 
Lucy is an indelibly eccentric charac- 
ter. Johnston is also amusing as Beth, 
Lucy’s rather dim sister, but it’s Lucy 
herself who's the play's true hero.At 
first, she seems merely like a dotty, 
faintly self-absorbed hypochondriac, 
certainly no match for the wily med- 
ical establishment—but by the end 
of the story, after launching a historic 
lawsuit against the Smokeball Com- 
pany, she emerges as an admirable 
model of common sense and self- 
reliance 

The play ends with a brilliant, 
even chilling tableau, but 1 still was 
left with reservations about its 
theme. Rowe's message is that 
patients must take responsibility 
for their own recovery, that you 
simply can’t rely on medical sci- 
ence to take care of you. That's part- 
ly true, I guess; but I couldn't help 
but think that it’s the pervasiveness 
of this attitude—that, gee whiz, any 
normal person ought to be able to 
work out their problems on his or 
her own—that prevents a lot of 
unhappy people from seeking out 
any outside help at all Vv) 





Garneau compilation ads them up 


"No movie, just 
| dozens of 
| commercials 


By RUSSELL MULVEY 


Wisnrs a couple of commer- 
cials that very graphically 
demonstrate the dangers of driving 
too fast, then watching a 
couple of commercials 
for cars whose major 
Selling point is just how 
fast they can go kind of 
makes you think. 

The casual, chance 
juxtaposition of con- 
(rary messages is part of 
what makes viewing the 
annual collection of The World’s 
Best Commercials entertaining. 
These collections can be an emo- 
onal roller-coaster ride, taking you 
from tear-wrenching sadness to 
belly-ripping hilarity in less than 
two minutes. (Well, to be more 
accurate, from  smile-removing 
unhappiness to smile-regaining un- 
unhappiness, But in under two min- 
utes!) 

This is easily one of the better 
editions of The World’s Best Com- 
ercials and there are more than a 
few gems that stand out.“The Frog 
and the Princess” which sells the 
Oslo Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, 
has an easily predictable gag, but 
it’s still funny. The ad for a motorcy- 
on racing game was Sony Plays 






commercials 


The World’s Best 
Commercials 1998 ¢ 
Garneau Theatre * 
Opens Dec. 25 





similarly predictable yet funny. It’s 
certainly more amusing than anoth- 
er Playstation ad in the collection— 
it seems aimed at convincing peo- 
ple to stay home with their Playsta- 
tions rather than cat out in fancy 
restaurants where you never know 
just how your food will be pre- 
pared. 


Rodeo clown 


The commercials have 
been organized into five 
categories. The first is 
Representation, wherein 
somebody basically tries 
to straightforwardly 
convince you of a prod- 
uct’s worth. My fav- 
ourite in this category is 
a spot for Wrangler Jeans showing a 
young cowboy listing his innumer- 
able rodeo injuries. The message is 
apparently that really tough guys 
wear Wranglers, but the impression 
I was left with is that really stupid 
guys wear Wranglers—which 
might actually be true. 

The next category, Contempo- 
rary Issues, shows huge, multina- 
tional corporations associating 
themselves with worthy causes. 
Nike has three commercials in this 
category, all of them depicting the 
plight of downtrodden skateboard- 
ers. The commercials show what 
would happen if tennis players, 
golfers and joggers were treated 
the same way skateboarders were 










eeeaicd. Nike Ard alot of gall, taking _ 


from the fact that nobody I know 
has ever been run off the sidewalk 
by a tennis player or a golfer, these 
are effective ads. 

The only standout in the third 
category, Public Service Announce- 
ments, is a profane commercial 
decrying deforestation, and is 
bound to annoy any lumberjacks in 
the audience 


Maybe their planet's 
out of toner 


Next up is Visual Narrative. These 
are the ads where nobody talks. 
You are supposed to get what is 
happening just by the pictures 
The Hewlett-Packard spot is great, 
but I wondered what Martians 
would possibly be doing with a 
printer. A body-spray commercial 
that makes good use of the, er, inti- 
macy of a life-painting class is also 
funny. 

Popular Culture, the final cate- 
gory, also has some funny 
moments. My favourite is Jack in 
the Box’s spoof of “real-life"TV pro- 
grams like Cops. Jack, an otherwise 
normal man with a Jack-in-the-box 
head, confronts a lowlife guy who 
has been saying derogatory things 
about the food at the restaurants. 
The HBO commercials involving a 
roach motel and a distracted barber 
run a close second, 

This is a pretty funny, some- 
times emotional crop of commer- 
cials. And they'll be playing five 


times a day at the Garneau The- _ 
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DOORS: 6:00 PM 


TICKETS: $14.95 
Includes DELUXE APPETIZER BUFFET From 7-8 PM 
PARTY FAVORS & CHAMPAGNE AT MIDNIGHT 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
THE THUNDERDOME OR CALL 433-3663 
*Group Discounts Available* 


IF YOURE DRINKING, WHO’S DRIVING? 





HE’S BAAACK! 


Theatre Network presents The Rink-A-Dink Inc. Production of 
RONNIE BURKETT THEATRE OF MARIONETTES IN 


STREET OF 


BLOOD 


Gir-Yehi-teMelito Ml a-laelguit-te! by Ronnie Burkett 
K +t V 


JANUARY 7-31, 1999 Tickets 453-2440 
THEATRE NETWORK’s Roxy Theatre 10708-124 
able for children 


Street 


cKVa 




























[= Movies 
orthWatching 


Channei $*Check local et A ry, Ry i é 
Hosted by Jacques Benoit 
cter& Co 


wtscu orese Developer at Athabasca 






rant Mackw 


WEIS 


WHAT’S UP, DOC? 


Tonight’s movie, What's Up, Doc?, stars Barbara Streisand, who’s 
one of the most multi-talented people you are going to find. First of 


* course, a dynamite singer. Then we see her as—forgive me for say- 


ing this—a bit of an unlikely romantic lead in a series of movies like 
Funny Girl, Funny Lady, and The Way We Were. And then she made 
the lead in the director's chair for movies like Yentel, The Prince of 
Tides and The Mirror has Two Faces. Throughout her career, we've 
watched her determination to make it as a woman in a man’s world. 
Particularly as a director, where she’s struggled and has been consid- 
ered either combative or difficult, or maybe just right in noticing that 
it is more difficult for woman directors to get pictures made. And she 
drew attention to the disparity of the number of male directors being 
well above the number of female directors. Women actors have been 
pointing out for years the difficulty in finding good and/or plentiful 
roles for women in the movies. And unlike other stars, she’s not 
been content to be an actor—waiting instead to have true artistic 
control. 
What’s Up, Doc? is what you'd call romantic comedy. Romance 
is at the centre here even though there are a lot of intellectuals who 
are fast talkers and clever, and those characteristics are elements of 
what we call the comedy of manners. We've also got slap-stick, and 
a whole lot of timing involved in this movie, and there’s also a long 
chase scene you are about to see. There's a lot of physical comedy 
as well. So we've got multiple comedy sub-genres working together 
to serve the romantic comedy. And you see all these traditional sub- 
genres quite often mixed together in movies. It's a common occur- 
rence, but what we're still left with is a distinctly romantic comedy. 


SERRE REE teen 








| want to talk to you a little bit about coincidences, and how if 
they are overused they can make a work of art—a movie for exam- 
ple—seemed contrived and silly. Whereas, when they are used prop- 
erly, meaningfully and amusingly, you can get a lot of humour out of 


* them. Maybe even if you over use them a little. For example, Judy's 


father being the judge that they have to face in court, and the four 
identical bags. You might see this as a deus ex machina—what the 
Greeks used to do by lowering a God onto the stage to save the day 
in the end. Well, Judy’s knowledge of geology does do that. But in a 
comedy if you overuse coincidences, you can actually make it fun- 
ner. 

What would a comedy like this be without the chase scene—the 
comic chase scene? Right out of The Keystone Cops, Bug Bunny, It's 
a Mad Mad Mad World, and the television show Moonlighting. One 
chase after the other. How do you keep making such an old concept 
new again and again? Well shooting it in San Francisco doesn't 
hurt—you've got the hills. Using all sorts of different vehicles is fine, 
and so is having different elements going down the stairway, going 
through the Chinese dragon, and all the cars going into the drink. 
The plate of glass works well, too. Things always seem new again, 
no matter how many times you've seen them, if you do it right. 

What's Up, Doc? is a movie where the heroine is a trickster. And 
the obvious comparison of Judy to Bugs Bunny here is no accident. 


” After all we've got a lot of women in film proceeding her who've been 


tricksters as well. There’s Katherine Hepburn in Bringing Up Baby, 
Lucy in the | Love Lucy series, and even Goldie Hawn in House Sit- 
ter. The trickster is the woman who brings disaster in her wake all 
the time. And in this case, and all the other cases, disaster usually 
proceeds love. There’s a sense that Howard's old life has to be lev- 
elled in order for him to find love, and the trickster often leads the 
character first into a lower plane of existence and high disorder, and 
then to a higher plane of existence. You know—love. And in this 
case, that means union with the trickster herself. So watch out for 
those tricks and see you next week for another movie worth watch- 


ing. 








Usher ushered out 
quickly 
By SANDRA SPEROUNES 


sst. Hey you. Wanna bilk a few 

hormone-happy teenagers out 
of millions of dollars? Here's the 
plan: make a schlocky 
horror film, add a sexy 
young pop singer and 
get ready to scream 
your way to the bank. 
With glee, naturally. 

Okay, so it’s not 
exactly the most origi- 
nal of ideas. But hey, if 
the makers of J Know What You 
Did Last Summer (and its sequel) 
can score with Brandy and Jen- 
nifer Love Hewitt as its leading 
ladies, think of how much money 
we can make by using Usher! With 
a name like that, you know he was 
born to be in film. 

After sitting through The Fac 
ulty, 'm certain that’s the only 
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to the store: 


‘The Bryicreem Boys’ 


‘Go Now’ 


‘Niagara Niagara’ 


‘A Promesse’ 


‘Schizopolis’ 


‘The Fighting 69th’ 


‘The Hitchhiker’ 





4047 - 106 Street : 


437-3182 





horror 
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The Faculty ¢ Cineplex 
Qdeon * Opens 


The Faculty 


reason why Miramax allowed this 
project to go ahead. Alas, in their 
haste to cash in on the horror 
genre, the usually-astute Weinstein 
brothers forgot a few things: a 
somewhat original plot, witty one- 
liners and most of all, frightening 
scenes. Getting a pencil jabbed 
through the hand is not what I 
would call scary. 

The premise of The Faculty is 
unbelievably trite: a bunch of 
diuretic-fearing lizard-like aliens 
take over Herrington High School 
with the hopes of taking over the 
entire planet. Only six students 
are smart enough to realize some- 
thing weird is going on—why else 
would students start putting their 
hands up in class? 

Geez ‘Louise, call in Mulder 
and Scully already. 


What? Misunderstood 
teenagers? 


These six students, of course, are 
all misunderstood in their own 
ways and must turn to each other 
in order to battle the aliens. Not 
surprisingly, they're the ultimate 
stereotypes—there’s the sweet, 
innocent new girl; the nerd and 
ultimate hero of the film, Casey 
(played by a bored Elijah Wood) ; 
the rebellious, retarded drug-deal- 
er; the poor, misunderstood chick 
who hates everyone; the quarter- 
back of the high school team; and 
his girlfriend, who dumps him 
when he decides to quit the team 
and pursue academics. 

Okay, so maybe that doesn’t 
happen every day. And maybe not 
everyone is precisely who they 
appear to be. But the problem is, 
you can see that plot twist coming 
a mile away.And you know exact- 
ly what’s going to happen to each 
student, thanks to obvious verbal 
hints that pepper their dialogue. 
So the nerd “doesn’t think a per- 
son should run unless he’s being 
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The Faculty prof-fers boredom 













chased.” Hmm. Guess what he’s 
going to be doing a lot of through- 
out the film? So the English 
teacher tries to stop the drug deal- 
er from pushing his magic “caf- 
feine” dust from the trunk of his 
muscle car. Could it be that the 
aliens can’t handle their drugs? 

If that’s supposed to be a witty 
alternative to the usual choice of 
weapons in shoot-’em-up/horror 
films, it’s not. And that’s the entire 
problem with this film—it’s not 
funny, it’s not scary, it’s not even 
bad enough to laugh at. Director 
Robert Rodriguez and screen- 
writer Kevin Williamson offer 
nothing new to the genre, choos- 
ing rather to make references to 
other, better films such as Inva- 
sion of the Body Snatchers and 
even Star Trek II: The Wrath of 
Khan. 


Bebe has principal role 


Not even the actors could save 
The Faculty. Not Bebe Neuwirth 
as the school principal, Ms. Drake. 
Not Piper Laurie or Famke 
Janssen, reduced to playing minor 
roles as the glaring Mrs. Olson and 
the nervous-English-teacher- 
turned-sex-pot. Not Robert 
Patrick, the evil guy from 72, as 
the evil football coach who has a 
weird obsession with water. 
(Although, I must admit, it was 
amusing to watch him break out 
in huge, satisfying grins.) 

And certainly not Usher. 
Despite all the hype, he’s not on 
the screen for more than five min- 
utes. I can’t even remember his 
lines because they were so few 
and, obviously, too meaningful for 
me to comprehend. 

“I'm not an alien, I'm discon- 
tent,” sputters the football jock at 
one point during this film. Believe 
me, you'll be discontent after. 
spending eight bucks on The Fac- 
ulty. oO 
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These Six peetee ab , 4 THE 
stages” 
OPENS 


FRIDAY, 
DEC. 25 
1998 


Check listings for theatres 


A new science fiction thriller — * teh ovtiines 
From the director of Desperado & From Dusk till Dawn y 
se by the writer of Scream & Scream 2 


DIMENSION worse KILLER SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON COLUMBIA RECORDS COLL MBIA sang ALLIANCE 


Tie Suet 
) ' QRIGINAL 
: SOUNDTRACK 


| Featuring: 
OASIS ¢ D_GENERATION 
SOUL ASYLUM ¢ OFFSPRING 
CYPRESS HILL e CREED e NEVE 
rT | MORE! 


ONE OF TEN COPIES of 


the FACULTY soundtrack! 

2 i ENTER FROM CYBERSPACE! 
X To win, just name one band 

: member from Class of ’99! 


E-mail your answer to |“ 
faculty@vue.ab.ca ; 


SONY Music ae é: ane > | 
SOUNDTRAX. oo Ee , i WR wet Wlontest closes at noon, Dec. 29, '96. Winners willbe contacted in.cyberspac 




























1998 
WORLD'S BEST 
COMMERCIALS 
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1998 World’s Berk 
GARN EAU Commercials 
+h eartre Opens December 26 (Boxing Day) 


Daily @ 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 9:30 pm 


__ mMeatre _ 
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An unforgettable fable that proves love, 
family and imagination conquer all. 


LIFE. 


|DEAUTIFUL 


A NEW ALM BY RORERTO REN 


ALLIANCE, MIRAMAX FILMS 
wo MARIO & VITTORIO CE 
aMELAMPO CINEMATC 
ROBERTO BENIGNI » 


coun ev ELDA a 
oaecreoey ROBERTO BENIGN! 
Qo a= 


MIRAMAX 2=- —- ——s 


Inne) ALLIANCE 





Beautiful 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:30 pm 
with Sat. & Sun. matinees 1:00 & 3:30 pm 
PG + Glsed Dec. 24 & 25 ~ Season's Greetings 


$5.00 MATINEES DAILY! 


(AT PARTICIPATING THEATRES) 


(AT PERFORMANCES PRIOR TO 6:00 PM) 
EXCEPT SATURDAY, SUNDAY & STATUTORY HOLIDAYS 





Shakespeare in 
Love shows true 
Will power 


By KEN EISNER 


A: Shakespeare in Love makes 
abundantly clear, the Bard of 
Avon didn’t become 
because of his work's lit- 
erary qualities, but 
because of his knack for 
creating plays that were, 
above all, entertaining 
This new film, utterly 
delightful in its own 
right, also suggests he 
was a dab hand with the ladies. 

Certainly, Will Shakespeare 
(played here by Joseph Fiennes, 
Ralph’s younger brother) wasn’t 
always the dour chrome-lome we 
see in portraits. Here we find him 
in 1593, not quite 30, between para- 
mours, and suffering from massive 
writer's block. He has all manner of 
superstitions, and if nothing else is 
happening at his desk, he practises 
his signature, in which (as in real 
life) his name is not always spelled 
the same way. 

The movie has no opening 
titles, but it helps to know that 
much of the screenplay was the 
work of Tom Stoppard, who sub- 
stantially rewrote Marc Norman's 
original script. As you'd expect 
from the author of Rosencraniz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead, it’s 
full of theatre lore, all sorts of puns, 


famous 


* Daily 


and ricocheting references to many 
of Shakespeare’s best-known plays. 

Besides breathing new life into 
the Elizabethan era (the era of bad 
teeth and lots of mud), the film 
evokes the unsettled nature of the 
arts in a time when the stage pro- 
vided virtually the only entertain- 
ment for anyone without his own 
castle. Titles, characters, and whole 
stories could be changed to suit the 
needs of patrons, actors, or audi- 
ences. Our playwright, in fact, is 
seen stealing ideas from his rival, 
Christopher Marlowe (an uncredit- 
ed Rupert Everett), and promising 
his newest work, Romeo and Ethel, 
the Pirate’s Daughter, to two sepa- 
rate theatres—even though he’s 
written only a few pages 








romance 


Shakespeare in Love 


Shakespeare in Love ® Joseph Fiennes 


All roads lead to Romeo 


The movie addresses the mutabili- 
ty of sex roles, both on and off the 
boards. At the time, all female 
stage parts were played by high- 
voiced boys, so romantic plots 
tended to come off a bit on the 
stilted side. Fiennes’ Shakespeare, 
however, knows his tremulous 
love scenes demand a heightened 
form of realism, and he gets it in 
the form of one Viola De Lesseps 
(an extra-radiant Gwyneth Pal- 
trow), a wealthy, if lowborn, lady 
so intoxicated by Will's words that 
she dresses as a boy in order to 
land a part—as Romeo! Parallels 
between Will's life and his play-in- 
progress abound, culminating in a 
beautifully edited sequence show- 
ing Will and Viola reciting the 
play’s hottest exchanges, with the 
author using the heroine’s lines. 
(And, yes, she’s called Juliet by 
then.) 

Stoppard and director John 
Madden also lampoon show biz 
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Paltrow hears Avon calling 
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impresarios, finding the Eliza- 
bethan equivalent of today’s cigar- 
chomping producers in the person 
of the snivelling-but-optimistic 
Philip Henslowe (Geoffrey Rush, 
who played opposite Fiennes in the 
inferior Elizabeth) and the venal 
Hugh Fennyman (The Full Monty”s 
Tom Wilkinson), a loan shark with 
greasepaint in his blood. 


Not merely players 


There are also delightful vignettes 
with an acerbic Queen Elizabeth 
(Judi Dench, so good as Queen Vic- 
toria in Madden’s Mrs. Brown), 
Viola's weaselly betrothed (Colin 
Firth, turning his Pride and Preju- 
dice role on its head),a 16th-centu- 
ry prototherapist (Mrs. Brown's 
Antony Sher), and a famous actor 
who thinks his Mercutio should 
have the biggest role (Ben Affleck, 
with an iffy English accent). And 
let's not forget the anonymous 
boatmen who keep pitching Will 
their scripts. 


CINEMARK THEATRES 


$1.50 ALL SHOWS BEFORE 6 PM 


$2.00 SHOWS AFTER 6 PM 


$1.00 ALL DAY TUESDAY! 
$3.00 SAT MIDNIGHT SHOWS - CINEMA CITY 12 ONLY 












Showtimes effective: FRI, December 25-THU, December 31, 1998. 
| PARAMOUNT THX | 


A H 
10233 Jasper Ave. 428-1307 
STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) THX SAT 
SUN MON TUE WED THU 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00 FRI 7:00 
0-( 
111 Ave. & Groat Rd. 455-8726 
| 36.50 GENERAL ADMISSION ] 
$3.00 CHILDREN 
& GOLDEN AGE 
$4.00 TUESDAY & MATINEES | 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) SAT SUN MON TUE 
WED THU 12:45 3:45 7:00 9:45 FRI 7:00 9:45 PH 

A BUG'S LIFE (G) SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 

12:15 2:15 4:30 6:45 9:15 FRI 6:45 9:15 PM. 

MIGHTY JOE YOUNG (PG) Sat Sun Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 1:00 4:00 7:15 10:00 FRI 7:15 10:00 PM. 
STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) SAT SUN 
MON TUE WED THU 1:15 4:15 7:30 10:15 FRI 7:15 10:15 


PH 

WESTMALL 

West Edmonton Mail 444-1242 

A BUGS LIFE (G) SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 
12:15 2:15 4:30 6:45 9:15 FRI 2:15 4:30 6:45 9:15 PM 
MIGHTY JOE YOUNG (PG) Sat Sun Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 1:00 4:00 7:10 10:00 Fri 4:00 7:10 10:00 PM 
YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) SAT SUN MON TUE 
WED THU 12:45 3:45 7:10 9:45 FRI 3:45 7:00 9:45 PM 
THE WATERBOY (PG) Coarse language 7:30 
9:30 PM. 

JACK FROST (PG) SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 12:30 
3:30 FRI 3330 PM. 








STAR TREK:INSURRECTION(PG) SAT SUN 
MON TUE WED THU 1:15 4:15 7:20 10:15 FRI 4:15 7:20 
10:15 PM 


29th Ave. & Calgary Trail _ 436-6977 





[SPECIAL SAVINGS - $4.00 MATINEES 
BEFORE 6:00 PM 








MIGHTY JOE YOUNG (PG) Sat Sun Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 1:10 4:10 7:00 9:40 Fri 4:110 7:00 9:40 PM 
YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) SAT SUN MON TUE 

WED THU 1:20 4:20 7:30 10:20 FRI 4:20 7:30 10:20 


PM 

STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) SAT SUN 
MON TUE WED THU 1:00 4:30 7:10 10:00 FRI 4:30 7:10 
10:00 PM, 

A BUGS LIFE (G) SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 
1:15-2:30 4:45 7:15 9:30 FRI 2:30 4:45 7:15 9:30 PM, 
THE RUGRATS MOVIE (G) Sat Sun Mon Tue 
Wed Thu 12:00 PH 

STAR TREK:INSURRECTION (PG) 8:00 Late Show 
10:30 PI, 

JACK FROST (PG) 2:45 5:00 PM 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (4A) Coarse 
Language, violent scenes. 

SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 12:50 3:50 7:20 10:10 FRI 
3:50 7:20 10:10 PM 

THE WATERBOY (PG) 9:50 PH Coarse 
language. 

A BUGS LIFE (G) SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU 
12:45 3:00 5:15 7:45 FRI 3:00 5:15 7:45 9:50 PM 
PRINCE OF EGYPT (PG) SAT SUN MON TUE 


WED THU. 1:30-4:00 6:45 9:15 Fri 4:00 6:45 9:15 PM. 
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130 AVE.-50TH STREET 


472-9779 


Showtimes effective FRI, DECEMBER 25 - THU DECEMBER 31, 1998. 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25 doors open at 2 50 pm. Doors open Boxing Day to New Years Eve at 10:45 am. 


A NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY PG 
(Ultra Stereo)Not suitable for younger children 
Dec. 25: 3:30 5:30 7:30 9-30 PM 

Daily 11:30 AM 1:30 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:30 PM 
ANTZ G 
(SDDS Digital) 

Dec. 25: 3:10 5:20 7:20 9:25 PM 

Daily 11:00 AM 1:05 3:10 5:20 7:20 9:25 PM 
BLADE 18A 
{Ultra Stereo)Gory violence. 

Dec. 25: 4:40 7:15 9:55 PM 

Daily 11:10 AM 1:55 4:40 7:15 9:55 PM 

I'LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS PG 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Dec, 25: 4:50 7:05 9:15 PM. Daily (2:30 2:40 
4:50 7:05 9:15 PM. 

PRACTICAL MAGIC PG 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Dec. 25: 5:10 7:40 10:10 PM 

Daily 12:10 2:40 5:10 7:40 10:10 PM 

RONIN 4A 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Dec, 25: 5:10 7:55 10:35 PM. 

Daily 2:30 5:10 7:55 10:35 PM. Violent scenes, 
RUSH HOUR PG 
(SDDS Digital) Violent scenes and coarse language. 
Dec. 25:3305 5:207;45 10:00 PH. 

Daily 12,50 3:05 5;207-45 10:00 PM, 


SEIGE 14A 
(SDDS Digital) 

Violent scenes. 

Dec. 25; 4:30 7:10 9:45 PM 

Daily [1:25 AM 1:55 4:30 710 9:45 PM 
SNAKE EYES 14a 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Dec. 25; 4:55 7:20 9:40 PM. 

Daily 12:00 2:25 4:55 7:20 9:40 PM 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY I4A 
ee Stereo) 

‘oarse Language. 

Dec, 25: $:05 7:45 10:25 PM 

Daily 11:45 AM 2:25 5:05 7:45 10:25 PM 
URBAN LEGEND PG 
(Ultra Stereo) Gory violence. 

Dec. 25: 3:10 sb 7:35 9:50 PM 
Daily 12:40 3:10 5:25 7:35 9:50 PM, 
WHAT DREAMS MAY COME PG 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Coarse Language 

Dec. 25: 5:05 7:35 10:05 PM. 

Daily 11:55 AM 2:20 5:05 7:35 10:05 PM 
WIZARD OF OZ G 
(Ultra Stereo) 

Daily 12:10 PM. 

check out our w 


WWW.CINEMARK. 





CINEMA CITY 12 


3633-99 STREET 


463-5481 


Showtimes effective FRI, DECEMBER 25 - THU DECEMBER 31, 1998. 
OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY AT 1:00 PM 


I'LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
PG 


Daily 11:25 AM 1:30 3:30 5:35 7:35 
9:45 Midnight Sat only 11:55 PM. 
PRACTICAL MAGIC PG 
Daily 11:50.AM 2:10 4:30 7:00 9:30 PM 
Midnight Sat only 12:00 


ANTZ G 
Daily 11:35 AM 1:35 3:35 5:30 7:30 
9:40 Midnight Sat only 11:50 PM 
THERE IS SOMETHING iin 


MARY 

Daily 11:20-AM 1:55 4:25 6:55 9:35 
PM Midnight Sat 12:15. 

Coarse language. 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME PG 
Daily 11:45 AM 2:00 4:35 7:05 9:35 
PM Midnight Sat ony 12:05 

Coarse language. 





A NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY PG 
Daily 11:30 AM 1:25 3:20 5:15 7:10 9:20 
Midnight Sat only 11:40 PM . 

Not suitable for younger children, 


SNAKE EYES 

Daily 11:55 AM 2:30 5:00 7:10 9:50 PM 
Midnight Sat 12:10 

BLADE 18A 
Gory Violence. 

Daily 11:40 AM 4:55 10:00 PM 
Midnight Sat only 12:40 

THE MASK OF ZORRO 

Violent Scenes. 

Daily 1:30 6:50 PM 


THE WIZARD OF OZ 
Daily 12:05 2:35 4:50 7:05 9:25 


Midnight Sat only 11:45 PH 


RONIN 

Daily 7:15 9:55 PM 
Midnight Sat only 12:30. 
Violent scenes. 











ABUG'S LIFE For likable lowlife, look 
no further than this second movie 
about creepy crawlies in scant 
weeks—this time from Pixar Anima- 
tion, the makers of Toy Story. Not sur- 
prisingly, the computer animation is 
spectacular in this film about a friend- 
ly ant colony threatened by grasshop- 
pers. The subject material may be sim- 
ilar to Antz, released earlier this year, 
but the story is more kid-friendly and 
sugary, as the hero of the story, Flik 
(Dave Foley), takes it upon himself to 
travel outside the colony to find help 
against the grasshoppers. Flik returns 
with an unemployed troupe of circus 
performers and must rely on his over- 
active imagination to come up with a 
plan to fool the head ‘hopper (Kevin 
Spacey). Phyllis Diller, Jonathon Harris, 
Julia Louis-Dreyfuss and the late 
Roddy McDowell are among those 
who lend their famous voices to this 
sweet and clever bug story. OOOO 


JACK FROST Michael Keaton plays 
Jack Frost, a musician whose road gigs 
prevented him from being the father 
he should be in this by-the-book holi- 
day movie. Jack is killed in a car acci- 
dent, but one year later, he gets a sec- 
ond chance to be the dad his young 
son (Joseph Cross) always dreamed of 
having when he magically returns in 
the form of a walking, talking snow- 
man. Sentimental and silly, it's bound 
to be a favourite of kids while still 
being hip enough to entertain teens. 
Kelly Preston plays Keaton’s widowed 
wife and a number of musicians, 
including Dweezil Zappa and Henry 
Rollins, make cameos, OOO 


PATCH ADAMS Depending on your 
taste, Robin Williams's trademark 
manic humour is either a recipe for 
surefire laughs or surefire stomach 
cramps. | needed Dramamine after 
seeing Williams in the role of real-life 
doctor Hunter “Patch” Adams, recy- 
cling his 20-year-old comedy bits and 
turning on the waterworks in one of 
his most saccharine performances 
ever. A somewhat long-in-the-tooth 
medical student in the '70s, Patch dis- 
covers his gift for connecting with his 
patients and fights the medical estab- 
lishment to allow him to continue 


Vue Movies 


‘Sat 


practising his unorthodox brand of 
medicine. Williams's stunts lost their 
appeal and originality years ago; his 
cloying, lengthy, melodramatic speech- 
es about the virtues of healing the 
soul of the patient and not just the 
body may well cause an epidemic of 
nausea among the audience. OO 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT Dreamworks 
Pictures, led by the all-powerful Steven 
Spielberg, David Geffen and Jeffrey 
Katzenberg, have a lot riding on this 
reportedly $100-million animated epic. 
The Prince of Egypt is not aimed at kids, 
and has zero merchandising opportuni- 
ties (unless a “let my people go” Happy 
Meal piques your interest). Dream- 
works was determined to remain true 
to the essence of the Biblical story, and 
although they've whittled it down to 90 
minutes, they succeed. Val Kilmer heads 
the film's list of well-known voices as 
Moses, a Hebrew baby found by the 
Queen of Egypt and raised as her own 
until the lad stumbles onto the truth.At 
God's command, Moses eventually 
opposes his brother, the pharaoh Rame- 
ses (voiced by Ralph Fiennes). Charac- 
ters burst into song, but the music actu- 
ally propels the story and doesn't seem 
like a soundtrack-filling afterthought. 
The animation is beyond description 
and the respect the film shows for the 
story whets one’s appetite for the real 
thing... or at least for DeMille’s The Ten 
Commandments. OOOO 


PSYCHO Director Gus Van Sant is a 
brave man indeed, taking on the remake 
of one of the most analyzed, imitated 
and inspirational thrillers of all time. He 
covers his bases, though, by not trying 
to improve upon or even tamper with 
Hitchcock's 1960 classic. With the 
exception of colour (and even that has 
a bleached, pale look), the script and 
scene set-ups are virtually identical to 
the original. However, the dialogue has a 
dated feel to it and the pacing, painfully 
tense in 1960, is awkward in 1998.Anne 
Heche plays the part of Marion Crane, 
the unfortunate shower victim made 
famous by Janet Leigh in the original, 
and Vince Vaughn is the oedipal Norman 
Bates, proprietor of the Bates Motel 
where all the grisly action takes place. 
Tony Perkins's place in history as the 


world’s most menacing bellboy is intact, 
although Vaughn's work is certainly 
creepy. The well-known shower scene is 
given a slightly more gruesome take, 
but everything from the soundtrack to 
the brilliant editing is just as Hitch first 
approached it Audiences used to Psycho 
offspring like Scream may find the ten- 
sion nearly unbearable and, conse- 
quently, more frightening than recent 
horror flicks where a release is given to 
the audience every !0 minutes. There 
are really only three scenes that qualify 
as terrifying, but those unfamiliar with 
the original should find them sufficient. 
Still, this is more of a curiosity as much 
as anything, and proof positive that it 
was done right the first time—and 
should have been left alone. OO¢ 


STAR TREK: INSURRECTION Star 
Trek continues to boldly go where 
few franchises have gone before 
with their ninth feature film instal- 
ment—the second without Captain 
Kirk, Spock or Scotty beaming 
somebody up. Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard (Patrick Stewart) and the rest 
of the Enterprise crew come to the 
aid of the Ba’ku, an ancient race of 
people who have shunned technolo- 
gy. The Ba’ku’s planet holds the 
secrets to eternal youth, coveted by 
the Son'a, a decaying race of people 
in desperate need of some facelifts. 
Oscar-winning actor F. Murray Abra- 
ham is barely recognizable as Ru’afo, 
leader of the Son'a and orchestrator 
of the plan to destroy the Ba’ku’s 
home. The regenerative effects of 
the planet adds a little spice to the 
crew of the Enterprise, too—expect 
hormone levels to rise, romance to 
blossom and a plucky Picard to defy 
Star Fleet Command for the love a 
Ba’ku woman. Jonathan Frakes, who 
plays Commander Riker, takes the 
director's chair once again, as he did 
in the last movie, First Contact. He 
knits a nifty story together and even 
pushes the characters into brave 
new worlds. The special effects are 
toned down, but not at the expense 
of the several obligatory space bat- 
tle scenes. This is a lighter Star Trek 
movie that takes itself less seriously 
than previous efforts—it isn't clut- 
tered by a lot of subplots and extra- 
neous characters. | suppose | could 
use the word “predictable,” but 
“comfortable” is a better descrip- 
tion. It’s lean and streamlined, hitting 
warp speed quickly—and it stays 
there, OOOO 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL Tom Hanks and 
Meg Ryan are reunited in a movie that 
may make you yearn for Sleepless in 
Seattle, or perhaps just for a good nap. 
The only good thing about this snoozy 
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remake of 1940's The Shop Around the 
Corner is the reliable chemistry 
between the two leads, Hanks is the 
owner of a mega-discount bookstore 
ready to crush his outgunned compe- 
tition, the tiny neighbourhood book- 
shop run by Ryan. In business, they're 
enemies, but in an Internet chat room, 
they've unwittingly become online 
lovers. Pretentious, forced dialogue 
and a snail-mail pace dooms this. sappy 
computer comedy from Sleepless in 
Seattle writer/director Nora Ephron.A 
cast that includes Parker Posey, Jean 
Stapleton, Greg Kinnear and Dabney 
Coleman only adds to the clutter. OO 


VUE Ratings 


Awful 
Bad 
Poor 
Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 


His. 


Todd James hosts A Minute at 
the Movies, on ITV News Thurs- 


days at 5:30 p.m. Also catch 
Todd daily on Mix 96 FM. 





‘CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


TALKING MOVIE 
LISTINGS 
444-5468 


PATCH ADAMS 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:10 7:10 9:50 PM. Daily 1:30 4:10 7:10 9:50 
PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. Coarse language 
STEPMOM PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 3:30 6:40 9:20 PM. Daily 12:40 3:30 6:40 
9:20 PH. Coarse language. Presented in Digital Theatre 
Sound. 
PRINCE OF EGYPT PG 
Fri, Dec. 25:4:50 7:00 9:10 PM. Daily 12:30 2:40 4:50 
7:00 9:10 PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. No 
passes. 
THE FACULTY 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: $:10 7:40 10:00 PM. Daily 12:50 3:00 5:10 
7:40 10:00 PM. Coarse language, gory violence. Presented 
in Digital Theatre Sound. 
JACK FROST PG 
Fri, Dec, 25: 3:40 PM. Daily 1:20 3:40 PM. 
PSYCHO 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25:7:30 PM. Daily 7:30 PM. Violent Scenes 
AMERICAN HISTORY X 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:40 PM. Daily 9:40 PM. Brutal Violence 
Coarse language throughout. 
ENEMY OF THE STATE 14a 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:00 6:50 9:30 PM. Daily 1:10 4:00 6:50 9:30 
PM. Coarse language, violent scenes. Presented in Digital 
Theatre Sound. 
A BUG'S LIFE ¢ 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:20 6:20 8:50 PM. Daily 12:20 2:20 420 
6:20 8:50 PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 3:50 6:30 9:00 PM. Daily 1:00 3:50 6:30 
9:00 PM 
YOU'VE GOT MAIL PG 
Fri, Dec, 25: 4:10 7:20 10:05 PM. Daily 1:20 4:10 7:20 
10:05 PM, 

452-7343 & 
PRINCE OF EGYPT 
Fri, Dec. 25: 7:00 9:15 PM. Daily 12:30 7:00 9:15 Mat Fri 
Sat Sun 2:40 4:50 PM. No passes 
STEPMOM PG 
Fri, Dec. 25; 6:45 9:30 PM Daily 1:00 6:45 9:30 Mat Fri 
Sat Sun 2:40 4:50 PM. Coarse language. Presented in 
Digital Theatre Sound 
THE FACULTY 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 7:30 10:00 PM. Daily 12:45 7:30 10:00 Mat 
Fri Sat Sun 3:00 6:10 PH. Coarse language, gory violence. 
PATCH ADAMS PG 
Fri, Dec, 25: 7:15 9:45 PM. Daily 1:15 7:15 9:45 Mat Fri 
Sat Sun 4:30 PM. Coarse language. Presented in Digital 


Theatre Sound. No Passes. 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 
JACK FROST PG 


4211-137 Avenue * 472-0600 
Fri, Dec, 25: 4:40 7:50 PM. Daily 2:00 4:40 7:50 PM 
PSYCHO 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:55 PMDaily 9:55 PM. Violent scenes. 
STAR TREK 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:30 7:40 10:00 PM. Daily 1:30 4:30 7:40 
10:00 PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
PRINCE OF EGYPT PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:20 4:50 6:30 7:10 9:20 PM. Daily 12:30 
1:50 2:40 4:20 4:50 6:30 7:10 9:20 PH, Presented in 
Digital Theatre Sound. No Passes. 
WATERBOY PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:00 PM. Daily 9:00 PH. Coarse language 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
MIGHTY JOE YOUNG PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:10 6:40 9:10 PM, Daily 1:40 4:10 6:40 9:10 
PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
A BUG'S LIFE G 
Fri, Dec. 25; 6:00 7:30 9:30 PM. Daily 12:40 2-50 5:00 
7:30 9:30 PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
YOU'VE GOT MAIL PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 3:40 7:F20 9:45 PM. Daily 1:00 3:40 7:20 
9:45 PM, Presented in Digital Theatre Sound, 
THE FACULTY 14a 

i 8:00 10:10 PM. Daily 12:50 3:30 

10 PM. Coarse language, gory violence. 

Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
PATCH ADAMS 
Fri, Dec. 25: 3:50 6:50 9:50 PM. Daily 1:10 3:50 6: 
9:50 PH. No passes. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 
Coarse language. 
STEPMOM PG 
Eri, Dec. 25: 4:00 7:00 9:40 PM. Daily 1:20 4:00 7:00 9:40 
PH. Coarse language. 
Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 


WEST MALL 8 
Mall 


PRINCE OF EGYPT 
Fri, Dec, 25: 4:50 5:10 6: 
Daily 12:30 12:50 1 

Ho Neale 9:20 9:40 PH, 


6S 


CINEMA GUIDE _Z 


PATCH ADAMS PG 
00 4:30 6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 PM. Daily 

© 1:00 1:40 4:30 ©6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 

Coarse language. * Presented in 

passes 

THE FACUL 

Fri, Dee 

7:40 10 

language, gory violence 

STEPMOM PG 

Fri, Dec. 25: 4;10 7:00 9:50 PM. Daily 1:10 4:10 7:00 9:50 

PM. Coarse language. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound. 

BABE, PIG IN THE CITY ¢ 

Fri, Dec. 25: 4:20 PM. Daily 1:20 4:20 PM, 

PSYCHO 14a 

Fri, Dec. 25: 6:30 9:10 PM. Daily 6:30 9:10PM. Violent 

cenes. 


WHITEMUD CROSSING & 


4211-106 Sheet + 434-3098 


ELIZABETH 14a 
Fri, Dec. 25: 3:50 8:30 PH. Daily 1:10 3:50 6:30 PM. 
Violent and gory scenes. 
PSYCHO 14a 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:20 PM. Daily 9:20 PM. Violent scenes 
THE FACULTY 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 4:50 7:10 9:50 PM. Daily 12:15 * 12:40 2:30 
2:55 4:50 #5215 7:10 7:40 9:50 * 10:20 PM, Coarse 
language, gory violence. * Presented in Digital Theatre 
Sound 
PATCH ADAMS 

Fri, Dec. 25: 3:30 4:107 D 
(2:50 =3:304 9:40 10:10 PM. M 
passes. * Presented in Digi ital Theatre’ Sound. Coarse 
language. 
BABE, PIG IN THE CITY G 
Daily 1:30 PM. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
STEPMOM PG 
Fri, Dec. 25; 3:10 4:00 6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 PM. Daily 
12:30 1:20 3:10 4:00 6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 PM. Coarse 
language. Presented in Digital Theatre Sound 
LIFE iS BEAUTIFUL PG 
ri, Dec. 25: 3:40 6:40 9:10 PM. Daily 1:00 3:40 6:40 
9:10 PM 

VILLAGE TREE MALL 

Gervais Rd. & St. Albert Trail 

St. Albert * 459-212 

TAR TREK 

Fri, Dec. 25; 7:20 9:50 PH. 

Daily 1:50 4:00 7:20 9:50 PM 

A BUG'S LIFE 

Fri, Dec. 25: 7:00 9:00 PM. 

Daily 12:30 2:40 4:50 7:00 9:00 PM. 

HOME FRIES 

Fri, Dec. 25: 7:50 9:55 PM. 

Daily 1:40 4:20 7-50 9:55 PM. 

BABE, PIG IN THE CITY 

Fri, Dec. 25: 7:30 9:40 PM, 

Daily 1:20 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:40 PM, 

PATCH ADAMS 

Fri, Dec. 25: 6.30 9:10 PM 

Daily 1:10 3:40 6:30 9:10 PM 

No passes. Coarse language 

JACK FROST 

Fri, Dec. 25: 7:40 9:45 PM. 

Daily 12:40 3:00 5:00 7:40 9:45 PM, 

RUGRATS 

Fri, Dec. 25: 7:10 8:50 PM. 

Daily 12:50 2:50 4:35 7:10 8:50 PM, 
PLEASANTVILLE 

Fri, Dec. 25: 6:35 9:25 PM. 

Daily 12:35 3:20 6:35 9:25 PM 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL 

fri, Dec. 25: 6:50 9:20 PM 

Daily 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:20 PM 


CINEMAS 6 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
PHASE |, ENTRANCE 44 


SOMETHING ABOUT MARY 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 6:30, 9:05 PM. Daily 1:15 3:45 6:30 
9:05 PM. Coarse language 

WIZARD OF OZ G 
Daily 1:45 4:35 PM. 

PRACTICAL MAGIC PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 7:00, 9:20 PM. Daily 7:00 9:20 PM 
I'LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 6:45 PM. Daily 12:30 2:30 4:20 6:45 
PH. 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 8:45 PM. Daily 8:45 PM, Violent 
scenes. 

NIGHT AT THE ROXBURY PG 
Fri, Dec. 25: 7:45 PM. Daily 1:45 7:45 PH. Not 
suitable for young children 

URBAN LEGEND 4A 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:35 PM. Daily 3:30 9:35 PM. Gory 
violence. 

ANTZ G 
Fri, Dec. 25: 715 PM. Daily 12:45 2:45 4:50 7:15 
PH. 

SNAKE EYES WA 
Fri, Dec. 25: 9:50 PM. Daily 9:50 PH. 


RUSH HOUR 
fri, as 15; 730 10:05 PM, Daily 1:30.4:05 7330 
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BREW PUBS 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482-4677) 
Extensive menu selection, 14 different 
types of beer brewed on site. brewery 
tours available. $$ 


Up to $10 per* 
$$  $10-20 per 
$$$  $20-30 per 

$$$$ 30 per&up 


* Price per person, before tax & tip 








—— CAFES 
ALTERNATIVE Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 


Building, 211, 10130 - 103 St., 944- 
9693) Designer sandwiches, latte, cap- 
puccino, great coffee, & fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Cafe on Whyte (10460 - 
82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for breakfast, 
lunch, or for a latte or cappuccino after 
a night out. We have catering and a deli 
available. Check out our patio for the 
hot summer days. $ 

Breadstick Cafe (10159 - Whyte Ave., 
448-5998) Open 24 hours. Licensed. 
Catering. $ 

Cafe La Gare (8104-103 St., 433-5138) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a winning 
medley of culinary delights including veg- 


Badass Jack’s (8621-109 St., 4204-137 
Ave., 4211-106 St.) Edmonton's first and 
original Californian wraps. A fresh and 
healthy alternative, featuring fresh 
baked bread, carved off the roast subs, 
and homemade side dishes. (open ‘til 12 
am on weekends) $ 


Ber-zerk (8128 - 103 St., 431-9864) 
Bigger scoops + low prices = A Big Hit! 
36 flavours (ice cream, frozen yogurts, 
sorbets & sherbets). We serve milk 
shakes, floats, home-made waffle cones, 
‘squishies’ (aka slurpees), etc. $ 


Le Brasserie (10332 Whyte Ave., 434- 
6597) Now providing the freshest burg- 
ers, tantalizing chicken burgers and 
homemade pizza, pitchers of beer, and 
Italian pastries. Come in and check out 
our friendly atmosphere with friendly 
staff. $ 


Cafe Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 433- 
9702) A wide variety of home-made, 
healthy meals, featuring many selections 
for vegetarians. Live music on Wednes- 
days. $ 

Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432- 
0968) 50’s diner with an abundance of 
memorabilia, a jukebox playing 50's 
music and a great variety of food. $-$$ 


wiches, and fresh baked goods. (10308A- 
81 Ave., 439-2969) Smoking. Just two 
doors down, with a style of its own! $ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., 
Palisades Square, 457-0709) Friendly 
staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace, 
loveseat groupings. Light breakfast, 
lunch or night-time snack. Specialty and 
European coffees, fully licensed. Cater- 
ing and take-out available. $ 


C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 
439-8609) Great food, cozy atmosphere 
in the Old Post Office Building. Light 
lunches, salads, vegetarian fare, special- 
ty coffee, delicious desserts, muffins and 
other baked goods, all homemade. “It’s 
all in the name”. $ 


The Commissary (11750 - Jasper Ave., 
488-9019) A large selection of fresh sand- 
wiches, salads, soups, casseroles and 
desserts, to stay or to go. Coffee, catering 
and weekend brunch. Fast, friendly service 
in a casual atmosphere. $ 


——_ 
BAKERIES 


—_—_—_—_—_—_ 
Mr. Samosa (9630 - 142 St., 451-5687) 
A creative East Indian snack shop known 
for their samosas. The bakery specializes 
in chevro, ghantia, samosas, nan and 
rottie. Indian sweet maker. 

Skopek’s Bake Shop (10115 - 104 St., 
425-9706) High on taste, high on life. 
Come ganache your teeth. Open 8 am - 5 
pm Mon.-Fri. 





Rig Daddy’s offers a full lunch and dinner 








atohere the big Bays (and Gide) play. 
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Foundation.’Millenium 

One” features cocktails, a su 
tious six-course dinner catere: 
the Westin, party favours ar 
dancing to the Kir Kat Club. 
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THE CHRISTMAS BUREAU 
$8,000 RIGHER TODAY THANKS 
TO THE EFFORTS OF THE SOR- 
RENTINO'S RESTAURANT 
GROUP and their “Turn The 
Tables On Your Boss” promotion. 
At various Sorrentino’s (Sorrenti- 
no’ses?) throughout the city, gu 
bartenders served the drinks, all 
tips went to the Christmas 
Bureau—and everyone went 
home happy. : 


Q0 0 = 


THERE ARE NUMEROUS BOXES 
FOR FOOD BANK DONA- 
TIONS LOCATED THROUGH- 
OUT THE CITY. Please remember 
to deposit a non-perishable food 
item to help ensure no one goes 
hungry this Christmas, 


90090 


Information for Quick Bites is wet 
come. fust fax us at 426-2889 or e- 
mail us at quickbites@vue.ab.co. 






















specialty coffee, cappuccino, latte. Eat 
in or take home. Corporate or private 
catering available. $ 

————__ 


CAJUN 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 
460-8772) Worth the drive to sample 
some of the best Jambalaya and Gumbo 
in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548 - 82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320 - 111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cooking 
from the Bayou & great atmosphere. $$ 


— 
CANADIAN 


Applebee’s (13006 - 50 St., 475-6100 & 
10338 - 109 St., 421-1600) Their 
diverse, 60 item menu is revised twice a 
year and is tailored to local tastes. 
Appeals to all ages. $$ 


Barb & Ernie’s (9906 - 72 Ave., 433- 
3242) One of the best mom & pop oper- 
ations in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505 - 82 Ave., 
432-0335) Rack ‘em up and chow down, 
with heaps of burgers & mugs of ale. $ 


Bones ( 10220 - 103 St., 421 - 4747) 
Known as the place for ribs - on the 
Boardwalk. $$ i 


David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468 - 1167 ) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on 
the south of the town. $$ 


Franklin’s Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467-1234) 
All day breakfast and a great selection of 
all your favourites. Featuring our carved 
roast beef buffet Friday nights and our 
$8.95 Sunday Brunch buffet! Open at 5 
am Mon-Fri., 6 am Sat-Sun. $-$$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill ( 
10242 - 106 St., 423 - 5014) The best 
home made burgers with daily lunch spe- 
cials at student - friendly prices. $ 

The Grinder ( 10957 - 124 St., 453 - 
1709 ) For a casual fine dinning experi- 
ence we've been one of Edmonton's 
favou ite restaurants for over 17 years. 
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Restaurants 


$ Up to $10 per* 


$$  $10-20 per 
$$$  $20-30 per 


$$$$ 30 per & up 
* Price per person, before tax & tip 


$$$ 


High Level Diner ( 10912 - 88 Ave., 
433- -0993 ) Wholesome and health 
conscious - Known for their tasty hum- 
mous and veggie burgers. $$ 


Insomnia Pub ( 5552 - Calgary Trail 
South, 414 - 1743) A new, cool place 
for the new, cool generation. Great 
food, great atmosphere, awesome prices. 
$ 


Iron Horse Eatery & Watering Hole ( 
8101 - 103 St., 438 - 1907.) Canadian 
cuisine with influences from around the 
world. Largest patio on Whyte Ave. Per- 
fect for afternoon or late night gather- 
ings. 

Keegan's ( 8709 - 109 St., 439 - 8934 ) 
At any hour, the last word in Huevos 
Rancheros. $ 


Larry's Cafe ( 6, 10015 - 82 Ave., 414 - 
6040 ) Best breakfasts and lunches on 
the south side. Cheep prices! $ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe ( 12606 - 118 Ave., 
452 - 9429 ) Edmonton's best keep 
secret on the north side. Featuring all 
home - made meals. Specializing in tra- 
ditional English high tea and gourmet 
evening meals. $$ 


The Raven ( 10338 - 81 Ave., 431 - 1193 
) An eclectic selection of “wood fired 
food” featuring Old Strathcona’s best 
steaks and oven roasted chicken. Don’t 
forget to try our new baked oysters. See 
_you soon. $ 


Rosie’s Bar and Grill ( 10604 - 101 St., 
432 - 3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensi- 
ble home cooking without the frills. $ 


The Sidetrack Cafe ( 10333 - 112 St., 
453 - 1326 ) Whether you like succulent 
steak, decadent eggs Benedict in the 
morning or late night chicken wings, 
The Sidetrack Cafe's kitchen will do it for 
you. $-$$ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 221, 
Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922-6963.) 
Country fresh foods for lunch, dinners or 
breakfast. antiques, local arts and crafts 
anad unique gifts to browse around. 
Mystery dinners held monthly. Breakfast 
& lunch $; dinner $-$$ 


Timothy's (10250-102 Ave., 3rd Floor 
Eaton's, 493-7456) Great hot meal selec- 
tion daily. Fast food items, salad bar, 
made to order. Pastas, bakery items & 
much more. Plus a frequent diner pro- 
gram. $ 


Turtle Creek Cafe (8404-109 St., 433- 
4202) Continental-style bistro with good 
variety of dishes + pizza, stir-fries, pasta 
and more. $$ 

Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 Ave., 
432-0480) Over 17 years of operating a 
fine dining establishment in a newly 
renovated building. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge For lunch, dinner or late 
night fare, experience wholesome home- 
made 1/2 pound burgers, healthy 
gourmet salads, or a generous portion of 
seafood or pasta. Remarkable service at 
affordable prices in a unique atmos- 
phere. Saturday afternoons enjoy the 
smooth sounds of our Jazz trio while you 
dine. $ 


Von’s Steak and Fish House (10309-81 
Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its best 
and great seafood, too. $$$ 


Zac's Place Cafe and Pub (Fort. 9855-76 
Ave., 439-1901) Featuring their famous 
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ultimate burger and all-day breakfasts. $ 





CHINESE 
Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 424- 
6197) “A Mongolian food experience”. $. 


Man's Cafe (12520-118 Ave., 452-3672) 
A super stop for a variety of tasty treats. 
Make sure to try the Oriental Stir-fry. $$ 





EAST INDIAN 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of this 
world. Designed to capture the excite- 
ment & glamour of India. For an extraor- 
dinary experience, there’s only one 
place. Indian cuisine at its best. 


New Asian Village (10143 
Saskatchewan Dr., 433-3804) Cooking at 
its best from the subcontinent with a 
great panoramic river valley view. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., Canada 
Place (Food Court), 425-0193 or 475- 
0496) Veg & non-veg curries prepared 
with choice herbs, the secret to the 
intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. 
Samosas, koftas, pakodas, biryanis, tan- 
dooris. Catering for all occasions. $ 


EUROPEAN 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 433- 
7432) Enjoy excellent European cuisine 
in an elegant yet comfortable atmos- 
phere. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 10053 
Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique historical 
building. Up-scale regional cuisine with 
a European influence. Full catering and 
banquets. Mon-Sat 8am-11pm, Sun 8am- 
2 pm. $$$ 


GREEK 


— 
Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., next 
to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The most 
authentic Greek food in Edmonton, pre- 
pared by the original Yianni himself. See 
you there! 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek Islands in Edmonton. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444-82 
Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek food, 
belly dancing, and the friendly staff cre- 
ate a fun and boisterous atmosphere 


IRISH PUB 


O'Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616 - Whyte Ave. 
414-6766) We serve a variety of pub 
food, all hand-made with care and pride. 
From our homemade fish ‘n’ chips to our 
near famous Irish breakfast. Our menu 
changes daily, so please come in & 
indulge in the experience. $-$$ 


ITALIAN 


Bruno's Italian Restaurant (9914-89 
Ave., 433-8161) Quiet, family-style din- 
ing and one of Edmonton’s best kept 
secrets. $$ 


Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice back- 
drop in establishment offering the best 
pasta selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restaurant 
off campus. $ 


Frank's Place - Pacific Fish (10020-101 
A Ave., 422-0282) Situated 1/2 a block 
from Churchill Square and Summer Festi- 
val Fun!! An extensive Italian and 
seafood menu, friendly efficient service, 
and generous portions ensure a return 
visit. $ -$$$ 

Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song - 
featuring Giovanni himself when he 


488-1553 
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breaks into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


It Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with fresh 
imaginative dishes. $$$ 


Rigoletto’s Cafe (10044-101A Ave., 
429-0701) Italian/continental spot on 
Rice Howard Way - lunch, dinner or late 
snacks. $$ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983 & 
10310-103 St., 424-8657) Real food, 
real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations. $ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) 
In the heart of Little Italy, serves deli- 
Cious authentic Italian fare. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (10612-82 
Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) 
Authentic Italian cooking. Tantalizing 
appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220-103 
St., 422-6088) Heaping piates of 
spaghetti served with their patented 
thick, tasty sauce. $$ 


Tony Roma’s (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971)( Great barbecue chicken and ribs 
with lots of food on your plate. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st (10117 -101 St., 425- 
6151) Humble Artsy hang-out with 
appetizing combinations of soup, sand- 
wiches and pasta. § 


JAPANESE 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) 
Cozy Restaurant featuring a choice 
selection of meals from the Land of the 
Rising Sun. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) The 
oldest Japanese restaurant in Edmonton 
for a good reason. $ 

Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) Good 
affordable sushi and other authentic 
specialities on Whyte Ave. 





MEXICAN 


Julio”s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431- 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy neigh- 
bourhood, perfect for your next fiesta. $ 


Lone Star Cafe (11811 Jasper Ave., 488- 
4330) Canada’s only authentic Texas 
Restaurant. $$ 


PASTRY SHOP 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 
9312) Quality french breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
an specialty coffee. $ 





PIZZA 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433- 
3865) Neatly tucked away on Whyte, 
offers tasty slices every time. Best Pizza 
Edmonton Journal, 1996, 97; Edmonton 
Journal 4-star rating. Take advantage of 
their free delivery. $$ 


Miami Pizza (84240198 St., 433-0723) 
Edmonton’s famous pizza since 1985, 
offers tasty home-made pizza. Dine in, 
free delivery. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s 
Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park. 
467-1234) “More than worth the trip.” 
Sherwood Park's best pizza for over 15 
years. Unbelievable daily specials to 
complement our full menu! $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433-5205) 
World famous pizza since 1970. Made 
with fresh ingredients and no preserva- 
tives. Try our Popeye, it’s our speciality. 
We also offer small dishes for individu- 
als. $ 


THAI 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand's distinct authentic 
cuisine of the new stylish restaurant in 
downtown Edmonton has already been 
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By JENNIFER COCKRALL-KING 
SO YOU DIDN’T give much 
thought past December 25 this 
year and it seems as though every- 
one has plans for New 
Year's Eve except your- 
self? Well, you're not 
alone. it may drive 
restaurateurs crazy, but most peo- 
ple don’t make New Year's Eve 
reservations more than a few days 
in advance.As a result, a lot of good 
restaurants still have room avail- 
able. But here's the bad news: next 
to Valentine’s Day, New Year's Eve is 
the busiest night of the year. So if 
you keep procrastinating until 
December 30 or 31, don’t be sur- 
prised if the person on the other 
end of the phone isn’t too sympa- 
thetic to the news that you told 
your girlfriend that you made 
reservations weeks ago. 

Earlier this week, | phoned 
around town to see who still had 
room and interesting menus for 
New Year's Eve dinner. 

All of my top picks in the fine- 
dining category had reservations 
available, Hardware Grill has a five- 
course set menu for $75. Payment 
is required on booking, and there is 
no time limit on the table, 
Unheardof has a $55 per person 
$et menu with a 2.5-hour time 
limit. They will also be completely 
smoke-free that evening. Jack's Grill 
is running their regular menu, along 
with some special features. La 
Ronde is completely booked for 
their New Year's Gala menu, How- 
ever, you can make reservations 
early in the evening for their regu- 
lar menu and features from their 
gala menu. Michelle DeLand of 





compared with international standards 
by local and international visitors alike. 
1lam-10pm Mon-Fri; 4pm-10pm Sat- 
Sun. $$$ 

The King and I (8208-107 St., 433- 
2222) The King is back! Amazing selec- 
tion of dishes - spicy and flavourful. 


Good enough for the Rolling Stones. $$$ 


Krua Wilai Thai Restaurant (Sterling 
PL, 9940-106 St., 424-8303) Our cooks 
from Bangkok offer you the best and 


hooze of the week 
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this Spanish Cava is one of the most 
reliable and popular sparkling wines 
available. Light and dry, it has great 
bubbles that last much longer than 
many true Champagnes. Very afford- 
able-and perfect with turkey. 
Around $10.59, 













River City Grill will create special 
features for New Year's Eve along 
with her regular menu, There is no 
time limit on the tables; it’s just 
business as usual. 

In the mid-price cat- 
egory, most of the 
restaurants | called 
(such as The King and I, 
Mikado and The Creperie) are 
going with their regular menu with 
a few exceptions. The Manor Café 
has a set menu for $50 per person. 
Café de Ville will have a choice of 
their regular menu or a five-course 
menu for $48. You can also mix and 
match items from their set and reg- 
ular menus, Bridges wasn’t even 
taking reservations yet when | 
called them, because their menu 
was still in she works—perfect for 
us last-minute planners. 


No Irish famine here 


if the sit-down dining thing doesn’t 
appeal to you, you can still get 
some great food. For $30, 
O'Byrne’s is putting on a tradition- 
al Irish buffet of salmon, potatoes, 
roast beef and mussels. Live enter- 
tainment and a champagne toast 
are included in the price, 

The point to remember is this: 
if youre going out for dinner on 
New Year's Eve, make a reserva- 
tion. Ask if there's a time limit for 
your table so you don’t get your 
bill dropped off halfway through 
your main course. Also, if you can't 
make your reservation, phone to 
cancel it. Restaurateurs have excel- 
lent memories, and not showing up 
for your reservation on New Year's 
Eve will certainly leave a lasting 
impression on them. 





most authentic Thai food in Edmonton. 
Vegetarian menu available. 


UKRAINIAN 


Pyrogy House (12510-118 St., 454- 
7880) Pyrogies and cabbage rolls - just 
like Baba used to make. $ 








VIETNAMESE 
Bach Dang (7808-104 St., 448-0288) 
Vietnamese Noodle House. $ 


Oriental Noodle House (10718-101 St., 
448-5068) Authentic Vietnamese food in 
a family-oriented environment. $ 





Tea, Wine &» 
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$10 AT THE DOOR 


FIRST COME FIRST SERVED - NO ADVANCE 


REBAR 10551 WHYTE AVE, INFO 433-3600 
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AREA 51 11725b Jasper Ave., 413-0147. 
FRI 25: Christmas Dance with M.C. 
Spindoctor & guest DJ's. 


BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10112-124 St., 488- 
6636. *Every WED karaoke. *Every SAT 
aft. Pool Tournaments. eEvery TUES 
Buddys Dance Pub. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL 


Downtown Edmonton. 


THU 31: Eaton 
BF conve: Tippy 
aaaes Agogo: TIX AVAILABLE 


H20 LIQUID BAR 10044-82 Ave., 433- 
5794. eEvery FRI-SAT: Maximum R & B 
real R & B/Rock & Roll/Garage and 
related from the 50s to almost recent. 


LUSH 10030A-102 St., 424- 
2851. #Every TUE: Hot-New 
Indie & Alt Rock with DJ 
Pepper. ¢Every WED: Bronx 
Night-Retrobution with DJ 
Hurricane. *Every THU: Mad 
Cow-Bnitish Music with DJ 
Jesse. *Every FRI: In the 
Velvet Underground, 
Funkalicious. *Every SAT: 
Groovy Train. 


THE MARQ 10018-105 St., 
415-5084. eEvery THU: 
Gothic Industrial. ¢Every FRI 
Club Classics. *Every SAT 
Elevate. *Every SUN: Pyjama party. 


MICKEY FINN’S 2nd FL., 10511A-82 Ave., 
439-9852. Everyday ‘til 8 pm: Happy 
Hour. So What art You Waitin’ for? *Every 
SUN: Open Stage Hosted by Everett LaRoi. 
THU. 31: Molly's Reach. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10161-112 
St., 413-4578. Every SUN: Concept, 
Edmonton DJ's. *Every WED: Smirnoff 
Swing Cabaret. eEvery THU: Bad Hair 
Day. SAT 26: Boxing Day: the Las Vegas 
Crypt Keepers, Massive Ferguson. THU 
31: (the big room—the Suburbs): the 
Real Mackenzies, Mad Bomber Society, 
Choke. (In the Small Room): the 
Molestics. 


PAPERBOYS—FISH & CHIPS EGGROLLS & 
ART 9965 Whyte Ave., 431-0865. *Every 
WED: Jazz. 


REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433-3600. *Every 
SUN: DJ Big DaDa, alternative. eEvery 
MON: DJ Chuck Rock, requests. *Every 
TUE: DJ Chuck, rock & DJ Ryan Coke 
punk, rock, ska. *Every WED: DJ Big 
Dada, alternative. *Every THU: Level 1: 
Davey James & Code Red, hardtimes/ 
techno/house; Level 2: Flashback DJ 
Mikee, goodtimes/classics. *Every FRI: 
Level 1: DJ Mikee, techno/rock/alterna- 
tive; Level 2: Davey James & Code Red 
with guests, house/techno. ¢Every SAT: 
Level 1: DJ Mikee, techno/rock/alterna- 
tive etc.; Level 2: DJ: Davey James, the 
After Party. 


REV 10030-102 St., 423-7820. THU 31: 
Hellbound: L.A.M.S., Las Vegas Crypt 
Keepers, Brocken Nose, Dustbowl. 


ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd., 483- 
1100. *WED open stage 8:00 hosted by 
Joe Matal , 905 2005 (Jam night). 


THE ROOST Private Member's Club, 10345- 
104 St., 426-3150. #Every MON: DJ Big 
Daddy. *Every TUE: DJ Bryan the Big 
Mac. #Every WED: DJ Latin Lover. eEvery 
THU: DJ Dark Daddy. *Every FRI: Down- 
DJ Weena Love. ¢Every FRI: Up-DJ Alvaro. 
*Every SAT: Down-DJ. James. *Every 
SAT: Up-DJ Code Red. *Every SUN: DJ 
Who the @*!? is Alice. 


FIRST NIGHT 
BUTTONS AND 





ON THE SQUARE 


COMMUNITY ARTS INFORMATIO 
CENTRE OFFERING AL! 
TICKETMASTER SERVICES, ARTS 
INFORMATION AND 
RUSH (HALF PRICE) TICKETS 
AS AVAILABLE 


IN THE HEART OF THE NEW ARTS DISTRI 
IN CHANCERY HALL, MAIN FLOOR 


INFO: 420-1757/988-3873 


RUSH TIX... 


* Citadel Theatre presents, The Kin; 
and I, held over until Jan 10! Rush TIX 
available for some performances. 


ADVANCE TIX... 


©The Willan Chorale and the Cantus Firmus 
Boys’ Choir present Epiphany, a choral 
concert. Jan. 2, 1999, 7:30 pm at Knox 
Metropolitan United Church. 

* Leave it to Jane Theatre presents 
Wonderful Town. Jan. 8-17 at the 
Kaasa Theatre. 

* FIRST NIGHT BUTTONS AND 
TIX AVAILABLE AT TIX ON THE 
SQUARE. Buttons are $8, TIX are $2. 


TIX On the Square also sells tickets for all 
TicketMaster events. Open dally except 


” a.m-6: ismntat abs 


Listings are FREE. 


Send them by fax to 
426-2889 
or by e-mail to 
listings @vua.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 
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ROSE BOWL DOWNTOWN 10111-117 St., 
482-2589. eEvery SUN: Jam. 


SUBLIME 10147-104 St., Bsmt., 905- 
8024. *Every FRI: DJ Raws. *Every SAT: 
Locks Garant. 


blues & roots 


THE BILLIARD CLUB 200, 10505-82 St. 
Dec. 31: New Yar's Eve Party! Clear Isabel. 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 439-1082. 
Every SAT (3-6 pm): Hair of the Dog. 
SAT 26: Ben Spencer. THU 31: Old Reli- 
able, Shem, DJ Cyber Sonik. SAT 2: Mike 
McDonald. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave., 439- 
5058. ¢Every SAT aft: Blues Jam. SAT 26- 
SUN 27: Tacoy Ryde. MON 28-SAT 2: the 

House of Payne. 


THE BLUZ CAFE 111, 390 St. 
Albert Rd.,. Mission Hills 
Plaza, St. Albert. «Every MON- 
THU: Open Stage. Every SAT 
& SUN afternoon Blues & Jazz 
Bands. 


BREADSTICK CAFE ON WHYTE 
10159-82 Ave., 430-7779. 
eEvery SUN: 2 pm acoustic 
open stage hosted by Drew 
Walker. 


CAPPUCCINO AFFAIR 8 Sioux 
Rd., Sherwood Park. Open 
stage every THU (7:30-11 
We for musicians, comics and poets, 
osted by Ron Taylor. 


CHATEAU BEIRUT 12323 Stony Plain Rd., 
482-5442. #Every SAT: Live Middle East- 
ern Music. 


CITY MEDIA CLUB 6005-103 St., 433- 
5183. eEvery FRI: Dart Night. SAT 26: 
Boxing Day Bash Mike Savada & the Hale 
Boppers, Paul Bromley. 


CLUB MACARENA 10816-95 St., 425- 
5338. eEvery SUN: Jammin’ & Madness 
(Open Jam). 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 103366 Jasper Ave., 
426-7521. *Every WED: DJ Spilt Milk & 
Guests. *Every SUN: Laff City amateur 
Comedy Showcase. 


EDMONTON QUEEN Rafter's Landing, 9734- 
98 Ave., 424-2628. ¢THU-SAT: Dockside 
Entertainment Until Dec. 30 buffet and 
dancing to Darrell Barr & the Rafters. 
Until Dec. 30. 


FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St., 439-9788, 
461-1358. THU 31: New Years Eve Ban- 
quet & Dance (adv. tix only). 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL Downtown Ed- 
BUTTONS 


monton. THU 
Ee: Festival 
e/ Rovers: Banjo x 


Busters. Darrin Hagen. KS 
eCommerce Place Ro- Uh 
tunda (6:45-11:15): La 
Belle Epoche & 
S.M.A.K.! eTucker Am- 
phitheatre, Citadel 
(6:30-11 pm): Miguel Neri..eSociety for 
the Retired & Semi-Retired (7-11:20 
pm): Bounce with Dean McKenzie, Peter 
& Mary. *Winspear Reahearsal Hall: Bill 
Bourne. Lester Quitzau. Maria Dunn. 
Jennifer Gibson. Maren Ord. Westin 
Hotel: Robert Burton Hubele. Twang! 
¢City Hall Amelia Kaminski. eEdmonton 
Centre: Rwenzon. 


FOX & HOUNDS NIGHTCLUB 10125- 
109 St., 423-2913. Every SAT: 
MUSICITY/ALLSTAR Show "Original 
Music Discovery TV Project’. eEvery 
WED: Alternative Night with DJ Wic 
and DJ Fern. 


GOLD BAR COMMUNITY LEAGUE 4620- 
105 Ave., 433-6209. THU 31: New 
Years Eve Dinner & Dance: El Nino, 
D'Arcy Greaves Trio. 


GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 8623-112 
St., 434-0460. eEvery SUN: Acoustic 
Open Stage, host - Paul Levens (7:30- 
11:00). 

INSOMNIA PUB 5552 Calgary Tr. S., 
414-1743. Every FRI: jazz & blues: 
Wide Awake & Dreaming (9pm-1am). 
eEvery SAT: jazz & alternative: The 
Method (9pm-1am). 

JESS LEE'S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. *Every MON- 
SAT: Live Blues/Country During Happy 
Hour. *Every SUN (aft): Blues/Coun- 
try Jam Session. 





* FIRST NIGHT 


AND TIX NOW 
AVAILABLE 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM SUN 27: Can-" 


dlelight Christmas: Terry McDade. 


LA HABANA 10238-104 St., 424-5939. 
Every WED: Latin Dance Lessons. 
eEvery THU: Dance Party. Every FRI 
& SAT: Los Caminantes. FRI 25-SAT 
te & THU 31: Los Caminantes, Jose 

ose. 


LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL Behind Telus 
Field, 421-7577. *Every WED (8 pm): 
Open Stage - hosted by Randy 
Smallman. 


MISTY ON WHYTE 10458B-82 Ave., 
433-3512. *Every MON: Open Stage 
Hosted by Terry. 

O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 Ave., 
414-6766. THU 31: New Year's Eve 
Celtic style: Northwest Passage. 








Blues night. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 421- 
1326. SAT 26: Boxing Day Ska Party: 
JFK & the Conspirators, Mad Bomber 
Society. MON 28: Open Stage hosted 

_ by Mike McDonald. TUE 29: Magilla 
Funk Conduit featuring Brett Miles. 
WED 30: CKUA R & B Nite: the Rault 
Brothers, featuring Deb Williams. THU 
31: New Year's Eve Swing Soiree, the 
Rockin’ Highliners. FRI 1-SAT 2: Eddie 
Shaw & the Wolfgang. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL Downtown Ed- 





monton. THU 
EF: eShaw FIRST NIGHT 
oes BELONG BUTTONS 
entre - Salon 11 & cP 
12: Alberta Opera (QU 


Touring Association. 


AND TIX NOW 
Commerce Place: La qyarLaBLe 
Belle Epoque. 

*Manulife Place: 
Quintessence. 


KNOX METROPOLITAN CHURCH 109 
St. & 83 Ave., 450- 
2428. SAT 2 (7:30 


: é ADVANCE TIX 
pm): Epiphany! Li- 
turgical Music for tix Oy 
a New Age: the 
Willan Chorale and AVAILABLE 
the Cantus Firmus 
Boys’ Choir. 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St. TUE 29 (7:30-pm): 
Recital: Brian McMillan-baritone 
Grant Waeans-accompanist, dona 
tion-food bank. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 481-8021. FRI 
1(2:30 & 8 pm): Salute to Vienna. 


1001 NIGHTS 10018-105 St., 448- 
1001. Every FRI-SAT: R&B, Hip Hop 
Retro with 0J Tech. 


BACK ROOM VODKA BAR 10324-82 
Ave., upstairs. *Every THU: DJ 
Dragon. *Every MON: Live Music. 


BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10116-124 St 
eEvery THU: D.J. Albaro. 


CLUB 2000 10812 Kingsway Ave., 
479-4266. Top 40, dance, techno. 
Every TUE: Ladies Night. eEvery THU 
Game Night. 


THE COCKTAIL CLUB 2940 Calgary 
Trail South, 490-1188. *Every SUN: 
Sunday Night Live! eEvery WED: Fash- 
jon Auction previews. live R & B. 


DEVLINS 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489 
eEvery WED: Martini 101. 


FARGOS 10307-82 Ave., 433-4526. 
eEvery SUN at 8:30 live Yuk Yuk's 
comedy night. 


GALILEO CLUB/RESTAURANT SPORTS 
BAR 10108-149 St., 414-6896. Every 
TUE: DJ Mad Max. Every WED: Karaoke. 


GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 16615- 
109 Ave., 484-0821. eEvery THU- 
SAT: Dan Daniels plays sounds from 
the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s. 


GREENHOUSE 13103 Fort Rd., 472- 
9898. Every WED: Chris Knight from 
Power 92. eEvery THU: Ladies Night. 


THE HIGHRUN 4926-98 Ave., 440- 
2233. Every THU Night Battle of the 
bands. THU 31: New Year's ve Party. 
t he Joint Chiefs. FRI 1-SAT 2: Joint 
Chiefs. 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101-103 St., 438-1907. #Every SUN: 
live music, full menu until close. 
THU 31: New Year's Eve Bash: Godiva. 


JESS LEE’S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. *Every FRI- 
SAT: Singles Night. 


KINGS KNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 
433-2599. eEvery THU: Thursday Nite 
Raw with The Party Hogs showcasing 
Edmonton's New Bands. SAT 26: Usual 
Suspects. THU 31: Joe Rockhead. 


LUSH 10030A-102 St., 424-2851. 
*Every TUE: Hot-New Indie ry: 


Rock with DJ et ees eEve 
Bronx Night-Retrobution with DJ Hur- 
ricane. *Every THU: Mad Cow-British 
Music with DJ Jesse. eEvery FRI: In 
the Velvet Underground Funkalicious. 
Every SAT: Groovy Train. 


THE MARQ 10018-105 St., 415-5084. 
Every THU: Gothic Industrial. Every 
FRI Club Classics. Every SAT Elevate. 
Every SUN: Pyjama party. 


ORLANDO'S LOUNGE 15163-121 St-, 
457-1195. Daily happy hour/food 
specials from 12-7 pm (4-7 pm Sun.) 
Every WED & SUN: Karaoke nights- 
Don't miss the unbeatable specials 
on THU nights including FREE pool! 
Lib 31: Orlando's New Year's Eve 
Bash. 


REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433-3600. 
Every SUN: DJ Big DaDa, alterna- 
tive. eEvery MON: DJ Chuck Rock, 
requests. ®Every TUE: DJ Chuck, rock 

unk, rock, ska- 


_ 4 ; = & DJ. an Co e : 
USES. Cal a MONE, ah Sth Ns 
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James & Code Red, hardtimes/ 
techno/house; Level 2: Flashback DJ 
Mikee, goodtimes/classics. *Every 
FRI: Level 1: DJ Mikee, techno/rock/ 
alternative; Level 2: Davey James & 
Code Red with quests, house/techno. 
eEvery SAT: Level 1: DJ Mikee, 
techno/rock/alternative etc.; Level 
2: DJ: Davey James, the After Party. 


RED'S WEM, 481-6420. *Every SAT: 
Red's Rebels. *Every FRI: Dance Party, 
hosts Kenny-K. *Every TUE: Toonie 
Tuesday. SUN 27: WCW Starrcade. 


THE ROOST Private Member's Club, 
10345-104 St., 426-3150. ¢Every MON: 
DJ Big Daddy. Every TUE: DJ Bryan 
the Big Mac. eEvery WED: DJ Latin 
Lover. *Every THU: DJ Dark Daddy. 
eEvery FRI: Down-DJ Weena Love. 
eEvery FRI: Up-DJ Alvaro. #Every SAT: 
Down-DJ James. eEvery SAT: Up-b3 
Code Red. *Every SUN: DJ Who the 
@*!? is Alice. 

SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 5706-75 St., 413- 
8333. Every Night: Dancing with DJ 
G. 


TIMER'S NIGHTCLUB 12345-118 Ave., 
454-5396. Every SUN, open stage 
*4-9 pm). Club dance following, Jason 
and the Guru, 0J Bobby Breeze. *Every 
FRI & SAT: DJ Bobby Breeze. THU 31: 
Crossroads &DJ Bobby Breeze. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St., 439- 
3388. eEvery WED Jam & Open Stage, 
all styles & musicians welcome. *Every 
THU: Thursday Night Fever. eEvery 
FRI: Serious live music. Every SAT: 
Live Music. (9 pm). SAT 26: DJ Fuzz, 
boxing day blow out. THU 31-SAT 2: 
Mustard Smile. 


THE VAULT 10089 Jasper Ave., 423- 
LOCK. Every THU: Swing night plus 
swing lessons. FRI open at 4 pm. 


THE VIPER ROOM 10148 - 105 St., 420- 
0695. Doors open 9:00 PM; free cover 
before 10:00 PM. eEvery THU: Urban 
Night. Every FRI: Viper Night wel- 
comes UofA and College Students. 
Every SAT Ladies Night. 


WHISKY NIGHTCLUB 10148-105 St., 
420-0695. ¢Every TUES: Comedy Night. 
eEvery THU: Wet T-Shirt Contest. 
Every FRI: R & B Hip Hop. Every SAT: 
Top 40 dance. 


ZONE 10089 Jasper Ave., 426-5535. 


THU 31: New Year's Eve Gala& Grand- 
opening of the Zone. 





DRAKE HOTEL 3945-118 Ave., 479-3929. 


brits who need to work off their 
children’s excess post-Christmas 
energy may want to pack them off 
to the River Valley Centre’s Winter 
Wonderland activity and adventure 
Programs. There are is still one 
event package coming up: Decem- 


ber 29 features candle-making, skat- 
ing and broomball; December 30 is 
a day of chocolate making and 
snowshoeing; and December 31 is a 
New Year's Eve Party. The events 
run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., with qual- 
ity supervision available.from 8 a.m. 





*Every FRI-SAT: Second Chance Band. 
*Every SUN aft: Second Chance Band. 


JESS LEE’S ON JASPER Mayfair, 10815 
Jasper Ave., 414-6211. Every MON-SAT: 
Live Blues/Country During Happy Hour. 
Every SUN aft: Blues/Country Jam Ses- 
sion. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE Phase 
TI WEM, 483-3289. *Every THU: Ladies 
Nights. 


ONE EYED JACKS PUB & GRUB 13042-50 
St. eEvery FRI-SAT live music. 


PONCHO'S PUB 9006-132 Ave., 473-7131. 
Every FRI live music/DJ dance Every 
SAT Karaoke/DJ with Brenda. 


RUNDLE PARK Shuttle bus between 
Abbottsfield Mall and Rundle Park, 
7:30-11 pm. 496-7275. THU 31(7-10 
pm): New Year's Eve Country 
Coundown. 


WILDHORSE SALOON Continental Inn, 
THU 31-SAT 2: Marv Machura and the 
Pembina River Band. 


WILD WEST 12912-50 St., 476-3388. 
*Every WED & THU Free dancing 
lessons Every SAT aft: Jam 4:30-7 
pm. SAT 26: Eli Barsi. THU 31-FRI 1: 
Five Wheel Drive. 







BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324 Whyte 
Ave., 436-4418. Every MON: The Valium 
Lovers. Every TUE: Wide Awake and Dream- 
ing. Every THU: DJ Dragon. 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 439-1082. 
Every SUN: Root Down-Live Acid Jazz. 


DEVLIN’S 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489. #Every 
MON: Kiss & Tell-Live Jazz Trio. *Every 
TUE: Fina Estampa. Every THU: acid jazz. 
Every SUN: Melba Apartment Quartet. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTI- FIRST NIGHT 


BUTTONS AND 


TIX AVAILABLE 





McKenzie, 
Poet. 


INSOMNIA PUB 5552 Calgary Tr. S., 414- 
1743. Every FRI: jazz & blues: Wide 
Awake & Dreaming (9pm-1am). *Every 

er & alternative: The Method (9pm- 


Jazz 


lam 


LA RONDE Crowne Plaza, 10111 Bellamy 
Hill, 428-6611. ¢Top 40, dine & dance. 
eEvery THU (7:30-11 pm): John Fisher 
(ora flute, piano). *Every FRI & SAT 
8-11:30 pm) John Fisher (keys, vocal) & 
Christine BECQ (vocals). 


take: undie Park for the 
day: Clareview Recreation Centre 
(3804-139 Ave), Abbottsfield Recre- 
ation Centre (3010-119 Ave), High- 
lands Community League Hall (1 1333- 
62 St) and Londonderry Community 
League Hall (14224-74 St). All equip- 
ment and supplies will be provided 
except for skates and CSA approved 
hockey helmets; children are also asked 
to bring a lunch, a snack, and outdoor 
clothes. 
The event is for children ages six 
to twelve, and costs $20 a day, or $50 
the entire three-day. pac! 
ore information or to 








“Le Details on Paige'7! 
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THE LONDON BRIDGE PUB & EATERY 7.704- 
104 St., Calgary Trail South, 431-1748. 
THU 31; A.J, 


PRADERA RESTAURANT Westin Hotel. 
©Jazz Brunch every SUN (10 am-2 pm) 
SUN 27: Bill Jamieson Duo. THU 31 (8 
pm-1 am): Marleigh & Mueller 


REMEDY 8631-109 St., 433-3096. THU 
31(8 pm): Funk Me All Night Long New 
Year: J. Cairns Band. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Edmon- 
ton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441-3036 
eEvery WED-SAT: Lyle Hobbs, THU 31: 
Lyle Hobbs. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 481-8021. THU 31 (7 
pm): Millennium Minus One: Jerrold 
Dybyk Trio, the Kit Kat Club. 


piano bars 


LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 
Calgary Trail South, 437-6010. THU 31: 
Tony Dizon Beach Party. SAT 2: Tony 

Dizon. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Edmon- 
ton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 441-3036. 
*Every week (9-1): Tony Poirier. Every 
THU-SAT: Lyle Hobbs Entertainer 
Extrordinaire. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM Bourbon St., 
444-1752. SAT 26: Sam August. SUN 27: 
Newfie Night with Spint of the Atlantic. 
MON 28-SAT 2: Sam August. SUN 3: 
Newfie Night with Spirit of the Atlantic. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN Rice 
Howard Way, 426-7784. SAT 26: Tim 
Becker. TUE 29-SAT 2: Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES Capilano Mall, 1136, 
5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. SAT 26: Chuck 
Belhumeur. THU 31: Karaoke. SAT 2: 
Bran Calnan. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 10341-82 
Ave., 433-9676. *Every THU: Celtic 
Sa SAT 26: Tony Dizon. THU 24: 
Celtic Night. TUE 29-WED 30 & FRI 1-SAT 
2: Duff Robison. THU 31: Celtic Night. 


DE VINES REASTAURANT & LOUNGE 9712- 
111 St, 482-6402. ¢Every SAT night (8:30- 
12): Live acoustic lifht jazz, Mark Baily. 


pop & rock 


BIG DADDY'S 4635 Calgary Trail N., 436- 
2700. *Every FRI: Jazz. 


BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave., 438-1148. 
Every TUE: karaoke. *Every MON, WED- 
SAT: live entertainment. 


BOILERS PUB 10220-103 St., 425-4767, 














x 





HEY, YOU 


CHEAP 


BASTARDS! 
BO) EVERYTHING! 


EVEN MARKED DOWN AND RED TAGGED ITEMS! 


DECEMBER 26 & 27 


YOU'RE TOO CHEAP TO MISS IT! 


“This offer cannot be combined with existing customer file discounts. 


DrAL-oR LES 


CD’S - VINYL - TAPES - POSTERS 


440-6062. *Every SUN: Sunday Show 
case. TUE 29: Hyrd Help THU 31: Cold 
Seat, CD & the Fix Mix, 


DANNY HOCKSAW'S PUB & GRUB 29 Ave. 89 
St., 469-4433. THU 31: Mr. Potato Head. 

DRAGON HEAD Lynberg Shopping Centre, 
7522-178 St. eEvery FRI SAT Classic 
Rock Dance Party. THU 31: New Year's 
Eve Party. 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE Whyte Ave. *Every 
TUES, Open stage, hosted by Jose Oiseau. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL Downtown Ed 





monton. 
E 3 THU 31: FIRST NIGHT 
eCity Farm BUTTONS 
er's Market (7-11 aD 
pm): the Clones and tix 27 
Welcome. eCity ano rix now 
Hall: Nomads AVAILABLE 


eCitadel-Rice Thea 
tre: Kate and Bridget Ryan 


GASOLINE ALLEY 10993-124 St., 482 
6382. Every TUE: Retro Night-DJ Lefty 
Every THU: Wet T-Shirt Contest. Every 
SUN: The Big Cheese 


J & R BAR & GRILL 4003-106 St., 436 
4395. SAT 26: Nobody's Fault. THU 31: 
Charlie 


KING'S HORSE PUB 4211-106 St., 462 
4627. *Every MON: bar/restaurant in 
dustry appreciation night. THU 31: New 
Year's eve with Yves Lacroix. SAT 2: Yves 
Lacroix. 


KEEGAN'S PUB 3458-99 St., 435-4065. 
eEvery MON Karaoke. 


MARIO’S 4990-92 Ave., 466-8652. *Every 
THU-SAT: Rare Occasion. 


ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd., 483 
1100. *WED open stage 8:00 hosted by 
Joe Matal , 905 2005 (Jam night). THU 
31-SAT 2: Sideshow Bob 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 451-8000. 


THU 31: Headstones, XII House, 
Nickelback. 
THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Rd., 433 


DOME. *Every THU: Ladies Night. ¢Every 
TUES: Bogie Nites: The Best of 60s, 70s 
& 80s Retro. THU 31: New Year's Eve 
Bash. 


DE VINES REASTAURANT & LOUNGE 9712 
111 St, 482-6402. *Every THU & FRI 
night (8:30-12); Live acoustic, 40-s to 
70-s pop, Damian Gregory 

WILD HORSE SALOON 16625 Stony Plain 
Rd., 484-7751. *Every SUN & MON: 
karaoke. THU-SAT: live entertainment 

WINDSOR BAR & GRILL 11712-82 Ave., 


433-7800. Every TUES: Canadian Music 
Night. Every SAT: live music. 


OFF 


10351 - 82 Avenue ¢ 439-3729 
POWNSTAIRSG 






























































WEDNESDAY 23 
SWING NIGHT 


wi Od chuck” Rock 
THURSDAY 24 
CHEAP DRINKS + NO COVER: 


FRIDAY 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 


SATURDAY 


& MASSIVE FERGUSON 


Riewvv. 
> fC =t— |) oe 


| V4 =F 


- Rooms 
Soi Bands: 


THE Mocestics 


ALL NIGHT 
IN THE LOUNGE 


ort 


SUBURBS 


LE 
AWESOME”* 


GIVEAWAYS 
$1.75 HI-BALLS 
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GIORDANO GALLERY 208 Empire Bldg, tures by artist Kirsten Zuk. id 
10080 Jasper Ave., 429-5066. A selec- ‘ 























Amazing 75th 
Anniversary Snow 
Sculpture at the 
Edmonton Art Gallery 





Sponsored by 


EPCOR 


With support from 
Snow Valley and 






Gallery 


By ALBERTO D.VIDIGOYA 





This week’s theme: 
Slick Willie 







CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
William Jefferson Clinton, you done 
Hillary wrong. It’s time to re-evaluate 
your priorities and emphasize the 
ones your love—and take it from me, 
flowers won't cut it. 





AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A 
career move is in the stars for you, 
Mr. President (and I’m not even 
American, let alone Republican). 
Somewhere in Little Rock there’s a 
storefront personal-injury law office 
that could use a good attorney. 







PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20) You're one 
lucky man, Bill. You have the love of 
your wife and daughter—and the 
jury's out (pardon the expression) as 
to whether you deserve it. Cherish 
your family, my man. 









ARIES (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) Hail to the 
Chief, my ass. Respect is earned, my 
executive friend—remember that this 
week, and govern yourself (no pun 
intended) accordingly. 










TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20) Hey, 
Bill—this scandal has completely 
diverted attention from Whitewater, 
hasn't it? And as the stars would 
have it, it's a good week for commer- 
cial dealings. Try to keep it legal this 
time, though. 
















eS Come find your way 
through the maze-like 
snow sculpture on the 
gallery’s front deck 
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KC Construction Co. Ltd. 


2 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Across from City Hall 

Phone: 422-6223 
www.eag.org 
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For the week of Dec. 24 - Dec¥ 30 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21) Bill, Bill, 
Bill—bomb Iraq all you want, but vio- 
lence isn't the answer. This week, try to 
use reason and diplomacy—at least you 
won't be burned in effigy. 


CANCER (June 22-Jul. 22) Mr. Presi- 
dent, it’s time to turn the other cheek. 
Prove that you're the bigger man (no 
innuendo intended): send Ken Starr a 
belated Christmas card. 


LEO (Jul. 23-Aug. 22) Compromise is in 
the stars for you this week, President 
Clinton. So call up some senators and see 
if you can't get away with a stiff rebuke. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Forget the 
written word, Mr. Clinton. This week, the 
stars emphasize—umm—oral commu- 
nication. ‘Nuff said. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) Mr. Clinton, 
it’s time to make amends. Call up Moni- 
ca and offer her a—you'll pardon the 
term—job. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21) Billy Boy, 
things may seem at their darkest, but 
never give up hope. There’s a light at the 
end of the tunnel—and it isn't the 
oncoming train. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Mr. 
President, in your office you have 
tremendous veto powers. So the next 
time you're tempted to act first and 
think later—veto yourself, 
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art galleries 


shows openings/events/happenings 






EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 


Churchill Sq., 422-6223. THE POOLE FOUN- 
DATION GIFT: Permanent Collection Exhi- 
bition. ©BRUSH WITH... North American 
traditions of large abstract paintings 
which assert the character of the brush 
stroke being the integral part of the 
painting. Until Aug. 31. *Contemporary 
Art Issues Reading Group: Every second 
THU, 7 pm. *Envisioned Spaces: Lec- 
tures on Contemporary Architecture: 
JUST FOR THE LOVE OF IT: The Shirley 
and Peter Savage collection of Canadian 
Prints. Until Jan. 17. *BEAUTY AND THE 
BANAL: Janet Cardiff, Chris Cran, Lesley 
Menzies, Lyndal Osborne, Laura 
Vickerson, John Will, Angus Wyatt, how 
we assign aesthetic and cultural value 
to things around us. Until Jan. 17. 
*KITCHEN 2:. Vera Gartley: The Gap. 
*SNOW SCULPTURE: By Agnieszka 
Matejko and Larry Andreoff, a 
Es foot by 8 foot maze that 
> visitors can walk through. Con- 
struction begins on Dec. 26; opening to 
coincide with the First Night Festival on 
Dec. 31. *Art Rental Gallery, Margaret 
Brine Gallery, Lower Level EAG. : SMALL 
ART 1998-99: Annual Christmas Small 
Art Sale. Until Jan. 9 


THE FRINGE GALLERY BSMT., 10516 Whyte 
Ave., 432-0240. *NEW FIGURATIVE 
WORKS: Acrylic paintings on board by 
Doug Jamha. Until Dec. 31. *TRAVELS 
WITH GRIEF & THE EXPERT WITNESS: 
Mixed media on canvas by Linda Carreiro 
& Richard Smolinski. Jan. 2-30. 


ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY 


FRAMING 9860-90 Ave., 433-0388. Group 
show by gallery artists. New work by 
Raymond Theriault, Derek Watts and 
Andrew Raszewski. Also showing Christ- 
mas miniatures. 


art galleries 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10106- 
124 St., 488-6611, 488-5900. ¢A HOLI- 
DAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: Holiday 
crafts and gift giving ideas. Until Dec. 
24. 


| ART BEAT GALLERY & FRAME Pelland Place, 


8 Mission Ave., St. Albert, 459-3679. 
www.artbeat,ab.ca. Steel sculpture by 
Eduino M. Sousa; alabaster, soapstone 
carvings by Albert Adams; raku pottery 
by Elke Blodgett; stain glass by Bernard 
de Man; water colours by Kenneth E. 
Brown, Murray Allen and Jim Brager; 
pastels by W. Daniel Bagan; acrylics by 
Andrew Raszewski; and abstracts by 
Yvonne Rivard. Miniature pieces by gal- 
lery artists: Nick Prins, Jeanne Findlay, 
Carol Hama Chang, Pat Wagensveld and 
Sophia Podryhula Shaw. 


| THE ARTISTS MARKETPLACE Westmount 


shopping Centre, 111 Ave., Groat Rd., 
908-0320. Local artists on site daily. 
Now featuring: Now featuring: New works 
in oil by Pegay Miller. 


| ARTRA ART—THE GALLERY 15607-100A 


Ave., 489-1028. Work by Cindy Barratt, 
Frances Alty-Arscott, Tom Love. Thru 
Dec. 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 Street, 
482-1204. Special selection of works by 
gallery artists including George 
Littlechild, Dale Auger and Maxine Noel. 
Thru Dec. 


BUGERA KMET 12310 Jasper Ave. NEW 
DIMENSIONS: Prairie landscape paint- 
ings by Terry Fenton, New sculpture by 
Douglas Bentham. 


| CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 20, 


8527 rue Marie-Anne-Gaboury (91 St.), 
461-3427. eCHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: 
Paintings, etchings, water colours, art 
and crafts of members. Until Jan. 13. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-1264 St., 
488-4445. CHRISTMAS SHOW: Preview of 
Christmas Exhibition featuring new work 
by gallery artists. Until Dec. 24. 


EDMONTON GENERAL HOSPITAL 11111 
Jasper Ave., Main Floor, 930-5611, ext. 
6475, FACING AIDS: A senior High School 
Art Exhibition: A collaborative project 
between Victoria School and Latitude 
53 Society and Caritas Art Enrichment 
Program to raise awareness of issues 
surrounding AIDS. Until Jan. 15. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO & GALLERY 
12419 Stony Plain Road, 482-1402. ©1998 
RETROSPECTIVE GROUP SHOW: A selec- 
tion of Artists’ Works. Wayne Mackenzie, 
Janet Stein, John Blair - jewellery; Etiza- 
beth Beauchamp & Lynn Malin - 
monoprints & tables; Sidney Kelsie - 
naive art; John Morel, Henry Schlosser, 
Doug Haslam - wood; Time & Cheryl 
Jensen - fused glass; Jackie Fiala - 
stone carvings. Until Dec. 24. 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Avenue, 
488-2952. An exhibition of miniature 
art, including paintings, ceramics and 
sculpture. Until Dec. 24. 


GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16, Spruce 
Grove, 962-9505. Group: exhibition) - 
lery artists, 
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tion of small works. Open 12-5 pm, Wed 
and Sat or by appointment. Until Dec. 24. 


GREY NUNS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL AND 
HEALTH CENTRE 34 Ave. 66 St., 930- 
5611, ext. 6475. 0 level Corridor: SHAR- 
ING VIEWPOINTS: Paintings by Madelie 
Delaney, E. Jean Richards, Moira Eng- 
lish, Barbara Hodgeson, Ethel E. Grant, 
Larry Judge, Sunita Kumar, Wilf Walker. 
Until Feb. 9. 


IML GALLERY 10822 Whyte Ave., 433- 
6834, GALLERY CHOICE: Works from resi- 
dent artists, 1998. Closed on Mondays, 
Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm, Thu 10 am - 8 pm. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353. 
EMERGING CURATORS SERIES: SPONTA- 
NEOUS COMPULSION: Curated by Cindy 
Baker, a mail art exhibition. Until Jan. 
23. 


MAZZUCA II 8207-104 St., 414-0432. 
SPIRITS AND DRAGONFLIES: Gallery art- 
ists: Andrea Saba, Neil McLelland, water 
colours and acrylics. Until Dec. 24. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
8440-112 St., 492-4211. LEGACY-The Work 
of Twelve Major Alberta Artists in the 
University of Alberta Hospital Permanent 
Collection: Includes works by Derek Besant 
Illingworth Kerr, Bill Laing, Francine 
Gravel, Janet Mitchell, Richard Yates, John 
Snow Harry Savage, Doug Haynes, Helen 
Mackie Grant Leier and Manwoman. Until 
Jan. 4. 


MISERICORDIA HEALTH CENTRE 16940-87 
Ave., 484-8811, ext. 6475. Dayward Cor- 
ridor: THE PORTRAIT PROJECT: Paint- 
ings by Rhonda Harper Epp. Until Feb. 8. 
Northwest Corridor: BREAKING IN? 
BREAKING OUT: Works by Mary Sullivan 
Holdgrafer and Stella Kaufman. 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411- 
51 St., Stony Plain, 963-2777. Genera- 
tions Gallery: Annual Christmas Show 
and Sale: Borealis Group. Until Jan. 5. 
Gallery Restaurant: Sean Livingston: 
Photography, Tasmanian Caves. Until 
Jan. 4. 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-964 St., 
496-8755. ANGEL VOICES: Until Jan. 2. 


PLANET INC CYBER CAFE 201, 10442-82 
Ave., 433-9730, http// 
www.compusmart.ab.ca/bozena. Art Ex- 
hibition, works by Michael V. Tkaczyk. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD. Coopers & 
Lybrand Tower, Mezz. Level, 10130-103 
St., 426-4055. Works in oil by Rob Von 
Bschen, Audrey Pfannmuller and George 
Schwindt, works i acrylic by Dale Auger, 
Steve Mitts, David Seghers, Elaine 
Tweedy, John Freeman. Waterco\ours by 
Sigrid Gehrens, Eva Bartel, Glenda Bea- 
ver, Barb Brooks. Artworks in glass, 
soapstone & antler. Oxford Tower, 10235- 
101 St. Oils by Rob Von Eschen. Westin 
Hotel, The Pradera, 10135-100 St. Pastel 
Paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller. The 
Hotel McDonald, The Harvest Room: 
Acrylics by Steve Mitts. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488- 
3619. CHRISTMAS TREASURES: Paint- 
ings, ceramics, sculptures by gallery 
artists including Barbara Akins, John 
Burrow, Nancy Day, Arne Handley, 
Maureen Harvey, Cathryn Jenkins, Yuriko 
Kitamura, Brenda Malkinson, Katerina 
Mertikas, Sheila Norgate, Leslie Poole, 
Carol & Richard Selfridge, Robert 
Sinclair, Doris Zaharichuk and more. 
Until Dec. 24. 


SNAP PRINT GALLERY 10137-104, back 
of Latitude 53, 423-1492. TERRA NOVA: 
Recent Etchings and mixed media prints 
by Tadeusz Warsynski. Until Jan. 23. 


SPECIAL-T-GALLERY 284 Saddleback Rd., 
437-1192. MIXED PALETTE: Members of 
the Society of Western Canadian Artists. 
Until Jan, 15. ‘ 


STATLER STUDIOS 14914-128 Ave., 451- 
0362. Portraiture, commercial and fine 
art photographs. 10 am-6 pm. 


STRATHCONA PLACE ART GALLERY 10831 
University Ave., 433-5807. Works by 
Don Winkelaar, Alberta landscapes with 
wood, paper and pastels. Until Jan. 7. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., 460- 
5990. A co-operative work-place shared 
by eight St. Albert artists. Display of 
current works by 9 St. Albert Artists: Pat 
Wagensveld, Helen Smith, Louise Crawford, 
Alandra Allanbright, Dorothy Forbes, Carol 
Yake, Mona Anderson-Apps, Susanne 
Loutas. Closed Dec. 25-Jan. 3. 


ST. ALBERT PAINTERS’ GUILD St: Albert 
Place lobby, 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert. 
Painter's Tea Party, an all member show. 


VANDERLEELIE 10344-134 St., 452-0286. 
Group show, gallery artists: paintings 
by David Alexander, Gregory Hardy, Brent 
McIntosh, Wendy Skog and Scott Plear. 
Also ceramics from Holland by Renate 
Weidner, serigraphs by Harry Kiyooka, 
steel sculpture by Isla Burns and stone 
torsos by Evelyne Brader-Frank. Until 
Dec. 31. 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave., 
488-8368, Art in the Lobby: Works by 
Don Pimm. 


ART GALLERY & PORTFOLIOS ON-LINE 


f } ://plaza.v-wave.ci 
gilan/art/kirsten.htm Featuring sculp- 
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displays/museums 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 11410 
Kingsway Ave., 453-1078. Aircraft on dis- 
play and under restoration. Civil and mili- 
tary aviation history. 


ALBERTA RAILWAY MUSEUM 24215-34 
St., 472-6229. Housed in the railway 
station built at St. Albert in 1909. 


ALLEY KAT BREWING COMPANY 9929-60 
Ave., 436-8922. Visit Edmontons’ small- 
est micro brewery, see how Alley Kats’ 
award winning craft beers are brewed, 
taste Alley Kats’ all natural beer. THU-FRI, 
2-4 pm or call for a guided tour. 


CANADA’S AVIATION HALL OF FAME 
Reynolds Alberta Museum, Hwy 13, 361- 
1351. A tribute to the people who pio- 
neered and advanced aviation in Canada. 
Open year-round. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km North 
on Hwy 60, 987-3054. Authentic Japa- 
nese Garden, nature trail, 80 acres of 
connected gardens. 


EDMONTON SPACE & SCIENCE CENTRE 451- 
3344. IMAX Theatre, Margaret Zeidler 
Star Theatre; Exhibit Galleries, live sci- 
ence demonstrations. *A Carnival of Co- 
nundrums, ARITHMETRICKS: PERFECTLY 
PERPLEXING PUZZLES. The greatest math 
show on Earth! Until Jan. 3. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen Park, 
1901 House, Walterdale Hill, 496-2966. 
TIMBER TO TOWNSHIPS: John Walter and 
the lumber Industry at the turn of the 
century. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY INTERPRETIVE 
CENTRE N. Legislature Grounds, pdwy, 
427-7362. Visit Alberta's premiere archi- 
tectural attraction. 


THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MUSEUM 
FOUNDATION Prince of Wales Armouries, 
10440-108 Ave., 421-9943. Two galleries 
dedicated to the history of Edmonton's 
own infantry regiment. Pictures, docu- 
ments and artifacts depicting all aspects 
of recruiting, training and overseas serv- 
ice. Open TUE-FRI. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 Ave., 
422-1970. Archives and Museum located 
along the river valley on the Heritage 
Trail. Stroll in the Victorian-era Park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert Place, 
5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 459-1528. THE 
NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Discover the 
origins of some of the Christmas tradi- 
tions, also an exhibit of antique toys 
and mechanical dolls as well as a number 
of religious icons. é 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St., 
496-8755. ANGEL VOICES: A heavenly 
host dressed in bejewelled gossamer 
gowns with a display of poinsettias. A 
9-foot angel centrepiece heralds the joy 
of the season. Until Jan. 3. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845- 
102 Ave., 453-9131. Every SAT & SUN: 
Science Circle. For young families. Week- 
ends, 1-4 PM. *Every SAT: Aboriginal 
videos. *Every SUN: Gallery Spotlight: an 
in-depth look at some of the features of 
your favourite galleries. SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 
Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, 
people of the past and present, Tecord- 
ings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Every 1st SUN of ea. month: Aboriginal 
Performers. #Every 3rd SUN of ea. month: 
Aboriginal artisans. *BUG ROOM: NEW 
ARRIVALS: Permanent live invertebrate 
display, newarrivals from Malaysia. °EGGS: 
A VIRTUAL EXHIBIT: A guide to the bird 
eggs of Alberta and around the world. 
Images, text, quizzes and egg humour tell 
you everything you ever could want to 
know about birds and eggs. Created by 11 
young Canadians working in museums. 
www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. *BEARS IN 
TOYTOWN: A festive stroll through 2 
town full of toys. Until Apr. 5. 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin, 
Highway 13. 1-800-661-4726. Bicycles, 
cars, farm equipment... reflections of Al- 
berta’s transportation history. Open daily. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 Saskatchewan 
Dr., 427-3995, 422-2697. Costumed in- 
terpreters recreate daily household ac- 
tivities. 

SHAW CONVENTION CENTRE Pedway Level, 
9797 Jasper Ave., 424-3300. Canadian 
Country Music Hall of Honour: Who's who 
in the Canadian country music scene. 


THE TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. Set in the 
original Old Strathcona Telephone Ex 
change Building (1912). 

THE UKRAINIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE VIL- 
LAGE 25 min. E. of Edmonton on Hwy 16, 
662-3640. Open until Thanksgiving Day- 


VALLEY Z00 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 496- 
6911. Combining the fun of nursery rhymes 
with the beauty of animals. 9:30AM-6! 
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FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL Downtown Ed- 
Beet Se: | Mast azn 

SiG titrate (.-.. SUTTONS 
Zeidler Hall: 
Silent Movies: Pre- 
sented by Metro Cin- 
ema: Easy Street, 
Charlie Chaplin; One 
A.M. & The Rink, Charlie Chaplin; Cops, 
Buster Keaton; One Week, Buster 
Keaton; Convicts, Laurel and Hardy. 


GARNEAU 8712-109 St, 433-2212. 
World's Best Commercials, 1998. Dec 
26-31. Closed Dec. 24 & 25. 


PRINCESS 10337 Whyte Ave., 462-1871. 
Life is Beautiful, Until Dec. 31. 


lectures/meetings 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS Six Locations, 483- 
5599. weekly: Parent Talk-Talking to Your 
Children 


CENTRE FOR EDUCATION 1 Kingsway Ave., 
Eva 0. Howard Theatre, Victoria School. 
WED 18 (7 pm): Profiling Edmonton Public 
Schools’ Accomplishments and results for 
1997-1998. 


THE COMMUNITY SHAMANIC DRUMMING 
AND HEALING CIRCLE 475-1826, 951- 
2324. Every FRI, 7 pm., everyone inter- 
ested in learning Shamanic Journeying 
are welcome. 


GAY MEN & RELATIONSHIPS 910-3050. 
Every MON evening: Relationships with 
family, friends & foes: Group for gay men, 
gay/lesbian facilitators. 


GRANT MACEWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Jasper Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 497- 
4303, 497-5000. *Big Band Recruiting 
Members. @Children's dance classes. ¢Shail 
We Dance? © Educational Travel Tours: New 
York City & London, England. 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB John 
Janzen Nature Centre, 469-9776. Inter- 
ested in Photography? Meetings every 2nd 
and 4th THU each month, 8-10 pm. 


VISUAL LINKS 200, 5041 Calgary Trail N., 
413-3197. Meetings Every WED's, 7:30- 
8:30 PM, How to make money on the 
Internet. 

WEST END TOASTMASTERS MEETING 10451- 
170 St., Rm 112, info, Jerry. @ 472-4911. 
Every TUES: Personal Growth and develop- 
ment in communication and leadership. 
Listening skills, appropriate feedback, 
public speaking abilities done ina friendly 
environment, two hour weekly meetings. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 429-1992, ext. 238. 
Tours of the concert hall. Learn about the 
architecture, acoustics and backstage fa- 
cilities. TUE, Dec. 29, 1 pm & 2 pm. 









AND TIX NOW 
AVAILABLE 








AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave., 423- 
3487. THU 3 (7:30 pm): Buzz Hargrove, 
author of Labour of Love, The Fight to 
Create a More Humane Canada. 


MISTY ON WHYTE 10458B-82 Ave., 433- 
3512. Every SUN: Open Stage Poetry and 
Prose Readings. 


STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 3rd Fl. Boardroom, 496- 
7000. Every second WED of the month, 
Talking Book Club, 


THE WRITE GROUP Block 1912, Old 
Strathcona, 104 St, 82 Ave., 465-7330. 
Meeting every second THU, come out and 
meet with other aspiring writers to talk 
about issues of interest to writers. 


live comedy 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 2nd Fl., 10336 Jasper 
Ave., 421-7861. Every SUN evening: Ama- 
teur Comedy Showcase, open mike, pre- 
screening/auditions. Every WED (8 pm): 
Laff City. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL 









aay Downtown Ed- Ve 
a: ayemonton, 448- " 

> 2719200. THU 31: 
“Edmonton Centre: Wild 

Nose Clown Theatre. Np TIX NOW 
*Shaw Conference Cen- AVAILABLE 


tre - Salon 11 & 12: 110 
Toes, 


SIDETRACK CAFE 0333-112 Street, 421- 
. Every SUN: Variety Night hoste: 
the Atomic Improv a i, 


YUK YUKS WEM, 481-9926. Every WEDS: 
Hypnotist Sebastian Steel. 





4 0 (GUMMeryre=mOiminL (ECR S 
Www.edmontonoiters.com., 
Skyreach.SUN 27: Oil Va e 
Canucks, 6 pm 




















treal Canadiens, 7 pm. SUN 3: Oilers vs 
Philadelphia. 


HORSE RACING Northlands, 471-7379. 
Northlands Simulcast racing, 7 days a 
week. SAT 26: Northlands Live Racing, 
1:30 spectrum. SUN 27: Northlands Live 
Racing, 1:30 pm Spectrum, final day. 


SOCCER *EDMONTON DRILLERS Skyreach, 
425-KICK. MON 4: Drillers vs Milwaukee. 





CARLIL V. THE CARBOLIC SMOKEBALL 
COMPANY The New Varscona Thatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 459-3960. 
Presented by Dad English 
Theatre. The stories of 
Lewis and Lucy. Lewis is a 
depressed young man who 
is looking for a miracle. 
Lucy is terrified of the 
influenza of the late 
1890's but believes she 
has found her miracle in 
a Carbolic Smokeball. Un- 
til Dec. 27, 8 pm, Sat & 
Sun Mat, 2 pm. No shows 
Dec. 24 or Dec. 25. 


DICK MACY AND THE SWING 
FELLAS Celebrations Din 
ner Theatre, Neighbourhood Inn, 
13103 Fort Rd., 448-9339. Sal Sisaloni 
has big plans for his swing club-big 
illegal plans that is! Plans that in- 
clude kidnapping and murder! Mean- 
while, Charity Cherub 
has very’ important 

news to share, 

{Tuesday has 

#fallen for the 

wrong Man! New Year's 

Eve Bash, Dec. 31. 


DIE NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 433-3399. The Live Improvised 
Soap Opera. Every MON night @ 8 PM. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL Downtown Ed- 
monton, 448-9200, THU 31: *Manulife 
Place: Mariann Sinkovics. 


FRIDAY NIGHT FEVER-STILL ALIVE Ju- 
bilations Dinner Theatre, W.E.M., 484- 
2424. Remember the 70's? The swing- 
ing singles clubs, dancing the night 
away, trying to find the perfect "pick- 
up" line. Well, dust off your disco 
shoes and pour yourself into those 
spandex pants and join us for this 
fun-filled flashback! Until Jan. 17. 

INTO THE WOODS Red Deer College, 
Arts Centre Mainstage, 342-3536. By 
Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine. 

Fairy tales are combined into a fast 
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Listings are FREE. 


Send them by fax to 
426-2889 
or by e-mail to 
listings @vua.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 
3:00 p.m. Friday. 











LISTINGS 


paced and witty musical comedy. Dec. 
27-31. 


THE KING ANDI The fo~ 
Citadel Theatre, ee 
9828-101A Ave., 

425-1820. A magi- available for some 
cal, holiday treat for performances only. 
all ages. Anna, an 

American nanny arrives in Siam, she is 
astonished by life in the exotic court. 
Until Jan. 10. 


MELODRAMIX Festival Place, Sherwood 
Park, 449-FEST (3378). Firelight Thea 
tre every SUN, 7:30 pm., comedy and 
an improvised soap opera. 


POODLE SKIRTS TO PLATFORM SHOES 
Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
16615-109 Ave., 483-4051. 
An evening of music and fun, 
a nostalgic tribute to the 
music and the singers of the 
50's, 60's and 70's. UntilJan. 
31. 


RIRE (LES SEQUELLES) La 
Cite Francophone, 8527-91 
St., 497-4395. L'unitheatre 
Idee original de Eve-Marie 
Forcier. Dec. 31 


STREET OF BLOOD Roxy Thea- 
tre, 10708-124 St., 453 
2440. Ronnie Burkett Thea 
tre of Marionettes presented by Thea 
tre Network. Mrs. Edna Rural pricks 
her finger and bleeds ofto her sewing, 
she sees the face of Christ in a quilt 
square. Jan 7-31. 


THEATRESPORTS 10329-83 Ave., 448 
0695. The 18th Season of Rapid Fire 
Theatre, Theatresports. Edmonton's 
longest running and tastiest improv 
show. This season will have more 
thrills-a~minute. Every FRI @ 11 PM 
(until July 30, 99). 


WONDERFUL TOWN Kaasa Theatre, Ju- 
bilee Auditorium, 420 
1757, 497-4395. Musi 
cal comedy based on a Yul 
book by Joseph Fields ix 27 
and Jerome Chodorov 
with music by Leonard 
Bernstein and lyrics by Betty Comden 
and Adolph Gree. Two sisters travel 
from Columbus, Ohio to the bright 
lights of New York City to find fame 
and fortune. Jan 8-17. 


RUSH TIX 


KLY 


ADVANCE TIX 





CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton. Dec.-March: 7 am-10 pm. 
Ice-skate on City Hall's outdoor ice 


| 
| 
| 





rink. *FRI 1: First Day at City Hall, 2- 
4 pm. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL 


monton, 448- 
ER. THU 31: 
Ss *Shaw Confer- 
ence Centre, salons 8 
& 9. (6-11 pm), Circle 
of Fire. Citadel 
MacLab Theatre: A ANDTIXNOW 
Nightin Hypnosis with AVAILABLE 
Attila *Edmonton Art Gallery: Iltu- 
sions by Ruven. 

IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING HOLE 
8101-103 St., 438-1907. eEvery WED: 
Classic Comedy with the Atomic Improv 
Co 

LESSARD LIBRARY 6104-172 Street, 
496-1871. Every WED: Chess Night! all 


Downtown Ed- 


FIRST NIGHT 
BUTTONS 





ages, 7 PM. Every TUE: Magic, The 
Gathering, all ages, 7 PM 
LIFE AFTER SUMMER 434-7092. *For 


Outdoor types: Hiking/biking: explore 
the trails in and around Edmonton 
Skiing/Snowshoeing: No kids, no fami 


lies. ¢For Culinary Types: New foods, 
wines and people. For Far-out liter- 
ary types: a book club with a twist. 


RUNDLE PARK 113 Ave, 29 St., 496- 
7275. Skating Rink open to the public 
SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
1326. Every SUN: Variety Night 


VICTORIA OVAL River Rd., 116 St., 496 
7275. Skating rink open to public 
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THE ALEXANDRA WRITERS' CENTRE SO- 
CIETY 10966-132 St., 451-2043. 8 
week writing workshops beginning in 
Jan. 1999: Writing for Women (with 
Margaret Macpherson), Introductory 
Creative Writing (with Su Croll), In- 
termediate Creative Writing, (with 
Curtis Gillespie), and Poetry (with Su 
Croll). Contact Su Croli at 451-2043. 


FIRST NIGHT FESTIVAL pact yieuy 





Downtown Ed BUTTONS 
Ee norton 448 ~ 
3 00. THU 31: he 
*Festival Rov 
ers: Roadside Work- Ano TIX NOW 
shops by Jacquie Paul AVAILABLE 
KAMENA GALLERY I 7510-82 Ave., 944 
9497, Water colour, beginner or adv 
one on one basis, instructor, Willie 
Wong, flexible hours. 
THE MARKETPLACE ART SCHOOL 


Westmount Shopping Centre, 474 





Photography and Design by 


PHOTOGRAPHY LTD. 


All 
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the (Sest 


9351. Individual and group classes in 
pencil, pen & ink, acrylic, oil, water 
colour, clay and wood, Call Lorea or 
drop by. 

SNAP PRINT GALLERY 10137-104, back 
of Latitude 53, 423-1492. SNAP offers. 


courses in a variety of Printmaking 
techniques. 


UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS Herit 
age Rm, Main FL, City Hall, 1, Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., contact Peggy 
488-7271. Every WED (7:30-9:15 PM). 
Until June, you're invited to improve 
your listening, thinking, speaking 
skills). 7:30 PM. 





EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winstowi* 
Churchill Square, 422-6223. *CHILDREN'S 

















GALLERY: SCULPTURE LOCOMOTION 
*Every SUN: Something Sunday UN 
27: Turn your New Resolution 
into a work of art! SUN 3: What a relief 
FIRST NIGHT FE wntown § 
ton 8-92 
FIRST NIGHT 
BUTTONS 


AND TIX NOW 
AVAILABLE 


Magician. Citadel 
: Paul Hann 


GRANT MACEWAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

















City Centre Campus, 497-5300. Dec. 24 
Crazy Christmas Camps. 
ter Blow-Out Camp. Dec 
Eve Party For Kids, spend the night and 
celebrate 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM Albert 
Place Anne St 45 
1528/459-4404. T'WAS T 
FORE CHRISTMAS - AT THE MUSEUM; Di 





cover the origins of some of t 
mas traditions. Exhibit include 
toys and mechanical dolls and rel 
icons 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 111 











recreate daily hous 





VALLEY Z00 
Ave 9 


4 n every ndoor 












how 


C hristmas 


in 


TSlack & TOhite 


Overnight 


Call 437-6992 


COLORFAST 


Photofinishing & Enlarging 





 — 








FREEe FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Pathe Et acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular 
price or cruel editing. Free ads must be 
submitted in writing, in person or by fax. 
Duplicate ads will not be published, except 
by mistake. Free ads will not be taken over 
the phone. Free ads will run for two weeks, if 
you reauee an ad to be renewed or cancelled 

e lease phone or fax the Classified 
department Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, 
or drop it off at the Empire Building, 307, 

10080 Jasper Avenue 
Deadline is PM the Monday 
before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space. 


__ ARTISTS TO ARTISTS 


Local Heroes International Screen Festival 
(Feb. 20-27), calling, for submissions to Local 
Exposure! a home-video competition that 
invites the "non-industry” to participate. For 
info. and entry forms call 421-4084 or website 
www.nsi-canada.ca. Deadline Feb, 10, 1999 

na0z10 






















Auditions for Manual Transmission’s My 


»dgeha will be held Jan. 10 & 

| 439-2099 to book a tin 

number, and your pref 

Experimental physical theatre prod 
May 1999 


Head 














nat224 


The Works—Call to Enter (June 25-July 
7,1999). Ph 426-2122 for an application and 
more info, or e-mail at 









theworks@telusplanet.net. Submit your 
yroposals for indoor/outdoor exhibits/projects 
sefore Jan. 22/99. 

nat210 





E.L.O.P.£. AUDITIONS—"The World 


joes 


Round” (a Kander & Ebb Revue) January 11 
12 & 13, 1999. For appt., call the E.L.O.P.E 
Hotline @ 988-4375 


nat210-0106'99 





Call for art rental submissions. Profiles Public 
Art Gallery. Deadline May 20. For info ph 
4310 


natn 










ree guitar lessons, weekly 
yeople and form yo own band. U 
Musicians Club. jim 425-4229 


am sessions, meet 
of A 


nati 















NATURAL 












































i 





Wildlife & Kananaskis Country Photographs 
required for 1999 Kananaskis Country Poster 
series. Deadline Jan. 15. Contact Joel 
Christensen, 403-678-5508 

nati26 


The Kerry Wood Nature Centre, Red Deer 
looking for wildlife & nature-oriented art. "no 
hand of man”. Contact: Diana Anderson, 403- 
309-8450 





nati26 





The New Gallery, Calgary. Call for entry - 
ongoing. Contact: 403-233-2399 
nal126 


Call for submissions to WOMANSTRENGTH 
1999 (a mullti-disciplinary event, featuring a 
performance evening including: music, theatre, 
dance, film & video, prose/poetry, visual arts...) 
CWA invites you to explore the theme 
Womanstrength—must be a CWA member. For 
more infopH: 424-0287. Deadline Jan. 8, 1999 
: na0108/99 


ARTIST STUDIOS 


Independent Artists Consortium has studio 
space available, 35 cents per sq. foot or w itt 
trade work for studio rent, 461-0293 








nal217 





Store front studio, 600 sc 
view, ample natural lig 
466-0070 





quar feet. River Valley 
t, 9654 Jaspser Ave 


VW1217-0107'99 





Studio space available. Different sizes, access 
to freight elevator, printmaking and darkroom 
facilities. 10137-104 St., Info pH. 423-1492 
(SNAP) 

na0099 

















| 
| 
| 
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Jae CLASSIFIED AD 


THREE LINES FOR 


Print your copy 
legibly in the 
space provided. 
Up to 50 


_ Vue Weekly 





December 24 - December 30,1998 








Vocalist available for weekends, live gigs, 


progressive, alternative, original, and covers. 
Available weekends. Call Andy at 471-3535 


Lead guitarist wanted for eventual gigs, material 
negotiable oat Ree classic rock from ‘70's to 
present, Ph 986-2940 

nat217 





nai217 
Trombone player available for ska, funk, and 
soul vand. Parliament, Jams Brown,Sig Stone 


Call 440-3116 
nat224 


Serious drummer for 3-piece local rock band, 
Stash. Have rehearsal space, van, shows booked 
, and CD recorded. Call Chris or Rob 482-1123. 

nai224 





Vocalist available - influence, Nirvana, Silverchair 
and any alternative, grunge music. Call Jason at 
426-6116. 


MUSI T 


Keyboardist wanted for arena symabanic rock 
band. live work and recording. PI fan at 462- 
3635 


nat217 





nai224 





Female lead vocalist and drummer seek 
experienced bass and guitar to support vocal 
driven blues. Infl. include Nina Simone and Etta 
James. Serious inquiries only please. Call Paula 
® 471-9101 

nai224 


Slap bass player needs percussionist, keyboard, 
break Dj rapper and female vocalist for 
recording/live project Really funky. Switzer 473- 
0610. Call after 7 pm 





nal2i7 





Blues artist seeks vocal instructor willing to 
exchange for guitar lessons, call 903-4339 
nat2i7 





Guitarist & drummer looking for bass player & 
singer. Influences are most generations of metal, 
hardcore and rock. Already have rehearsal space 
and PAsystem. If interested call Liam 436-8479 

nat217 





$10@hr paid rehearsal time to bass player 

wanted for death metal/jazz band. Must be 

young, enthusiastic Call Chris 431-2848 
na1217-1227 





Need mature, experienced, bass player &drummer 
for jazzy original lounge project, 439-0568 
nal217 








CATEGORY : 


characters 
per line. 
Each letter, 


space or 
punctuation 
mark counts as 
one character. 


Bolding (_} All or _) - 
Underline (_} All or _} —— 


Italics (_} All or _] —— 
Capital Letters (_} All or _} — 
Larger Font (_} All or (_j — 
Headline (_} All or _} 


Box around ad .. 





Each additional line 
Is $1 per line. 








x 





ORDER FORM 
Ore. ana 


Line Total $ 5.00 
Extra Lines $ Five: 


Sub Total $ oe 


7% GST S 
GRAND TOTAL $ 





Original band seeks heavy, driving, groove 
oriented bassist. Call 451-3934 
nat224 





Dedicated, heavy, pe drummer required 
for original ban all 433-2975. 
nal217 





Looking for musicians, poets, 
open stage/coffee house project 
Call after 7 pm 


pedonmers for 
‘od 473-0610 


mat217 


Amateur Musicians wanted: The Cosmopolitan 
Music Society: CMS Adult beginner Band Program, 
CMS will teach you how to play an instrument. If 
New play or sing already or used to, there are adult 
ands ranging from elementary to advanced and 
‘ontact CMS at 432-9333 for more info. 
ma0827 


‘ELECTRONICA MUSIC CLUB' free membership. 
Wedo 'Dance, R&B, Industrial, Techno, Ambient, 
apne eens Hip-hop, etc. Call TonMeister K 
479- 





a chorus. 





na0618 


MUSIC INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, mandolin, banjo, 
bass, drums, flute, recorder, Irish tin whistle, 
and bodharan. Private Instruction — tocus on 
Individual! Professional caring Instructors 
with music degrees, quallty music Instruction 
since 1981. 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 
CHRISTMAS GIFT 
CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 




























GUITAR LESSONS - Beginner / Advanced / 
Acoustic / Electric / Bass. 
ROCK/FOLK/ BLUES - jazz / Theory / Slide / 


Fingerstyle. 

SONG Writers - Develop Songs / Record 

Demo. Just off campus. lan Birse, 433-5906, 
R/9999 


_RECORDING STUDIOS _ 


Recording studio for hire, 16 trk. recordin 

hard disc editing and mastering, complete midi 

rig, $15/hr., including engineer, 906-4081. 
ia210-1231 (4wks) 


____ EDUCATION 


TRAVEL-teach English: 
Sday/40 hr., Feb. 24-28. 
TESOL teacher cert. course (or by 
corresp.). 1,000's of jobs avail. NOW. 
FREE info pack 438-5704. 

G50813/98-99 (1yr)(Feb.24) 


SE 


____HAIR STYLIST _ 


X'mas Specials. Cuts $11 up; perms 
$30 up; Spiral $45 up; Streaks $20 
up; Colour $20 up; nails $30 up; 
waxing $5-$10 up. Open: Mon. to 
Sun 9:30 am-8 pm. 10247 Jasper 


| Ave., Edm., Taylors Hair Salon, 
downtown. Ph 425-8346. 

















VW1224 (1wk) 


___PSYCHICS 


| X'mas Specials: Reasonable price 
Gifted psychic on: Tea cups, Tarot 
Cards & Palm Readings — job, career 
love crisis, problem enpagemen & 
marriage relationship. 10247 Jasper 
Ave., Downtown, Taylor's Hair Salon, 
pH 425-8346, Mondays to Sundays 








9:30 am-8 pm. 
VW1224 (1k) 


~ SMOKING 


Nicotine Anonymous 





Trying to quit smoking? 
THU: 7:30 pm., 
St. Lukes Anglican Church, 
8424-95 Ave. 


na0999 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


Ata loss with Alopecia? You're not alone. Let's 
talk about it, friends and family welcome 
Michelle 488-8604 





VW1217 (2 wks) 








FREE AD () 


Extras $ 


weeks $ eS? A 










please recycle this copy 
of Vue Weekly 









*® Call me B.J. Start your day off in the right 
direction. An exotic 1-on-1 with the hottest girl 
ever. Call me, I'll prove it! 448-2537, 24 hours. 
VW1224 (1wk) 














| Name: ee 
Address: 








Phone: zis hese 


Fax #: 


Contact: 








Credit Card #:;_ * 








In To 


Expiry Dates: 0h a 
Signature: 


mon Business 
ay 


Just Need To Get Worked Over 


— QUT-CALLONLNG 








Payment visa Cy MC LJCASH Cj CHEQUE (Make cheques payable to Vue Weekly) 


Start Date: 
Finish Date: 


32=12 
www.3Xxxkx.com 
A ory] 


smh 


1900 830 0005 


Lib eo  ss weaned 
i 


eee 
See RSARR EY 6 x’ 




























ADULT CHAT LINE! 
Connect Live or Just Listen. 
Always lots of women to 
choose from, 

24 hrs./day! 18+ 
Call (403) 414-0800 or 
1-800-551-6338 
www.meetlocalsingles.com 
























Forbidden Fantasies 
Merry X-Mas everyone 
The one and only Geisha is back. I'm the 
irl your mother warned you about. 1 hour 
oO pire delight with your very own Japanese 
playmat. Discover the hidden pleasures of 
the Oriet. Japanese exotic oeluy looking 
forward to serving Edmonton's adventurous 
men/women/couples again, 448-2564. 
¥w1224 (1wk) 





423-0292 Call Christie West and Wild 
bikini shampoo tantalizing hot oil massage, 
friendly personalized service. 10592-109 St 

Walk-ins welcome. 


fic. 110705/110934 
VW1224-0211 (8wks) 





Nancy 
Beautiful 30 year old brunette, blue eyes, 
exotic looks, extremely friendly and sexy, 
available days and nights. Visa accepted. 
Call me at 413-0483. 


Lic. 132239 
VWw1224 (4 wks) 


ee 


ROWSHELL 
OFFERING SOFT SENSUAL OIL OR 
POWDER MASSAGE THERAPY, PETITE 
AND CURVY AVAILABLE FOR OUT-CALLS. 
MY RATES ARE MORE THAN 
REASONABLE. FOR RELAXATION AT ITS 
BEST PHONE 945-1798 TODAY. 
Lict129192 
vw1203-1224 (4wks) 
ESTELLA 
Lingerie model i 
23 years old blonde sleek and nice 
personality, easy to get along with, my 
especiality is vel pleasure, call me 
anytime 413-1755 (Visa accepted). 
lic: 132673 





Did you ever hear of non-ordinary reality, well 
that's the kind of atmosphere | create, so If you 
want SS pateie it for just 100.00 ai 


13, 


Absolutely _ 
Free Call 


-Free- 
‘Voice Mail 
-Messaging 


‘One 9 One » 
Connection 





ChitChat 


TELEPHONE PERSONALS 
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“| like life, life likes me, | make life a perpetual spree.” That's from the song 
the Ghost of Christmas Present sings in the 1970 movie musical Scrooge. The 
music offered in the third edition of Edmonton's The Christmas Carol Project, a 

folk-flavoured musicalization of Dickens's tale featuring the talents of Bill 
Bourne, Kevin Cook, Maria Dunn, Dale Ladouceur, Tom Roschkov and others 
can only be considered an improvement. The addition of Kenneth Brown as 
the narrator is the icing on the cake—or should that be the rum in the 

Christmas pudding? In any case, this show merits a berth at the Winspear 

ext year; at the end of the show, you'll agree with Scrooge that you don't 
3 deserve to feel so happy. 
. Sis 


Photos: David Williamson 


Tel-Encounters 
Have Fun 
on the Phone 
ro) 


Meet 
Someone 
Special 


Place a FREE personal voice-ad or 
Connect LIVE 1-on-1 


LADIES ALWAYS MEN 
403) CALL FREE’ aia) CALL FREE: 


1418-3636 418-4646 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not pre-screen callers and assumes no liability when meeting 
through this service. Adults only 18+. For entertainment purposes only. *This is a FREE CALL 
within the local Edmonton calling area, otherwise long-distance charges may apply 








rT with reddish brown hair, a great smile, & blue With brown hair & blue eyes. I'm interested in similar interests. If you'd like to know mure, Dox 
|'m a tall female with auburn hair & blue eyes. I'm ig lah a BS ag Bs eyes. I'm a smoker, casual drinker, & have no ia dating L enjoy movies dining oo slow me back. Bar aan 
looking for a beautiful, tall male who uses Double W/o ind romantic male who enjoys the Sicple Gependents. I'm looking for a 22-28 yr. old, eon. & mit eee liteale‘anoineay. -AWivanbIs Robert. (ifemad yr. old, 5'€* tail. 170 
D batteries, who must communicate, dance, & things in life. Box 4876 romantic male who enjoys long walks, cuddling, ak re drink vd valk wt "S27 pk ib. health self-employed open-mindec sponta- 
come with business oriented features. A great - shopping, laughter, & fun times. Box 4304. Smoke & drink casually. Box : ees eal with brown bait & Bronte in di 
seuiiisy D/USit0 90) with his\smile. Sue smoker & casual drinker. | like cooking, trevelling 
Migione Inia big Hew. send him to me. Bax - swimming. long walks, children, & romantic din- 
I'm a 5'6” tall, fun, fabulous, full-figured female ners, | don't watch sports. I'm Jooking sore 
looking for someone special. | have a variety of petite, shapely. open-minded, honest. ai! loye 
interests, skating, snowball fights, & cuddling. I'm 25-42 yr. old female who loves children. If you're 

'y pe oe sos ye cue S| male uae over a interested, box me, Box 7856. 

. If you think you'd like to get to know me bet- My name is George. l'tr.over 65 yrs. old, a happy. 
ter boxme back. Box 6099. —= active, kind, considerate, stel fu non-smoking 
My name is Irene. I'm a 32 yr. old, active female ah male. I'm looking for a comfortable. long term 
with two sons. I'm looking for a friendship with a ester with soon ae lad he apt 
man who has an fed heart & an open mind. Box qualities. If you're interested & you 
me back. Box 5618. ( 403) more, box me. Box 7274. : 
4 Pa i i G My name is Jacob. I'm an early 20's, 6’ tall, phys- 
tie Sten famale wi peaan! ignoth blonde hat & aly ae Wands shat pk ell 
pg sd trite ‘helen aon eis vm ? 500 A d 0 Li * h E d A N h A Mie, coat | di lady to start a friendship that hopefully will sea 
frend, honest, & romantic. I'm looking fora very f § Un-Line in the Edmonton Area/Nort merica s 1ea ing op into something tong term. If you're interested, 
attractive, 35-43 yr. old, 5'11"-6'3” tall male wit 5 % box me back. Box 7097, Toe 
al his own air & simi qualtes. Bo 4788 personals provider with over 350,000 calls per day Im 329 yr ol, 510" tal 175 1B nonamgkn 
M il. 'ma 29 Id, 5°6" tall, medi- f male. I'm a great guy who loves the o 
NATE GRRE ERE Did ie wit having fun. ['m interested in meeting’a 28-32 yr 

um built, humorous, single, white female with Gd. foal ‘oriented. physically (8 arpale wi a 
IER Tea ered ene ie) Ou A. Free Women ood family background & preferably nu. clisldren. 
Fe eesea acne iauaasstecrnicen ere Tyna Ris sounds like you, ‘get back tone Bor 6932. 
interested, box me. Box 4436. www.webpersonals.com : 
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Women 
Seeking Men 


This is Renee. I'm a 5’9" tall, athletic, mentally & 
financially stable female with blonde hair & blue 
eyes. I'm seeking an athletic cowboy over 6' tall, for 
friendship & maybe more. | like the Oilers, the 
Eskimos, music, dancing, & much more. Box 8491. 


I'm a 36 yr. old, 5’6” tall, employed; single female 
with brown hair & brown eyes. | have two teenage 
sons. | enjoy fishing, the outdoors, skidooing, & 
working Out. | Nave a great sense of humour. No 
head games please. I'm looking for a friendship 
that hopefully will lead to something long term 
Box 7890. 








I'm a 36 yr. old, 5’2” tall, cule, separated female 
with auburn hair, hazel eyes & no dependents. I'm 
a smoker & casual drinker. I'm looking for a 
Sweet, kind, dependable, teddy bear of a guy. Let's 
start a friendship that hopefully will lead to a long 
term relationship. | enjoy long walks, reading 
drawing, movies, dining, & more. Box 3993. 


I'm a 37 yr. old, petite female with brown hair & 
brown eyes, | have no dependents. | enjoy long 
walks, antique shops, cultural events, renovating, 
working out, laughter, & cuddling on the couch. If 
you're interested & you'd like to know more, box 
me. Box 3629. 


My name is Jeanette. I'm a 34 yr. old, 5’8” tall, 135 
Ib., average looking, single mother of two teenage 
sons. I'm honest, emotionally & financially stable 
& have a strong faith. | enjoy reading, writing 
romantic, moonlit walks, & quiet times at home 








with {ambi S dtiends nite ae 
M i i | smoker & light social drinker. I'm 
BT age seine rae oan looking for a 35-45 yr. old male with 


5'10” tall, 165 Ib., ane female with 
blue green eyes & glasses. | enjoy 
sports, dining, dancing, & having fun. 
I'm interested in casual dating start- 
ing with friendship. If you're interest- 
ed & you'd like to know more, leave 
me a message. Box 8060. 


This is Wendy. I'm a 26 yr. old, 5’5” 
tall, single mother with brown hair, 
brown eyes, & glasses. I’m looking 
for someone to fill that gap. If any of 
this sounds interesting, give me a 
call. Box 7468. 


My name is Cathy. I'm a 29 yr. old, 
lus sized mother with brown hair & 
rown eyes. | have two children. | 

enjoy skiing, skating, long walks, or 

quiet times on the couch. If this inter- 

ests you, box me back. Box 7413. 


I'm a 28 yr. old, 5'4” tall, 120 Ib., attractive, out- 
going, honest, oD female with dark hair & 
blue eyes. I'm looking for a friend & partner to 
share Snowmobile trips around the city or to the 
mountains. | also enjoy downhill sy golfing, 
pets, theatre, comedy clubs, the lake, jet skiing, & 
water skiing. I'm a non-smoker & casual drinker 
with no dependents & prefer if you were the same. 
If you like what you hear, give me a'call. Box 7283. 


I'm in my 40's, a 5'3” tall, 110 Ib., spontaneous, 
sensuous female with long, brown hair & brown 
eyes. I'd like to meet a 40-59 yr. old, spontaneous, 
ye ee romantic, energetic male who loves 
ife to the fullest. Box 7176. 




















This 
Week's 
Top 
Ads 


similar interests. If you'd like to 
know more about me, box me back. 
Box 2079. 


This is Michelle. I'm a single female 
with long, blonde hair & dark brown 
eyes. | enjoy music, classic art, pool, 
bubble baths, & hot oil massages. If 
you're interested, you know what to 
do. Box 1362. 


I'm a 6'2" tall, 200 Ib., divorced 
mother of a6 yr. old son, with salt & 
pepper hair & glasses. I'm honest, 
sincere, & expect the same. | like 
camping, fishing, sports, dancing, 
country music, & cuddling. If you're 
out there & interested, box me back. 
Box 9328. 


My name is Linda. I’m a 38 yr. old, big, beautiful, 
full-figured, curvaceous, intelligent, well-educat- 
ed, loving, caring, giving female looking for simi- 
lar things in a partner. I'm looking for an honest, 
tall man of integrity, who would like to be my 
friend, lover, & companion. If you ei ae like 
to get to know me better, give me a call. Box 7309. 


My name is Chrissie. I'm a 5'6" tall, 145 Ib., 
attractive, well-endowed female with red hair & 
blue eyes. I’m looking for a nice gentleman to 
keep me warm. If you're interested, box me back 
Box 6952. 


I'm a 22 yr. old, honest, sincere, goal oriented 
female with reddish brown hair & green eyes. | 
have a slightly sarcastic sense of humour. | enjoy 




















My name is Carrie. I'm a 26 yr. old, attractive, sin- 
gle, white female with brown hair & blue eyes. I'm 
interested in meeting a nice guy who's interested 
in dating. Box 2309. 


This is Anita. I'm a 5'10” tall, single mother with 
blonde hair & blue eyes. I'm studying to become 
a computer programmer. I'm looking for a tall 
easygoing guy who's not into games, to start a 
relationship that hopefully will lead to something 
long term. Box 4522. 


I'm a 5'8" tall, well-groomed, very attractive, slim 
female with blonde hair & brown eyes. I'm a 
smoker & casual drinker. I'm Jooking for an attrac- 
tive, 35-45 yr. old male over 5'11” tall, who enjoys 
travelling & romance. Let's date casually & see 
where it goes from there. Box 2498 


This is Mary Ellen. I'm a 5'6” tall, bio, beautitel, 
classy, caxy fomale with uronue Nair & dark green 
eyes. |'m a non-smoker, casual drinker, & profes- 
sionally employed. | love soft, romantic kisses 
cuddling, good books, people, & romance. I'm 
looking for that special guy over 50 yrs. old, who's 
emotionally & financially stable & knows how to 
express himself. Box 1703. 


My name is Denise. I'm a 26 yr. old, 5'5" tall, 110 
Ib., single female with fair skin, brown hair, & blue 
green eyes. I'm new to Edmonton. | enjoy country 
dancing, bowling, reading, cards, darts, pool 
board games. I'm a smoker, non-drinker, & drug- 
free. I'm hoping to meet a confident, secure, car- 
ing male with similar interests. Serious replies 
only. Box 9069. 


I'm a 28 yr. old, 5'2” tall, medium built, single 
white female with shoulder length, light brown 
hair & brown eyes. I'm the single mother of one. | 
enjoy the outdoors & much more. I'm looking for 
an employed, honest, sincere, affectionate male 
under 6’ tall, who knows how to treat a lady with 
respect. Single dads welcome. Box 8205. 


I'm a 38 yr. old, 5'2” tall, 130 Ib., independent 
employed, female, part-time student with reddish 
brown hair & blue eyes. | enjoy movies, dining, 
cooking, sporting events, & the quieter, simpler 
things in life. I'm looking for a gentle, romantic 
male who hasn't ruled out having a family one 
day. If you think we might have something in 
common, give me a call. Box 6702. 


This is Betty. I'm a 22 yr. old, 5'6” tall, 170 Ib 
female with brown hair & hazel eyes. I'm looking 
for something exciting. If you're interested, box 
me back. Box 5929. 


I'm a 22 yr. old, 5'1” tall, 125 Ib., single female 
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Try the 
Direct — 
Approach! 
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enter code 100 


Seeking Women 


I'm a 41 yr. old, 5'8” tall, 170 Ib., employed male 
with brown hair & brown eyes. I'm a smoker & 
casual drinker. | like fishing, hunting, ca 
music, & more. I'm honest, easygoing, & 

tic. I'm looking for an honest, humorous 

a lifetime relationship. You should be 
tall, 110-140 Ib. female with blonde or br 
hair & blue or green eyes. Box 2721 
My name is Eric. I'm a 42.vrold, 6\teWonerr, fe 
00d Jooking-mate vit! a full head of hair, no tat 
quus, & NO pierced parts. |’m a non-smoker, light 
social drinker, & drug-free. I'm a successful par 
ent with a 17 yr. old son who lives with me & still 
likes me. | believe in falling in love, staying in love 
& industriously building our dreams. | like my 
Monogamy hot but not my food. I'm looking for 
one good woman, younger than |, 5'3” or taller 
who's non-smoker, drug-free, & with children 
Let's talk, meet, & see if there's enough of a spark 
to start a hot, crackling fire, Box 9365. 


I'm an open-minded, adventurous, attractive, pro- 
fessionally employed, university educated, clean- 
cut, white male with short, brown hair, brown 
eyes, & a wide variety of interests. I'm looking for 
a friend to talk to & do things with. Box 7165. 





I'm a 38 yr. old, 6'1” tall, good looking, sponta- 
neous, romantic, affectionate, passionate male 
with long, blond hair, blue eyes, & a moustache. | 
have a great sense of humor. | like horses, horse- 
back riding, skidooing, & much more. I'm looking 
for a 28-38 yr. old, slim female with a good sense 
of humour. Box 6892. 


I'ma eal old, attractive, professional male with 
a lot to offer the right woman. I'm the single father 
of a5 yr. old, daughter who doesn't live with me 
| have a wonderful sense of humour & a big heart 
with a lot of love. Bax 6411. 


''m a 34 yr. old, 5°10” tall, 185 Ib., physically fit 
male who enjoys music, dancing, going out, & hav- 
ing fun with life. If you're a lady who thinks this 
sounds interesting, leave me a message. Box 5890. 


My name is Shane. !’m a 22 yr. old, 6'1” tall, 180 
Ib. male with short, blond hair & blue eyes. | have 
a variety of interests. Box 57578. Pe 


I'ma 42 yr. old, 5°10" tall, 170 Ib., separated male 








Box 4478. 


Box 4279 
lea 
honest & 
j. reading, & 
Q some qual: 
S Nas piqued your 


t. old, 6'2" tall, 190 Ib., ath 

ale with short, brown hair & 

1 ayes. I've never been married & have no 

| enjoy skiing, camping, fishing, slow 

pitch, volleyball, most sports, & cuddling on the 

couch with that special someone. !'m honest, sin 

cere, mild mannere: ood old country boy 

with old fashioned values. If you're a young, ener- 

getic, honest, sincere, single female with good 
morals & values, box me back. Box 3908. 


My name is Tim. I'm a 34 yr. old, physically fit 
attractive, white male with a good sense of 
humour. I'm spontaneous, honest, safe, & dis: 
creet. I'm looking to broaden my horizons. If 
2 to KNOW more about me, get back to me 
Honesty & discretion is a must. Box 3682 


My name is Clinton. I'm a 28 yr. old, 5°10" tall, 160 
Ib. male with light brown hair & green eyes. | love 
cycling. long Iks, camping, hiking, skiing, & 
you'd like to know more 

message. Box 2196. 


I'm a 6' tall, 175 (b., retired, single, Christian male 
who enjoys his computer, auctions, & quiet times. 
| live on a pension with my Siamese cat. | don't 
drink or smoke. If you think ene like to get to 
know me better, give me a call. Box 1434. 


This is Ralph. I'm a 52 yr. old, respectable gentle- 
man looking for a medium to large, 45-68 yr. old 
lady to share quality time & companionship. I'm a 
non-smoker, non-drinker, & professional. musi- 
Cian. | like cuddling, holding hands, instrumental 
music, & much more. Box 1116. 


I'm a 26 yr. old, 6'4” tall, with dirty, blond hair 
blue eyes, & a moustache | have @ variety of 
interests, motorbikes, mechanics, quadding, golt- 
ing, camping, fishing, & more. I'd like to meet a 
20-30 yr. old, ambitious, goal oriented female with 
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: - . 
All Fall and Winter Clothing, Footwear and Accessories 15-50% off 
All Clothing marked down:Schott Leather jackets 20% off * Betsey Johnson, Diesel, Miss Sixty 15-40% off | 
Diesel Denim 10% off * Roxy, Quicksilver, Fresh Jive, Stussy, 3 Stones 15-30% off 
Accessories Storm, G shock, Kangol, Diesel, Roxy, Stussy 15% off 


Fall/ Winter Footwear marked down 15-30% 
Giraudon, Palladium, Kenneth Cole, John Fluevog, Diesel, Caterpillar, Airwalk, Hush Puppies, Naot and more 
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